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~ A Brief History of Weathervane Playhouse 
From the "barn" to Copley Road to the Valley ... 

Weatheivane Community Playhouse b,t:;~an!tsrun in 1935. Four artistically talented 
Woman's City Club members -- GraceHo~~rS~i:1"#8t41Muriel Maclachlan, Laurine Schwan, 
Helen Troesch -- and a core of charter 1!1embers;r~n;tf4 :qieempty carriage house belonging 
to Akron's Senator Charles Dick. Their go,;1.lwasto prese:qtawide spectrum of plays: classics, 
dramas, comedies, new works .., even opera - with casting open to anyone who fit a part. 

The women chose a carnival as their fun;draiserJo start paying the rent. Despite a 
drenching downpour, they raised $60.They narrrndtheis space ''vVeatheivane" after the 
rooster on the barn'scupola, After deaningtheirnew hOIPJ\ scrounging for seats, a curtain 
and a coffee pot, Weatheivane opehedjts first season. Durin.gthat surnmer of 1935 the group 
presented seven fullycostumed andgtaged plays. In 1936, Muriel MacLachlan with the other 
founders offered classes to children; and adults, beginning a tradition that has become today's 
Education Department. In 1938. a Women's Board was formed to offer volunteer financial 
assistance. It, too, continues to th.is day. 

The "barn" was home untilit was sold. I,ri 195tthe Playhouse purchased a cement block 
building at 1471 Copley Road and renov,ited)t fora. theater with seating capacity of 125. 
The all-volunteer organizationhired its first employee, Nora Scott, as custodian/ticket manager. 
Actual managementof the Playhouse was):1andled by the Operating Board, which reported 
to the Board of Trustees. Because directors were becoming scari::e, the Board hired Bob Belfance 
as full-time Manager/Director. He heldtheposition from}961-69 and from 1974-92. During 
the Copley Road days, plays were preselited six days a week. Because of their popularity, not 
everyone who wanted to see a show could be accommodated. A new home was planned. 
During the 1960s the membership's plans came together in June 1970 with the opening of 
Dark of the Moon here on Weatheivane Lane. Longtime friend and founder Grace Hower 
Crawford died in 1971, remembering the Playhouse in her will. Her money enabled the 
Board to pare down the mortgage and set up an Endowment Fund. The last mortgage payment 
was made in 1974 through a contribution oft!ieWomen's Board. Three major additions 
followed; these included first-floor restrooms, classrooms, a costume shop, fly gallery and 
elevator. The former scene shop became the John L. Dietz Theater/Classroom in 2005 and 
the lobby project was just completed for the opening of the 75th season. 
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2303 W. Market St, Akron 
Pilgrim Square 

330-836-4101 

Cakes • Cookies • Gourmet Desserts 
Pastries • Sandwiches • Soups • Breads 

For your next business meeting or event, let us help 
you impress and delight your guests with premium 
quality sandwich and dessert trays or customized 
gourmet boxed lunches and salads. 

Delicious taste and excellent presentation can be 
delivered right to your door. 

2011-2012 Tour Season 

Huck Finn's Story 
(October through June) 

How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas 

(November and December) 

The Mirrorman 
(January through June) 
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www. thei llusionfactory. org 
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"An AhroH TraditioH 
SiHU 1949"" 

• Award Winning Food 
• Casual Dining 
• Old World Elegance 

Fe<1turing Our Famous • 
Homemade 

• Pizza 
• Lasagna 
• Antipasto 

IO'i N. MAIN ST 



Hrrini ~ @>Ur 

gr@>U_f t@> .. 

W=.t·a.t h=.t·rva.n=tl 

Group Leaders: 
Call 

Lisa Mansfield 
330-836-2626 

lmansfield@ 
weathervaneplayhouse.com 

We listen intently to your dreams and 
celebrate your accomplishments. Experience, 
integrity, trust and compassion are the tools we use 
to help guide you toward Significant Tomorrows'." 

FROM 3 -9 P.M. 

Comments .. . 
Suggestions .. . 
Reviews .... 

John Hedges 
jhedges@weathervaneplayhouse.com 
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Millennial Group. 

Call us today for a complimentary conversation 
and discover our unique approach to wealth management. 

WEALTH ADVISORS 
Life made meaningful. .. 

