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At AJdio-Tedmica, we are, grateful for, and very proud to support, the local 

art$ near our company's U.S':, h~adquarters in Stow, Ohio. We look forward to 
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A Brief History of Weathervane Playhouse 
From the "barn" to Copley Road to the Valley ... 

Weathervane Community Playhou~e.8.ep'11ljtsrun in 1935. Four artistically talented 
Woman's City Club members -- G~a5:e.l;Ig~~r$R,rt~CJ};1iJ'Auriel MacLachlan, Laurine Sch"':'an, 
Helen Troesch -- and a core of clJ.art:et~1Illlierst~ll~edIDe:mpty carriage house belongmg 
to Akron's Senator Charles I)i(;k.'rb,.~iJ"&qi(].wastoprese:q:\<1,"l,\Tide spectrum of plays: classics, 
dramas, comedies, new wqrks ~.even opera - with castiriggpe11Jo anyone who fit a part. 

The women chose a carnJyal as theirfundr(li!!ertpstart paying the rent. Despite a 
drenching downpour,.Jh~yraised $60 ... Jl:l~y11.amed the.if Sl)ace "W%athervane" after the 
rooster on the bam's .. Cllppia: After c:lea,11iJ1&theirnew:lJ.91J}~, scrou:rwing for seats, a curtain 
and a coffee pot, Weatllervane ope11~dj:tsfustseasori,Duµpg~at suIUmer of 1935 the group 
presented seven fully costumed an(! staged plays. In 1936, Mµriel MacLachlan with the other 
founders offered classes to childre11 and adults, beginning a tradition tl:lat has become today's 
Education Department. In 1938 aWomen's Board was ~o,rned to offer volunteer financial 
assistance. It, too, continues to this day. .. •• .· •·• ..... ·••··• ···•··••· > >. 

The "barn" was home until it was sold. In 1951. thef'layho11se purchased a cement block 
building at 14 71 Copley Road and renovatedjt fora theaterwJth seating capacity of 125. 
The all-volunteer organization hired its first employee, Nora Sc9tt, as custodian/ticket manager. 
Actual management of the Playhouse was handled by the Operating Board, which reported 
to the Board ofTrustees. Becausedirectors were becoming scarce, the Board hired Bob Belfance 
as full-time Manager/Director. He held the position frgIJ'l 1961-69 and from 197 4-92. During 
the Copley Road days, plays were presented six days a week Because of their popularity, not 
everyone who wanted to see a show could pe accommodated. A new home was planned. 
During the 1960s the membership'i; planscame together in June 1970 with the opening of 
Dark of the Moon here on Weathervane La,p~.Longtime friend and founder Grace Hower 
Crawford died in 1971, remembering thefla,yhouse in her will. Her money enabled the 
Board to pare down the mortgage and set up.an Endowment Fund. The last mortgage payment 
was made in 1974 through a contribution oftlie\Vomen's Board. Three major additions 
followed; these included first-floor restrooms, dassi;go.ms, a costume shop, fly gallery and 
elevator. The former scene shop became the John L. Dietz Theater/Classroom in 2005 and 
the lobby project was just completed for the opening of the 75th season. 

Proud member of the 

AKRON AREA 
ARiS ALLIANCE 

Building community through arts & culture 
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BAKERY 

2303 W. Market St., Akron 
Pilgrim Square 

330-836-4101 

Cakes • Cookies • Gourmet Desserts 
Pastries • Sandwiches • Soups • Breads 

For your next business meeting or event, let us help 
you impress and delight your guests with premium 
quality sandwich and dessert trays or customized 
gourmet boxed lunches and salads. 

Delicious taste and excellent presentation can be 
delivered right to your door. 

2011-2012 Tour Season 

Huck Finn's Story 
(October through June) 

How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas 

(November a.nd December) 

The Mirrorman 
(Ja.nua1y through June) 

330-836-1353 
www.theillusionfactory.org 

Barbara Ballance, Artistic Director 

"An Akron Tradition 
Since 1949"' 

• Award Winning Food 
• Casual Dining 
• Old World Eleganu 

Fu1turing Our Famous 
Homemade 

• Pizza 
• Lasagna 
• Antipasto 

105 N. MAIN ST. 
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. Group Leaders: 

Call 
Lisa Mansfield 
330-836-2626 

lmansfield@ 
weathervaneplayhouse.com • 

We listen intently to your dreams and 
celebrate your accomplishments. Experience, 
integrity, trust and compassion are the tools we use 
to help guide you toward Significant Tomorrows'~ 

FROM 3 -9 P.M. 

Comments .. . 
Suggestions .. . 
Reviews ... 

John Hedges 
jhedges@weathetvaneplayhouse.com 
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Millennial Group. 
WEALTH ADVISORS Call us today for a complimentary conversation 

and discover our unique approach to wealth management. Life made meaningful .• 

less w. Hurst II Cf!"' 
Certifled Fin~nclsl Planner, Co-Founder 

llwmas M. PresperCfl"' 
Ce:rtffied flmmdal Planne~ Partner 

Kenneth Wilhelm 
Fhiantial Ad\llsor, C◊•foonder 

520 SOUTH MAIN STREET, SUlfE 2552, ',fReN;tj!'~~Jif[ MILLENNIALGROUP.US j 330.374.1616 

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Multi-Financial Securities Corporation 
Member FINRA/SlPC Multi-Financial Securities Corporation is not affiliated with Millennial Group Wealth Advisors. 