Jes, w. Hurst ll CF!" 
Certif!ed An-anc!a1 Planner, Co-founder 

520 SOUTH 

Thomas M.PresperCFP' 
Certified flmmda! Planner, Partner 

Kenneth Wilh.efm 
FiMttdal Adi/ls-or; Co-founder 

Securities and lnvestmentAdviso1y Services offered through MulHinancial Securities Corporation 
Member FINRA/SIPC Multi-Financial Seculities Corporation is not affiliated with Millennial Group Wealth Advisors. 
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MAKE AKRON SYMPHON" 

PART OF YO 

Opening Night 
September 17, 2011 

Opera's Greatest 
Moments 
October 15, 2011 

Ben, Beethoven 
and Brahms 
November 12, 2011 

Wicked Dhli<\!$ 
November 19, 2011 

December 16, 20:1.:1. 

'fitanic: 
Tho Musical 
Akl'on Civic Theatre 
April 14, 20:1.2 

Gospel Meets 
Symphony 
February 25, 24)12 

Akron Symphony 
Chorus Concert 
April 22, 2012 

Concerts for Kids: 
Peter and the Wolf 
May,2012 



a Weathervane Boards and Staff 

2011-2012 Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee: 
Jess W. Hurst ........................................... President 
Michael Gaffney ....................... First Vice President 
Ian S. Haberman .................. Second Vice President 

Trustees: 
Alyce Altwies 
Mark Auburn 
Susan C. Baker 
Barbara Baskin 

Officers: 
Bunny Lazarow , • 
Lucy J. Randi 
Bess Raine 
Elynmarie· 

Cast S 

Clarence (Chic) Carlson 
Richard Ellison 
Sandra Emerick 
Helen Davison Fleming 
Barry Friedman 

Chair .......................... .. 
Stage Managers ................... . 
Properties Department.. ........ . 
Lighting Department ............ .. 
Lighting Co-Chair ................. .. 
Sound Department ................ . 
Costume Department ............ . 

John Hedges .............................. Ex 
Janis L. Harcar ................ Director of vancement 
Keith D. Campbell ................ Dir. of Audience Dev. 
Melanie Y.C. Pepe ................ Director of Education 

Young Actor Series Producer 
Alan Scott Ferrall. ... Scenic Designerffech. Director 
Barbara Trotter ............. Coordinator of Volunteers 
Lisa Mansfield ............... Patron Services Manager/ 

Group Sales Coordinator 
Jasen J. Smith .................. Costume Shop Manager 

Resident Costume Designer 

Bob Bonchack .......................................... Secretary 
Jim Horvath .............................................. Treasurer 
Malia Gelfo ................................ Member-At-Large 

Edward L. Gilbert Bess Raines 
Jay He 
Judy 
Bunn 
Chari 

Pat Shallahamer 
Rita Weinberg 
Mario Weiss 

.............................. Jill Forster 
..................................... Sue Smith 

..... ,, ......................... .John Hedges 
ctions ................ Melanie Y.C. Pepe 
............................... Barbie Trotter 

............................ Jack Steele 

ey ........ Educa n Outreach Coordinator 
es .......................... Education Assistant 
ohl ........... Assistant Technical Director 
nathy .................... Firsthand/Stitcher 
na ....... Special Projects Coordinator/ 

Advertising Sales 
Caroline Klein ...................................... Bookkeeper 
S & B Services (Cleaning) .............. Shannon Brown 
MINX Design (Graphic Design) ......... Cecilia Sveda 
Crum, Buchanan and Associates ............... Auditors 

----,---

a Our Generous Donors 
We gratefully acknowledge the support of the following individuals, corporations 

and foundations. This listing is updated as the season progresses. (*denotes current renewal) 
' 

Diamond Members ($7,500+) Gold Members ($500 - $999) 
*City of Akron Department of *Sophie & Steve Albrecht 

Planning & Urban Dev. The Anonymous Trucker 
* Akron Community Foundation *Robert M. Bonchack * 
*H. Peter Burg Fund of ACF Dorothy L. D'Andrea 
Kenneth L. Calhoun Charitable Deluxe Corporation 

Trust, KeyBank, Trustee *Todd Dieringer 
Mary S. & David C. Corbin *Mary Beth and Richard Ellison* 

Foundation *Sandra * and Scott Emerick 
*GAR Foundation Charlotte and Jim Horvath * 
* John S. Knight Foundation * Jess W. Hurst * 
John A. McAlonan Fund of ACF *Mrs.Annetta Karam 
*Margaret Clark Morgan Fdn. *Leslie and Richard Lund 
*Ohio Arts Council Michelson Charitable Trust 
*Weathervane Women's Board Millennium Fund for Children 

Platinum Members 
($1,000 - $7,499) 

*Francia Albrecht 
Susan * and Patrick Baker 
Roger G. Berk & Ellen Tschappat 
Glenn R. & Alice V. Boggess 

Memorial Foundation 
Mary & Dr. George L. Demetros 

Charitable Trust 
Margaret J. Dietz 
FirstEnergy Corporation 
*Helen Davison Fleming* 
Gay Community Endowment 

Fund of ACF 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. 
Roe Green 
*Unhee Kim 
*Shelley and Tom Koutnik 
*Maureen and James P. Kovach 
The Lehner Family Foundation 
C. Blake, Jr. & Beatrice K. 

McDowell Foundation 
W. Paul & Thora J. Mills Fdn. 
The R.C. and Katherine M. 

Musson Charitable Foundation 
OMNOVA Solutions Foundation 
The Gertrude F. Orr Trust Advised 

Fund of ACF 
Charles E. and Mabel M. Ritchie 

Memorial Foundation 
Michael D. Russell 
Sisler McFawn Foundation 
Lloyd L. and Louise K. Smith 

Memorial Foundation 
Welty Family Foundation 

Laura R. & Lucian Q. Moffit Fdn. 
* Richard Shirey 
*Mary and Mel Wolfman 

Silver Members ($250 - $499) 
Akrochem Corporation 
* AlycH & Charles Altwies 
Amer Insurance 
*Beverly Brown 
*Chic Carlson * 
*Roger Dieringer 
* Barry Friedman * and Dede Klein 
*Corina & Michael Gaffney* 
*Diana and John Gayer 
GOJO Industries 
Mary and Roy Hartz 
*Maxine & Jim Harwood 
Janet and Jim Heilmeier 
* Jay R. Hershey* 
Martha Kaltenbach and 

Thomas R. Trotter 
*L.J. & Rick Kimble 
*Barbara and Dr. Edward Koosed 
Eileen and Gary Leidich 
*Elizabeth & Charles Nelson* 
* Patricia S. Obenour 
*Barbara B. O'Connor 
*John P. O'Neill 
*Vicky & Gary Rambler 
*Lucy* and Ted Randles 
* Judy and Roger Read 
*Dr. & Mrs. Douglas W. Sanders 
*Steven P. Schmidt, PhD & 

Richard J. Krochka 
*Cynthia Stillings 
Heathyr & David Ullmo 
*Dr. Julia Grossman and 

... 
James R. Vargo 

*Helen Vari 
*Connie & Robert Velotta 
*Michelle Williams & 

Mario Weiss * 
*Marta Williger & Ian Oppenheir 
Mona Wolfman 
Zuckerman Consulting Group 

Patron Members ($150 - $24~ 
*Drs. Mark* & Sandy Auburn 
Connie and Richard Bair 
Mary and Roland Bauer 
*Mary Ann and Doug Bell 
*Henry Bishop and Karen WoOI 
*Carol J. & Kenneth F. Button 
Crum, Buchanan & Associates 
*Patricia S. Brown 
Tegan Corradino 
*Gail & Len Cheslock 
Julie and Brad Custer 
Marie and Marc Dusini 
*Hope E. Everhart 
*Dr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Farkas 
FirstMerit Bank 
Mary & John Fazio 
Jon A. Fiume 
*Mr. & Mrs. David A. Gardner 
*Malia Gelfo* 
*Delphinia & Edward Gilbert* 
* Janis and Raymond Harcar 
*Marilyn Heagerty 
* Judy Holder* 
Stephen J. Koniers and Eunice 

Cuirle 
* Judy and Richard Kotick 
*Carol W. Krueger 
*Ingrid and Frank Kunstel 
The Maynard Family Foundatio 
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Manby 
*Margaret and John McBride 
Magen Real Estate Co. 
Virginia "Ginger" Moline 
*Sheila Motter 
* Jo Ann Oelschlager 
*Barbara Pomeroy 
*John M. Ream, Jr. 
Riverparke Building Company 
Helene and Bill Rogovy 
*Pat* & John Shallahamer 
*Sue and Richard Smith 



a Our Generous Donors - continued 

Patron Members (continued) 
*Thomas M. Stephan 
Pete Ulrich 
*Ellen & Jack Vollman 
Nora & Chuck Whitehouse 
*Rita J. Weinberg* 
* Richard Worswick and 