., .. , I ... 
MAKE AKRON SYMPHON 

PART OF YOU 

CLASSICS 
Opening Night 
September 17, 2011 

Opera's Greatest 
Moments 
October 16, 2011 

Ben, Beethoven 
and Brahms 
November 12, 2011 

Viiek.ed Divas 
November 19, 2011 

Holiday Pops 
December 16, 2011 

l~itanh:i: 
The Musical 
Akron CMc Theatre 

April 14, 2012 

SPECIALS 
Gospel Meets 
Symphony 
February 26, 2012 

Akron Symphony 
Chorus Concert 
April 22, 2012 

Concerts for Kids: 
Peter and the Wolf 
May,2012 



a Weathervane Boards and Staff 

2011-2012 Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee: 
Jess W. Hurst ........................................... President 
Michael Gaffney ....................... First Vice President 
Ian S. Haberman .................. Second Vice President 

Trustees: 
Alyce Altwies 
Mark Auburn 
Susan C. Baker 
Barbara Baskin 

Officers: 
Bunny Lazarow 
Lucy J. Randi 
Bess Raine • 
Elynmari 

Richard Ellison 
Sandra Emerick 
Barry Friedman 
Edward L. Gilbert 
Jay Hershey 

Chair ........................................ Ferrall 
Stage Managers.......................... ooper 
Properties Department.. ................ .. 
Lighting Department ........... . 
Lighting Co-Chair ................. . 
Sound Department ............. .. 
Costum_e Department .......... . 

John Hedges .............................. Ex 
Janis L. Harcar ................ Director of vancement 
Keith D. Campbell ................ Dir. of Audience Dev. 
Melanie Y.C. Pepe ................ Director of Education 

Young Actor Series Producer 
Alan Scott Ferrall .... Scenic Designer/Tech. Director 
Barbara Trotter ............. Coordinator of Volunteers 
Lisa Mansfield ............... Patron Services Manager/ 

Group Sales Coordinator 
Jasen J. Smith .................. Costume Shop Manager 

Resident Costume Designer 

Bob Bonchack .......................................... Secretary 
Jim Horvath .............................................. Treasurer 
Helen Davison Fleming ............... Member-At-Large 

Rita Weinberg 
Mario Weiss 

Secretary 
.. Treasurer 
t Treasurer 
t President 

rueger 
urridge 
Forster 

............................. .Jill Forster 
................................... Sue Smith 

................................. .John Hedges 
ctions ................ Melanie Y.C. Pepe 
................................ Barbie Trotter 

.. ........................... Jack Steele 

y ........ Educa n Outreach Coordinator 
es .......................... Education Assistant 

hi ........... Assistant Technical Director 
nathy .................... Firsthand/Stitcher 

ena ....... Special Projects Coordinator/ 
Advertising Sales 

Caroline Klein ...................................... Bookkeeper 
S & B Services (Cleaning) .............. Shannon Brown 
MINX Design (Graphic Design) ......... Cecilia Sveda 
Crum, Buchanan and Associates ............... Auditors 

a Our Generous Donors 
We gratefully acknowledge the support of the following individuals, corporations 

and foundations. This listing is updated as the season progresses. (*denotes current renewal) 
I "' 

Diamond Members ($7,500+) Gold Members ($500 - $999) Helen Vari 
City of Akron Department of Sophie & Steve Albrecht Connie & Robert Velotta 

Planning & Urban Dev. Robert M. Bonchack * Michelle Williams & Mario 
Akron Community Foundation Dorothy L. D'Andrea Weiss* 
H. Peter Burg Fund of ACF Deluxe Corporation Marta Williger & Ian Oppenheim 
Kenneth L. Calhoun Charitable Todd Dieringer 

Trust, KeyBank, Trustee Mary Beth and Richard Ellison* 
GAR Foundation Sandra * and Scott Emerick 
John S. Knight Foundation Charlotte and Jim Horvath 
John A. McAlonan Fund of ACF Jess W. Hurst * 
Margaret Clark Morgan Fdn. Mrs. Annetta Karam 
Ohio Arts Council Leslie and Richard Lund 
Weathervane Women's Board Michelson Charitable Trust 

Platinum Members 
($1,000 - $7,499) 

Francia Albrecht 
Susan * and Patrick Baker 
Roger G. Berk & Ellen Tschappat 
Glenn R. & Alice V. Boggess 

Memorial Foundation 
Mary & Dr. George L. Demetros 

Charitable Trust 
Margaret J. Dietz 
FirstEnergy Corporation 
Helen Davison Fleming * 
Roe Green 
Unhee Kim 
Shelley and Tom Koutnik 
Maureen and James P. Kovach 
The Lehner Family Foundation 
C. BI a ke, Jr. & Beatrice K . 

McDowell Foundation 
W. Paul & Thora J. Mills Fdn. 
The R.C. and Katherine M . 

Musson Charitable Foundation 
OMNOVA Solutions Foundation 
The Gertrude F. Orr Trust Advised 

Fund of ACF 
Charles E. and Mabel M. Ritchie 

Memorial Foundation 
Michael D. Russell 
Sisler McFawn Foundation 
Lloyd L. and Louise K. Smith 

Memorial Foundation 
Welty Family Foundation 

Millennium Fund for Children 
Laura R. & Lucian Q. Moffit Fdn. 
Richard Shirey 
Mary and Mel Wolfman 

Silver Members ($250 - $499) 
Akrochem Corporation 
Alyce* & Charles Altwies 
Amer Insurance 
Beverly Brown 
Chic Carlson 
Tegan & Sebastian Corradino 
Roger Dieringer 
Barry Friedman * and Dede Klein 
Corina & Michael Gaffney* 
Diana and John Gayer 
GOJO Industries 
Mary and Roy Hartz 
Maxine & Jim Harwood 
Janet and Jim Heilmeier 
Jay R. Hershey * 
L.J. & Rick Kimble 
Barbara and Dr. Edward Koosed 
Elizabeth & Charles Nelson * 
Patricia S. Obenour 
Barbara B. O'Connor 
John P. O'Neill 
Vicky & Gary Rambler 
Lucy* and Ted Randles 
Judy and Roger Read 
Dr. & Mrs. Douglas W. Sanders 
Steven P. Schmidt, PhD & 

Richard J. Krochka 
Cynthia Stillings 
Dr. Julia Grossman and 

James R. Vargo 

Patron Members ($150 - $249) 
Drs. Mark * & Sandy Auburn 
Eric van Baars 
Mary and Roland Bauer 
Mary Ann and Doug Bell 
Henry Bishop and Karen Wood 
Carol J. & Kenneth F. Button·· 
Crum, Buchanan & Associates 
Patricia S. Brown 
Gail & Len Cheslock 
Hope E. Everhart 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Farkas 
FirstMerit Bank 
Kay E. Franks 
Mr. & Mrs. David A. Gardner 
Malia Gelfo 
Delphinia & Edward Gilbert* 
Janis and Raymond Harcar 
Marilyn Heagerty 
Judy Holder * 
Judy and Richard Kotick 
Carol W. Krueger 
Ingrid and Frank Kunstel 
The Maynard Family Foundation 
Margaret and John McBride 
Mogen Real Estate Co. 
Sheila Motter 
The Moushey Family 
Jo Ann Oelschlager 
Barbara Pomeroy 
John M. Ream, Jr. 
Riverparke Building Company 
Pat* & John Shallahamer 
Sue and Richard Smith 
Jack T. Steele 
Thomas M. Stephan • 
Ellen & Jack Vollman 
Rita J. Weinberg* 
Richard Worswick and 

John Grafton 



a Our Generous Donors - continued 

Patron Members (continued) 
Sustaining Members 
($100- $149) 
Lynn & Charles Asente 
Mary Jane Baron 
Barbara Baskin * 
Leonida Bonyo 
Betty E. Comstock 
Robert W. Dague 
Rebecca DeBolt 
Wendy Duke 
William C. Fiala 
Ian S. Haberman * 
Ellen F. and Karl S. Hay 
John Hedges 
Libby and Dr. Jack Jacobs 
Drs. Sumru & Charles Johnson 
Keith Klafehn 
Mary Beth Kluge 
Shirley & Edward LaBelle 
Margaret McDowell Lloyd 
Gregg Manes & Deanna Long 
Patti & Shana Margolis 
Martha S. Mazak 
Patricia & Arthur McRowe 
Bessie M. Raines* 
Gloria T. Reich 
Beverly Rogacs 
Kim & Chas Schreckenberger 
Barbara and Jim Shriner 
Sharon & Kenneth Siloac 
Lois A. Simmons 
Ethel Soudry 
Sterling Jewelers 
James Switzer and 

Gretchen Laatsch 

Paula and John Troche 
Sheila G. Garten 
Linda Werntz and 

Robert Cunningham 
Harold F. White 
Mary Whitmer & Stanley Brandt 
Betty J. and Ken Zeigler 

Contributors 
(Gifts of $25 - $99) 
Dr. Thomas & Pauline Adams 
Anonymous 
Eleanor and Richard Aron 
Robert 0. Baab 
Patricia P. Basile 
Jean Blair 
Loretta E. Bower 
Janet & Donne Clark 
Dr. John R. Cole 
Debbie & Steve Davis 
Ginny & Tom Deighton 
Mr. & Mrs. John DeYoung 
Patricia & Thomas Doak 
Phyllis & Bill Dreyer 
Patricia & Robert Filipovich 
Margaret E. Gabriel 
George J. Gauthier 
Lois & John Gerstenmaier 
Grace & Lloyd Goettler 
Gloria Gooden 
Bart P. Hamilton 
David Hazelwood 
Linda Heath 
Judy & Frank Hostnick 
Patricia & Timothy Jolly 
Michelle & Richard Levin 