John Grafton 

Sustaining Members 
($100 - $149) 
*Mary Jane Baron 
*Barbara Baskin * 
*Betty E. Comstock 
*Robert W. Dague 
*Rebecca DeBolt 
Patricia & Thomas Doak 
*Wendy Duke 
*William C. Fiala 
David A. Gardner 
*Ian S. Haberman* 
Patricia & Lynn Hastman 
*Ellen F. and Karl S. Hay 
* John Hedges 
*Libby and Dr. Jack Jacobs 
*Drs. Sumru & Charles Johnson 
*Keith Klafehn 
*Mary Beth Kluge 
*Margaret McDowell Lloyd 
*Gregg Manes & Deanna Long 
*Patti & Shana MargoUs 
*Martha S. Mazak 
Jo McGarvey 
*Patricia & Arthur McRowe 
The Moushey Family 
Bessie M. Raines* 
*Gloria T. Reich 

* Denotes 'Ihtstees 
* Denotes Renewals 

*Beverly Rogacs 
*Kim & Chas Schreckenberger 
*Barbara and Jim Shriner 
*Sharon & Kenneth Siloac 
*Lois A. Simmons 
*Ethel Soudry 
Jack T. Steele 
Sterling Jewelers 
* James Switzer and 

Gretchen Laatsch 
*Paula and John Troche 
Shirley and Donald Weisend 
*Linda Werntz and 

Robert Cunningham 
*Harold F. White 
*Mary Whitmer & Stanley Brandt 
*Betty J. and Ken Zeigler 
June and Dan Zeno 
Laurie Zuckerman and 

Steve Johnson 

Contributors 
(Gifts of $25 - $99) 
*Dr. Thomas & Pauline Adams 
*Eleanor and Richard Aron 
Robert 0. Baab 
* Jean Blair 
*Loretta E. Bower 
* Janet & Donne Clark 
Fredrika E. Cornell 
*Debbie & Steve Davis 
Catherine & Raymond DeMattia 
*Mr. & Mrs. John DeYoung 
*Phyllis & Bill Dreyer 
*Patricia & Robert Filipovich 
Frances Fischer 
Beverly Garrett 

*George J. Gauthier 
*Gloria Gooden 
*Bart P. Hamilton 
*Linda Heath 
Lynette & Ken Hoehn 
* Judy & Frank Hostnick 
*Patricia & Timothy Jolly 
Shirley E. Jordan 
*Kay Lucak 
* Arlene McKinnon 
*Richard & Barbara Metzler 
*Debra Moirano 
Catherine Naglak 
*Harvey Nerhood 
Margo Parker 
Lynne and Jason Poulton 
* Jean Questel 
*Thelma and Joseph Rapotec 
*Dr. & Mrs. John B. Saks 
*Sue and Joe Schaut 
Donald Schmid 
*Roger Sparhawk 
Mildred and Ludwig Stern 
* Jennifer Thomas 
*Sylvia & Marc Trundle 
*Syd Tierney 
*Carol Zeh 

Volunteer Members 
* Jeffrey Bixby 
* Jason Bryan Maurer 
*Stephanie & William Kist 

Matching Gifts 
The Lubrizol Foundation 

Thank you to our production underwriters ... 
Ohio Arts Council 
.A STATE AGENCY 

THAT SUPPORTS PUBLIC 

PROGRAMS IN THE ARTS 

Mai¥1'il:-1a-rk_M_or_g_an_ 
Foundation 

COMMUNITY ~ 
'

AKRON 

OUNDATION ~ 
tftf.'7 
WK'U 

Kenneth L. Calhoun Charitable Trust Welty Family Foundation 

Thank you to all our donors! 
"Giving to others is a key element in well-being. It's abundantly clear from a number of studies 
that people who live generous lives also live happier lives. " 

Dr. Stephen Post 
Why Good Things Happen to Good People 



Weathervane's 

"Thank Yon Dollar" Program 
If you've enjoyed your experience at Weathervane, we ask that 

you please consider giving a 'Thank You Dollar" as you exit the 
theater. (You'll see a contribu box near the lobby's exit doors.) 