Kay Lucak 
Arlene McKinnon 
Judy & Donald Mervine 
Richard & Barbara Metzler 
Debra Moirano 
Sophia & Larry Morton 
Harvey Nerhood 
Jean Questel 
Thelma and Joseph Rapotec 
Diane Ross 
Dr. & Mrs. John B. Saks 
Sue and Joe Schaut 
Roger Sparhawk 
Mildred G. Stern 
Marjorie Tavzel 
Jennifer Thomas 
Sylvia & Marc Trundle 
Syd Tierney 
Carol Zeh 

Volunteer Members 
Jeffrey Bixby 
Jason Bryan Maurer 
Stephanie & William Kist 

Matching Gifts 
The Lubrizol Foundation 

* Denotes Trustees 

Thank you to our production underwriters ... 
Ohio Arts Council 
• A STATE AGENCY 

THAT SUPPORTS PUBLIC 

PROGRAMS IN THE ARTS 
t AKRON The 

COMMUNITY Margarl:lark lyiorgan tJf, '7 
OUNDATION Foundation WK' U 

Kenneth L. Calhoun Charitable Trust Welty Family Foundation 

Thank you to all our donors! 
"Giving to others is a key element in well-being. It's abundantly clear from a number of studies 
that people who live generous lives also live happier lives. " 

Dr. Stephen Post -- Why Good Things Happen to Good People 

Weathervane's 

"Thank You Dollar" Program , 
If you've enjoyed your experience at Weathervane, we ask that 

you please consider giving a "Thank You Dollar" as you exit the 
theater. (You'll see a contribu 

As you probably know, e 
our total expenses. The 
gave just $1 extra af 
goal for Individual C 
of this performan 

And now, your 
dollar you give, t 
Foundation will m 

box near the lobby's exit doors.) 
me accounts for only 65% of 

ch Weathervane patron 
be able to meet our 
w your appreciation 
' after the show? 
n further. For every 

Akron Community 
oubling your contribution! 

I 
?. 
iW 

Bravo!!! 
On behalf of all of us here at Weathervane, I thank you for 
your support . 

Sincerely, 

John Hedges 
Executive Director 
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Weathervane 
- PLAYHOUSE -

77th Season -- 2011 -'2012 "' 
John L. Dietz Dietz Theater Production #16 

January 12 - 28, 2012 

Drama by Dael Orlandersmith 

Directed by Jennifer Kay Jeter 

Stage Manager 
DANIELLE M. TERLONGE 

Lighting Designer 
RYAN DURFEE 

Sound Designer 
JENNIFER KAY JETER 

Properties Designer 
TODD DIERINGER 

Costume Designer 
JASEN J. SMITH 

Scenic Designer 
ALAN SCOTT FERRALL 

Ye/lawman is produced by special arrangement with 
Dramatists Play Service, Inc., 440 Park Avenue South, New York, NY, 10016. 

Weathervane Community Playhouse, 1301 Weathervane Lane, Akron, OH 44313-5186 
Ticket Office: 330-836-2626 • Fax: 330-873-2150 • weathervaneplayhouse.com 



~ About the Play and Playwright 

About the Play 
Yellowman is a multi-character "memory play" about an African-American woman who 

dreams oflife beyond the confines of her small-town Southern upbringing and the light­
skinned man whose fate is tragically intertwined with hers. The play explores the negative 
associations surrounding male blackness as well as the effect these racial stereotypes have on 
black women. 

In his 2002 review of the original off-Broadway production, Ben Brantley of The New York 
Times described the basic story line of Yellowman: "In its baldest terms, its plot suggests a brutal 
variation on Romeo and Juliet, recast according to the arcane sociology of Gullah society in the 
South: light-skinned boy and dark-skinned girl fall in love and are tom asunder by their 
squabbling families. 

"But the divisions in Yellowman, presented as a narrative counterpoint delivered by [the 
play's two actors] are as much within families as between them, and even more so within the 
individuals who make up families. The play's central characters and storytellers, Eugene and 
Alma, are determined not to tum into their parents. The odds, needless to say, are ominously 
against them." 

Yellowman was first commissioned and developed by three regional theater companies 
- McCarterTheatre Center (in Princeton, New Jersey), Wilma Theater (in Philadelphia, PA) 
and Long Wharf Theatre (in New Haven, Connecticut) - and it was developed in part with 
the support of the The Sundance Institute Theatre Program ( of Park City, Utah). This three­
way co-production of the play opened on Jan. 10, 2002 at McCarter Theatre Center. Thereafter, 
Manhattan Theatre Club produced the first New York production of the play; it opened on 
Oct. 22, 2002 at New York City Center's Stage I, where it played for a limited two-month 
engagement. Playwright Dael Orlandersmith played the role of Alma in both of these first two 
productions of her play. Yellowman received three 2003 Drama Desk Award nominations, two 
2003 Outer Critics Circle Award nominations and was a finalist for the 2002 Pulitzer Prize 
for Drama. 