As you probably know, e ome accounts for only 65% of 
our total expenses. The h Weathervane patron 
gave just $1 extra af • be able to meet our 
goal for Individual C w your appreciation 
of this performanc ' after the show? 

And now, your 
dollar you give, t 
Foundation will m 

Bravo!!! 

n further. For every 
Akron Community 

ubling your contribution! 

I 

On behalf of all of us here at Weathervane, I thank you for 
your support. 

Sincerely, 

John Hedges 
Executive Director 

&osERI 
~i&AZI ... ~ Through Dec. 18 

Call for availability. ,:V.~~~~ 
'1:19 q Musical by Tim Rice & Andrew Lloyd Webber 
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Weathervane 
- PLAYHOUSE -

77th Season-~ 2011 - 2012 ... 
Special Holiday Production #5 

December 1 - 22, 2011 

wc5tct~ful Life 
• A LIVE DADIO PLAY• 

Adapted by Joe Landry 
from the screenplay by 

Frances Goodrich, Albert Hackett, Frank Capra and Jo Swerling 

Directed by Bob Belfance 

Stage Manager 
JILL FORSTER 

Sound Designer 
JERRY MIRMAN 

Properties Co-Designers 
JERRY MIRMAN & ALAN SCOTT FERRALL 

Costume Designer 
JASEN J. SMITH 

Scenic/Lighting Designer 
ALAN SCOTT FERRALL 

It's a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play is produced by special arrangement with 
Playscripts, Inc., 450 Seventh Avenue, Suite 809, New York, N.Y. 10123. 

Weathervane Community Playhouse, 1301 Weathervane Lane, Alaon, OH 44313-5186 
Ticket Office: 330-836-2626 • Fax: 330-873-2150 • weathervaneplayhouse.com 



a About the Play and Playwright 

About the Play 

Inspired by the timeless 1946 American film It's a Wonderful Life, this inventive, re-imagined 
version of the Christmas classic brings the film to life on stage in the form of a live radio 
broadcast. 

The play is set in 1946 and a group of actors has assembled in the studio ofradio station 
WAKYto deliver a live radio broadcast for the "studio audience" (or, in other words, the people 
watching the play!). 

When the "On the Air" sign is illuminated, the actors begin to act out the film's familiar 
story. Using different voices and quick-change characterizations, all of the W AKY Radio Players I 
perform multiple roles, bringing to life the dozens of characters who populate Bedford Falls. I 

In this stage version of It's a Wonderful Life, a sound-effects artist - known as a Foley artist 
- sits on stage and creates the play's sound effects in "real time" - just as one would have heard 
during the golden age of radio. 

The central plot from the film remains the same: We meet George Bailey, a despondent 
man who ponders suicide on Christmas Eve. Thanks to the intervention of an angel named 
Clarence, George quickly discovers how many lives he has touched, and he soon realizes that 
he cannot abandon his family or his community. 

George, Mary, Clarence, Zuzu and Mr. Potter - and all of the memorable citizens of 
Bedford Falls - are sure to warm your holiday heart in this inventive re-imagining of Frank 
Capra's timeless cinematic treasure. 

It's a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play premiered at The Rich Forum at the Stanford 
(Connecticut) Center for the Arts on Dec. 1, 1996. Since then, the play has been performed 
regionally across America by hundreds of amateur and professional theater companies. 

About the Playwright 
For It's a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play, playwright Joe Landry adapted his script from 

the screenplay by Frances Goodrich, Albert Hackett, Frank Capra and Jo Swerling. Landry's 
other plays, which have been produced across the country and internationally, include Reefer 
Madness, Vintage Hitchcock: A Live Radio Play, Eve & Co., Beautiful, Hollywood Babylon and Numb. 
He attended Playwrights Horizons/New York University, founded Second Guess Theatre 
Company in Connecticut and is a member of the Dramatists Guild of America. He is currently 
developing new projects for the stage and screen. His official Web site is at www.joelandry.com. 

a In the Harris Family Gallery 

From Crouse Elementary School, we have art work created by third grade 
students from the classrooms of Mrs. Tara Green, Mrs. Terri Hudson, and Mrs. 
Julia Spangler with Miss Erica Flemmer, the Art Teacher for all the students. 
This year marks the tenth anniversary of the special relationship that exists 
between Crouse Elementary School and Weathervane Community Playhouse 
during the run of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. The 
students/artists and their teachers are invited guests to a daytime performance 
of the musical. After the show, they have their picture taken with the cast and 
they are then treated to a reception in the lobby. Our thanks to the students 
and teachers for the artwork that has been provided for our holiday season! 