About the Playwright 
Dael Orlandersmith was born in New York City in 1959 as Donna Dael Theresa Orlander 

Smith Brown. As a child, she grew up in public housing in New York's rough-and-tumble East 
Harlem neighborhood and her parents sent her to Catholic schools. When she was still a child, 
her father died and her mother struggled to afford the tuition for her daughter's parochial­
school education. During the late 1960s and early 1970s, Orlandersmith's neighborhood was 
a dangerous place, and so was the South Bronx neighborhood where her best friend lived. 
Several decades later, in an interview with American Theatre magazine, Orlandersmith recalled 
that "Heroin was at its height then. I remember people would carry an extra $5, in case a junkie 
came up to them, so they wouldn't lose their life." 

Outside of her schooling, she began writing a journal at the age of 10, in which she wrote 
of her budding interests in reading and music - both of which she devoured voraciously. A 
teacher suggested that she sign up for an acting class, which she did, and during her teens she 
performed with The Nuyorican Poets Cafe on New York's Lower East Side. After high school, 
she enrolled at Hunter College for a while but then returned to perform with the Nuyorican 
group as a poet/performer and even toured Europe and Australia with the troupe. She soon 
began to get small acting jobs here and there (such as a bit part on one episode of the ABC­
TV situation comedy, Spin City). 

Eventually, however, Orlandersmith turned her artistic energies toward writing. She 
traveled west to Park City, Utah to hone her writing skills at the famed Sundance Institute 
Theatre Program ( established by actor/director Robert Redford). Following her stint at Sundance, 
she returned to New York to star in her new play, Beauty's Daughter. For this tale of a young 
woman in Harlem growing up under the wings of an alcoholic mother, Orlandersmith won 
a 1994-1995 OBIE Award (the Village Voice honor for the best in the off-Broadway season). 

Her next play, The Gimmick, played at the Long Wharf Theater in New Haven, Connecticut, 
in 1998 and at the New York Theater Workshop the following year. This one-woman play -
starring the playwright herself - confronts the consistent temptation of sex, drugs and money 
that can surround and drown a creative, artistic person. 

continued ... 

~ -=C=a=-st=--------------------------

Alma ............................................. J ••• Nichole Strong 
Eugene ................................................. Marc Jackson 

There will be one 10-minute intermission between scenes II and III. 

About the Playwright continued ... 

Her next solo play, Monster, was staged at A Contempora1y Theatre (ACT) in Seattle. 
Another story of a young woman growing up in Harlem, Orlandersmith played nine different 
characters. The play deals with the cycles of family violence that can occur over several 
generations. When The New York Times asked her to write an article about her plays, she 
admitted that she often went back to the same subjects. "There is a theme throughout the work 
that I write," Orlandersmith wrote, "about childhood and the sins of the father, the sins of 
the mother, and how people take on the very thing they don't like about their parents and 
they become them." 

Yellowman, Orlandersmith's next play, marked the first time she wrote a play for more 
than one actor. She set her play in the coastal South Carolina area that is home to the distinctive 
Gullah culture, and here she was able to expose the issue of black-on-black racism through a 
star-crossed love story between two characters, Alma and Eugene. As a child, Orlandersmith 
had spent summers with relatives in this rural South Carolina area. In an interview with The 
New York Times, she remembered a light-skinned black family who "for generations ... had 
interbred to keep the light-skinned color line going. And they would condemn people who 
were darker. So you had people who hated this family and whom this family hated." 

Orlandersmith continues to live, write and perform in New York City. 



~ About Our Director ~ Jennifer Kay Jeter 

JENNIFER KAY JETER (Director) Trained as a performance artist, Jeter will 
often collaborate with traditional artists or with non-traditional partners 
including social service organizations to create curriculum, programming 
and theatrical works in order to spotlight societal concerns such as homelessness, 
addiction and sexual abuse. This Ohio native is an advocate of the arts. Jeter 
works in educational, community and professional theatre. Her thesis entitled, 
The Rites of Being: An Analytical Review of Performance Art, was an attempt to 
legitimize the abstract art form of performance art. As a Social Artist, she 
continues to develop art constructions that address the changing needs of 

the community. Jeter creates commentary through her photography, writing, directing, painting 
and/or a combination of select media. Jeter previously directed Fifteen-Minute Hamlet for 
Weathervane's First Night contribution several years ago. Yellowman will be her first full-length 
production for Weathervane in the Dietz Theatre. Concentrating primarily on African American 
theatre, Jeter's past directing credits include Black Girl, The Amen Comer, For Colored Girls ... , 
On Striver's Row, Crowns and The Piano Lesson. 

Director's Notes 

Dael Orlandersmith's Yellowman relays the spoken and unspoken complexities of 
friendship/love/desire between Eugene and Alma in their South Carolina communities of St. 
Stephens and Russellville. Yellowman begins in the 1960s when colored/negro/blacks heads 
were reeling from racial tensions -- stories of black and white tensions running daily in national 
newspaper headlines. However, the story that Yellowman embraces is not the one that mad~ 
for tabloid fodder, but rather the internalized racism within the colored/negro/black commumty. 

Whether that "internalized racism" was a result of institutional planning by a white constituent 
to divide a group of colored/negro/blacks for financial profit (slavery) was not the concern. 
Slavery had been abolished by at least three generations in the 1960s, but those slave descendants 
had not yet washed away all of the racial residue developed when slavery was a burgeoning 
business in the south. 

Instead, colored/negro/blacks held to those values and firmly developed a self-loathing th~t 
found black/black skin distasteful and celebrated lighter hues as more palatable. A self-loathmg 
that referred to thickly coiled locks as "nappy" and straighter hair as "good." A self-loathing 
where being black/black was synonymous with "ugly" and being yellow was synonymous with 
"pretty." 

Marriage alliances were determined by color and how the offspring would benefit. Churches 
and social organizations required people to pass a "brown paper bag test." "Black get back, 
brown stick aroun', white - well all right!" was not just a ditty but a way bf life. 

I've always been fascinated by race and how individuals process who they are - information 
gleaned from family members, friends, immediate community and from their own collective 
thoughts after staring at themselves in a mirror. Has· "internalized racism" touched your life 
in anyway? 

-Jennifer Kay Jeter 
Director Yellowman 

~ Cast Biographies 

NICHOLE M. STRONG (Alma) 
is making her Weathervane stage 
debut playing Alma in Yellowman. 
Nichole is very excited to be 
working with Jennifer Kay Jeter 
on this thought-provoking show. 

It is an honor to work with a director whom 
she both respects and considers a dear friend. 
A junior at The University of Akron, Nichole 
spent this past summer working with Terry 
Burgler and the illustrious company of Ohio 
Shakespeare Festival: a fitting training ground 
to prepare for this role. Some of Nick's 
previous shows include King Richard III (OSF 
2011}, Elegies for Angels, Punks and Raging 
Queens (First Grace UCC 2010}, You Can't 
Take It with You ( Coach House Theatre 2009) 
and Ragtime (WCP 2008}. What actress would 
be complete without a fan club! She thanks 
her mother and stepfather, Tamela and Sharaf 
Al Mulaiki, grandmother Patricia Strong, 
father Kenneth Eugene Strong, Cristann 
Frazier, aunts Lillian Mitchell and Lucille 
Humphrey, Chet Williams, great grandmother 

~ Creative Team Biographies 

DANIELLE M. TERLONGE 
(Stage Manager) is pleased to 
return to Weathervane after 
several years' absence. She has 
been a part of stage management, 
sound, lighting, and properties 

teams at the theater in the past. Danielle is a 
recent graduate of The University of Akron 
with a degree in Early Childhood Education. 
She thanks her husband for always supporting 
her crazy schedule. 

TODD DIERINGER (Properties 
Designer) is thrilled to be 
designing props for Yellowman. 
You may recall his work as props 
designer for Pippin last season 
and as co-designer for The 

Gertrude Brewer, and a host of other family, 
friends 'and fellow thespians. On with the 
show! Nichole's performance is dedicated to 
Dr. Samuel E. Strong Jr. I love you, Doc. 

MARC JACKSON (Eugene) is 
thrilled and honored to be in 
Yellowman after his Weathervane 
debut in Ragtime (2008). A 
Cleveland native, Marc holds a 
B.A. degree in Theatre from The 

University of Akron. Marc has been involved 
in numerous productions at the university 
and in the community. His favorite roles 
include Ross in Macbeth, Selsdon in Noises 
Off!, the Lawyer in A Dream Play, gang 
member in Ragtime and, more recently, Jesus 
in Godspell, at Our Redeemer Lutheren Church 
in Solon (2010}. Marc is also involved in 
many scenes, plays and short films for his 
church: SPAN Ministries, in Tallmadge. He 
is thankful to God, family, and friends for 
their ongoing love and support. Please enjoy 
the show! 

Wedding Singer. Todd was our scenic designer 
for The Sisters Rosensweig, Children of a Lesser 
God, Man of La Mancha and Three Tall Women. 
He helps build scenery for many of our 
productions and serves as the Properties 
Department Chair on our Production Board. 
He shares his passion for theatre with his 
father, Roger, who also volunteers in the scene 
shop. Todd is the systems administrator in 
the adnissions office at The University of 
Akron. Todd says, "Theatre is a communal 
art and I'm proud to be part of the 
Weathervane community - my second 
family." 

I 



a Creative Team Biographies ~ continued 

RYAN DURFEE (Lighting 
Designer) is a graduate of Kent 
State University with a degree in 
Theater. He works for a local 
production company where he is 
a production manager for various 

concerts and events. Some of his lighting 
designs at Weathervane include Romeo & Juliet, 
The Emperors New Clothes, Our Town and a 
Doll's House, and co-designs for As Bees in 
Honey Drown and Crowns. 

JASEN J. SMI1H (Costume 
Designer) joined the Weathervane 
professional staff in August 2008 
as its Resident Costume Designer 
and Costume Shop Manager. 
Since then, he has designed 

costumes for the Playhouse's productions of 
Children of Eden, Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, Bloody Murder, Intimate 
Apparel and Pride and Prejudice among others. 
His co-costuming credits include Putting It 
Together (with Adam Thatcher) and Man of 
La Mancha (with Hedy Jones), the latter of 
which earned him and his collaborator the 
Chanticleer Award for best costume design. 
Jasen also won the 2009 Marquee Award for 
Best Costume Design from the Youngstown 

a In the Harris Family Gallery 

Area Community Theatre Association for his 
work on Children of Eden. His other regional 
costume-design credits include Porthouse 
Theatre, Case Western Reserve University and 
the Ohio Light Opera (Pirates of Penzance, The 
Mikado, Robin Hood and The Merry Widow). 