f 

t 
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a The WAKY Radio Players 

Emma Antal, 
Joseph Antal 
Bob Belf ance 

Carol Belf ance 
Sophia Belfance Colford 

Elizabeth Engle 
John Fazio 
Jim Fippin 

Timothy M. Kelley 
Bunny Lazarow-Lacey 

Jerry Mirman 
David P. Myers 
Vince Richards 
Mason Scott 

Gracie Thanasiu 

There will be 1WO 10-Minute INTERMISSIONS 

-



a About Our Director ~ Bob Belfance (AEA, AFTRA, SAG) 

Bob is directing his 19 3rd production at Weathervane. He started his 
professional career as a radio actor at the age of nine. By age 20 Bob 
had played over 200 roles on radio, on stage, in films and on television. 
He began directing a year later. In New York, Lee Strasberg invited 
Bob to become an observer at the world famous Actors Studio. A few 
of his directing credits, prior to joining Weathervane, included (among 
others) directing Alan and Robert Alda, Howard Da Silva, and working 
with Alfred Drake developing a musical, Dr. Willy Nilly. Ray Wise (Twin 
Peaks) credits Bob with making his career possible. When Bob became 
Weathervane's first professional managing director, he said his goal 

was to build a new state-of-the-art theatre. In 1970 Weathervane opened its doors here 
in the valley. Bob was responsible for transforming Weathervane into one of Ohio's 
leading non-professional theaters. Over his long and varied career Bob has produced 
and directed several world premieres at Weathervane as well as award-winning films. 
In 2002, Bob's life-long contribution to his art was recognized when he was inducted 
into the Ohio Community Theater Hall of Fame. Bob (with wife Carol) co-owned a 
bed and breakfast, co-authored a book and co-hosted a radio show. Bob has directed 
Carol in a number of memorable productions, but this is the first play in which they 
have appeared together. Bob is especially pleased to have his granddaughter Sophia 
( third generation to appear on stage) making her debut in this production with her 
Grandpa and Grandma. 

Director's Notes 

Vivid in my memory is a treasured moment from my grandparents' Golden Wedding 
Anniversary in the spring of 1951. Ten of the youngest grandchildren were gathered around 
my Grandpa's chair. Television was relatively new at that time and many of the stars of radio 
would soon be making the transition to "the tube." My curly-haired cousin, Joyce, age four, 
was comfortably perched on our Grandpa's lap. He posed this question to her: "Honey, which 
do you like best, television or radio?" She quickly replied, "Oh Grandpa, I like radio best." 
"Why is that?" asked Grandpa. Joyce's com-flower blue eyes became as large as saucers: 
"Because the pictures are better." 

Radio has been accurately described as "the theater of the mind." The success or failure 
of any given program was in direct relationship to its ability to evoke the listener's mental 
images. The listening audience gave little thought to the ages or appearances of those early 
radio actors. The important concern was how did the audience imagine them? , 

It was for this reason that balding, middle-aged men could portray young, virile leading 
men, while women very often played the parts written for young girls and boys. I became a 
radio actor at the age of nine and played young boys and girls for several years. I was lucky 
that the station's directors preferred my vocal qualities over those of the actresses available to 
them. 

Unlike the theater, radio didn't need expensive and elaborate costumes. It didn't need 
makeup and props. It didn't require scenery or exotic locations. Radio had something better. .. 
the listener's imagination. 

All radio had to do to avail itself of this magical world of fantasy was to create images 
through the suggestion of sound. Ironically, when it was decided to use sound effects on radio, 
it was also discovered that there was virtually no one in broadcasting who knew anything about 
creating sound effects. A new role was created, the Sound Effects Man. 

Tonight you will see a recreation of how Actors and the Sound Effects Man worked together 
to capture the listener's imagination. Enjoy! 

a Cast Biographies 

EMMA ANTAL (Young Violet, 
Janie) is a student at Miller South 
School for the Visual and 
Performing Arts, where she was 
seen in Guys and Dolls and will 
soon be in Willie the Shake's 

Greatest Hits. For Weathervane, she was in 
Seussical: The Musical and Go, Dog. Go! and 
for ANTIC she was Bofur the Dwarf in The 
Hobbit. 

JOSEPH ANTAL (Young 
George/Young Harry, Tommy) 
is a member of the Commedia 
Dell'Arte Troup at Miller South 
School for the Visual and 
Performing Arts. He has 

performed with his choir two years in our 
productions of Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat. Other production 
participation includes Alice Through the Looking 
Glass, Star Journey and The Hobbit. 
BOB BELFANCE (Clarence, Ernie, Old Man 
Collins, Charlie, Martini) See Director Bio 

CAROL BELFANCE (AEA, 
AFTRA, SAG) has appeared in 
more than 150 professional and 
community theater productions. 
She has receiveq Chanticleers for 
her performances in The Crucible, 

A Streetcar Named Desire, Watch on the Rhine 
and.Chicago. Caroi earned a Masters Degree 
in speech/theater from The University of 
Akron, where she taught classes in theater, • 
speech and communications. She has 
choreographed several Weathervane 
productions and created the original adult 
acting program for the theater. Favorite roles 
include: Claire - A Delicate Balance; Dr. 
Livingston - Agnes of God; Wife of Bath -
Canterbury Tales; Lady Bracknell - The 
Importance of Being Earnest and Melba (Zip!) 
- Pal Joey (with Arlene Dahl). She is thrilled 
to be appearing with such a talented cast and 
to share the stage with her favorite director, 
Bob, and granddaughter Sophia as she makes 
her acting debut. 

SOPHIA BELFANCE COLFORD 
(Zuzu) is a second grader at Old 
Trail School. She studies dance 
(tap and jazz), enjoys classes in 
Tae Kwan Do and is a student of 
Greek history and language at 

the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church. 
She is becoming proficient at playing the 
violin, enjoys drawing, playing word games 
and singing excerpts from her favorite movie 
musicals. Her instructor says, "Sophia is 
developing a wicked back hand on the tennis 

court." Sophia is making her community 
theater debut in this prQS;iuction. 

ELIZABETH ENGLE (Mary) is a 
student at The University of 
Akron who performed in our 
Youth production of Pride and 
Prejudice as Jane Bennet in the 
spring of 2010. Elsewhere, she 

performed in The Somewhat Tale of Robin 
Hood, It's a Wonderful Life and While 
Shakespeare Slept. She was a national qualifier 
for duo interpretation in Speech and Debate 
during high school and has been dancing 
and singing for most of her life. 

JOHN FAZIO (Potter, Horace, 
Nick, Cop, Bridge Keeper) lives 
in Fairlawn with his wife, Mary, 
who is retired after a career in 
public relations. He has five 
children, she has two. All seven 

have left the nest. John is an attorney, having 
practiced in the Cleveland-Akron area for 46 
years. One ofJohn's avocations is the study 
of the American Civil War. He is a member 
of the Cleveland Civil War Roundtable and 
was its President in 2006-2007. He has written 
extensively on the war and speaks to various 
groups around the country on this and other 
subjects. John has been active in community 
theater for about 40 years. Some of you with 
long memories may remember him in the 
1972 Weathervane production of Death of a 
Salesman, directed by La;rry Moran. Other 
acting credits include Long Day's Journey into 
Night, Private Lives, Rashomon, Seascape, That 
Championship Season, Toys in the Attic and, 
most recently at Weathervane, The Rainmaker. 
John has also directed several productions 
and has written a full-length play, Tightrope, 
which has had a couple of staged readings. 

JIM FIPPIN (George) has 
appeared on stage at Porthouse 
Theatre, Weathervane, Coach 
House, The Players Guild of 
Canton and Magical Theatre 
Company, and has performed 

with the Ohio Shakespeare Festival and The 
Largely Literary Theatre Company. His resume 
includes roles in Richard III, Lettice & Lavage, 
Custer, The Real Thing, Uncle Vanya, The Odd 
Couple, The Lion in Winter, Hamlet and Twelfth 
Night. Jim has directed productions of Who's 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, Proof, Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof, Private Lives, Last of the Red Hot 
Lovers, Betrayal and Chapter Two at Coach 
House Theatre. At Weathervane, he has staged 
Italian American Reconciliation, Love! Valour! 
Compassion! and Someone Who'll Watch Over 
Me. Jim earned his Bachelor of Fine Arts 
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degree in Theatre Performance from Otterbein 
College, where he met his wife, Elaine. 
Together they live in Wadsworth with their 
daughter, Emelie. 