AlAN SCOTI FERRALL (Scenic 
Designer) began his association 
with Weathervane as a backstage 
volunteer under the tutelage of 
the late John R. Thomas. This is 
Scott's 15th season as a 

Weathervane staff member, serving as the 
Resident Technical Director and Scenic 
Designer. Previously, he worked at Cuyahoga 
Falls High School. He has designed sets for 
many local high schools as well as for the 
Players Guild of Canton, Cleveland Signstage 
Theatre and Western Reserve Public Media. 
Scott has earned several Chanticleer Awards 
- one as stage manager for Fences, lighting 
designs for The Laramie Project and A Lesson 
Before Dying; co-lighting designs for A Man 
for All Seasons, The Full Monty and Man of La 
Mancha and, most recently, for Best Technical 
ElementfY oung Actor Series - Lighting Design 
for Joseph. 

Chrisfule Morrow i~ a vibrant, talented woman who has been working in the digital photography 
medium since 2001. That was the year she replaced her chemical darkroom with a computer 
and imaging software. For more tha 10 years prior to 2001, Christine created her art through 
film photography using various traditional chemical darkroom applicatiop.s. She was inspired 
by her father, William Jordan, an accomplished photographer. 

"Once I acquired the computer and software, I had the needed tools but skill was another 
matter. The computer skills I've acquired have been through video tapes, magazines, sharing 
information with others, and spending every free moment experimenting. It is all about 
learning through doing and allowing my imagination free reign. For the majority of my 'digital 
darkroom' images, my photos are combined with digital paint media to produce images that 
lie somewhere between the two artistic expressions. I photograph everything: landscapes, 
scenes, still life arrangements and people -- all with a preference for natural light." 

Christine has exhibited as a solo artist in juried shows and in group shows, winning a number 
of awards. Her photographs have also been featured in Color, a Magazine for Collectors of Fine 
Photography. She received a Gold Award for her work in Special Issue 7, May 2010, and was a 
Merit Winner in Special Issue 10 (Nov. 2010) and Special Issue 13 (May 2011 ). Her piece, 
Under Lock and Key was on view at the Butler Museum in Youngstown in 2011 and later won 
Second Place at Summit Art Space's Kaleidoscope exhibit. We are pleased to include it here in 
The Harris Family Gallery. 

r ; a Production Team 
' Alan Scott Ferrall -- Technical Director 

Kathy Kohl --Assistant Technical Director 

SET CONSTRUCTION 
David Ruggles 
Leah Magnus 
Ruth Ricnardson 

LIGHTS 
David Ruggles 

SOUND 
Christopher Czirok 

COSTUMES 
Susanne Abernathy 
Diantha Seibert 

Thanks to Our Hard-Working Volunteers 
The following are the dedicated volunteers who have assisted us recently. 

Susan Baker 
Patrice Bechtol 
Phyllis Bernel 
Connie Bowen 
June Bretzin 
Dennis Brinton 
Karen Burridge 
Courtney Burton 
Mary Campbell 
Brenda Castorella 
Frank Castorena 
Gail & Leonard Cheslock 
Susanne Clapper 
Wendy Cooley 
Thelma Coss 

Lauretta Cypher Mitzi Mild Sue Smith 
Debbie Shama-Davis Sarah Moon Jacqui Sukie 
Steve Davis Lois Murray Barbie Trotter 
Harriet DeVeto Barbara O'Connor Helen Vari 
Rosalie Ellis John O'Neill Marta Williger 
Helen Fleming Ian Oppenheim Mary Wolfman 
Janis Gallagher Marci Paolucci Elynmarie Kazle 
Sandra Harding Dianne Pape Zimmerman 
Marilyn Heagerty Ruth Richardson Special Thanks to the 
Verna Vander Kooi Nancy Schafer parents of the Joseph cast. 
Carol Krueger Carol Seiberling 
Debra Laird Diantha Seibert 
Pat Lee Pearl Sentelik 
Pam Lightner Dorothy Shaffer 
Nancy Mahoney Laverne Smith 

Memorial donations were made in memory of 
Louise Goodman 

A Memorial donation was made in memory of 
Jean Soudry 

by Helen D. Fleming and Margaret J. Dietz 

Donations were made in honor of the 50th Anniversary of 
Sue and Richard Smith 

by Margaret J. Dietz and Keith D. Campbell 

JOHN HEDGES, Ex:erutive Director 

by Helen D. Fleming 

A donation was made in honor of 
John Grafton & Richard Worswick 

by Vieven & Dan Moore 

Mr. Hedges has an extensive background in theatre as both an actor and a producer. Prior 
to coming to Weathervane, John spent ten years in the acting company at the Barter Theatre 
in Virginia, where he performed in over 60 shows. Other acting credits include performances 
at Town Hall in New York and the Pantages Theatre in Los Angeles. Regionally he has worked 
at the Indiana Repertory Theatre, the Kentucky Shakespeare Festival, Actors Theatre of Louisville 
and the American Stage Festival, where he appeared opposite Academy Award-winner Olympia 
Dukakis in The Cherry Orchard. John has been Managing Director of First Stage Milwaukee, 
Associate Producer of North Shore Music Theatre, Business Director of Gloucester Stage 
Company and General Manager of New York's award-winning Pearl Theatre Company. Mr. 
Hedges is a member of Actors' Equity Association, served on the Board of Directors of Boston's 
StageSource and chaired its Strategic Planning Committee, been a Conference Panelist for 
the American Alliance for Theatre & Education and written for American Theatre magazine. 
He studied at Indiana State University and the Professional Theatre Training Program at the 
University of Delaware, is a graduate of the National Shakespeare Conservatory and holds 
an honorary MFA degree in theatre from Stafford University. A 2009 graduate of Leadership 
Akron (Class XXV), John lives in Medina. 



Connecting you 
r--- Culturally 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Your enrichment begins here. 

I I 
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Open Late After The Show! 

• BURGERS & MORE 
1841 merrlm11n rd. 

330.869.0035 

&Rt<O 
PIZZA, PASTA & MORE 

1 w. exchange st. 
330.475.1600 

briccodowntown.com 

6RT<<O 
BREAKFAST, WNCH & DINNER 

31 SO w. market st. 
330.835.2203 

i 

.Weathervane's legacy Society is 
. .or,ly abpot a year old and already 

•. w,ehave a growing nur:nber pf •• 
peoplewho have told us they·are. 
• planning to remember ... ··.. .. 
Weathervane in their estates in 
the year~ to come. 

What better way to carry on you~· 
tradition of support to 
Weathervane than by a planned 
gif,t. By taking advantage of the 
tax laws which encourage 
charitable giving, the U.S. . . 
Government will share in the cos.t 
of your gift to Weathervane. Your 
gift tan fulfill a specific purpose 
or prqject while providing your 
estate with tax savings . 

. To help ensure that Weathervane 
wilrcontinu~ and if you would like 
Jo have your name added to our 

• Jegae;::ySod~ty,.please conta9;Jqhn?<i/ 
Jle1:foe~ ,at330-836-2~26,or· • • ' •1··' < 

·•Jhc!9g~~.@Weathervaneplayhouse.com. 



i 
tuesday 
musical 

September 20, 2011 

Wynton Marsalis with 
Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Orchestra 

October 18, 2011 

Yuja Wang piano 

November 16, 2011 

Joshua Roman cello 

January 31, 2012 

The Cleveland Orchestra 
Franz Weiser-Most 
Music Director 

Vogler Quartet/ 
Ute Lemper 
with Stefan Malzew 

April 10, 2012 

The Knights 
A Chamber Orchestra 

All concerts begin at 7:30 pm and 
are presented at EJ Thomas Hall, 
The University of Akron 

COACH HOUSE 
THEATRE 

2011-2012 Season 

Shipwrecked! 
An Entertainment 

the amazing adventures of Louis 
de Rougemont (as told by 

himself) 

by Donald Margulies 
Sept 29 - Oct. 16 

The Philadelphia Story 
by Phillip Bany 

Nov. 25 - Dec.18 

And Then 
There Were None 

by Agatha Christie 
Jan. 26 - Feb. 19 

A Moon for the Misbegotten 
by Eugene O'Neill 
March 22- April 8 

Move Over, 
Mrs. Markham 
by Ray Cooney 

&John Chapman 
May 10 - JlUle 3 

www.coachhousetheatre.com 
(330) 434-7741 

Enjoy fine dining before the show at the 
Akron Woman's City Club 

(330) 762-6261. 

Classical. Available anytime with WKSU HD. 

Hear your favorite classical music and much more on crisp, clear 
WKSU HD anytime you want. You get the best in classical and 
folk music, along with an all~news channel. Plus, HD radio offers 
added information, including composer and song title -you can 
even tag songs to be downloaded later. And unlike satellite radio, 
there's no monthly fee. 

NPR. Cl.assical. 
Other smart stmt 

Visit wksu.org/HD for more details. 89.7WKSU 
A8mliDlqflftmlBIIJIIJ~ 



The Longer I Live 
the More Beautiful 
' Life Becomes. 

- l'rnnk Lloyd W!'ight 

Rockynol...You'll Be Happy to Call Us Homel 

•GRNOL 

Akron'.~ Premier Retirement Cc1ma1unity 

330-867-2150 
~ 'if!.~, lad !Ul"J)lt@lf.li'rl/,tll.VlC.t$ J 



EXECUTIVE COACHING • STRATEGIC PLANNING • STRONG, COMMITTED TEAMS 

ZUCKERMAN 
CONSULTING GROUP, INC. 
Focused Leaders • Enel'gized Organizations 

www.ZuckermanConsultingGroup.com 
330.867.3000 • lauriez@zuckermanconsultinggroup.com 

heal 
• • commurune 

through the 
That's more than healthcar 

That's smartcare: 
Summa gladly supports 

the Weathervane Playhouse and its 

commitment to community theatre 

of the highest caliber. 

S ♦ UMMA. 
Health System 

summahealth.org 
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