TIMOTHY M. KELLEY (Billy, 
Sheriff, Binky) is a graduate of 
The University of Akron with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Theatre. He was seen in 
Weathervane productions 

including Enchanted April, Wait Until Dark, 
Much Ado About Nothing, The Dresser and Alice 
in Wonderland. At Coach House he was in 
Picasso at the Lapin Agile and Broadway Bound. 

BUNNY LAZAROW-LACEY 
(Violet, Matilda, Ruth, Mrs. 
Thompson) returns to the stage 
following a long absence. After 
graduating from Miami 
University with a B.A. degree in 

Communications & Theater, she appeared in 
the Weathervane productions of How Now 
Dow Jones and Anything Goes at the University 
Club and, later, Kiss Me, Kate and Vanities 
here at Weathervane. Bunny has also done 
shows at Stow Players & Coach House, and 
murder mysteries down in Cincinnati, on 
one of the riverboats. She stage managed The 
Gin Game and, over the years, has run sound, 
lights and props for many different shows 
here. She also ushers and works the gift shop 
through her involvement with the 
Weathervane Women's Board, for which she 
currently serves as its president. 

JERRY MIRMAN (Sound Man, 
Male, Voice, Man, Ed, Man) has 
been involved in community 
theater, both on and off stage, 
for the last 35 years. Off stage he 
has been a Production Stage 

Manager for over 120 shows. Jerry has also 
designed lights, sound and props for 
Weathervane, Coach House Theatre and the 
Ohio Shakespeare Festival. On stage at 
Weathervane, Jerry has appeared in The Last 
of Mrs Lincoln, with Weathervane's own Flo 
Beard, Major Barbara, 1776, Man of La Mancha 
and The Sound of Music to name just a few. 
Jerry thanks Director Bob Belfance for the 
opportunity to return to Weathervane as an 
actor and sound designer for It's a Wonderful 
Life. Jerry dedicates his performance to his 
parents who passed away this year and were 

always supportive of his love of theater. Lastly, 
thanks to Zsazsa for being there for him. 

DAVID P. MYERS (Harry, Bert, 
Peter, Sam, Dr. Campbell, Mr. 
Welch) won a Best Supporting 
Actor Chanticleer for his role as 
Herr Keller in The Sound of Music. 
He was also seen on the 

Weathervane stage in A Doll's House, Children 
of a Lesser God, The Grapes of Wrath and Arsenic 
and Old Lace. David is a teacher at Cuyahoga 
Valley Christian Academy where he performed 
in Annie, Fiddler on the Roof The Sound of 
Music and Flowers for Algernon. He is a graduate 
of Taylor University. 

VINCE RICHARDS (Announcer, 
Joseph, Shultz) is excited to be 
returning to the Weathervane 
stage where he was last seen in 
A View from the Bridge. Vince has 
been fortunate enough to have 

been involved in several productions at 
Weathervane Playhouse and Coach House 
Theatre, including Present Laughter, The Great 
White Hope and The Rainmaker to name a few. 
He thanks Bob Belfance for giving him this 
opportunity to work with such a talented cast 
and crew. 

MASON SCOTT (Apprectice/ 
Sound Effects Man/Young 
Harry/Pete) is so excited to be 
part of this production. He is a 
6th grader at Miller South School. 
He lives in West Akron with his 

three brothers and his parents, where he grew 
up listening to radio plays and he loves them. 
He plays bass, loves to read and likes to play 
basketball. Mason has participated in many 
camps at Weathervane and really enjoys 
theater. He hopes that everyone loves the 
performance and will tell all their friends. 

GRACIE THANASIU (Young 
Mary, Janie), age 11, is thrilled 
to be in It's a Wonderful Life. This 
production will be her Weather­
vane debut and her 10th show 
overall. She thanks the entire 

cast for being "wonderful" all the time. She 
also sends love to her family and friends. 
Shoutout to Shannon: You inspire me. XOXO. 
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JILL FORSTER (Stage Manager) 
is a second generation 
Weathervaner and a 35-year 
veteran of stage management. She 
has three Chanticleers for lighting 
designs. In her long association 

with the Playhouse's Women's Board, she has 
served as treasurer for youth programs, as First 
Vice-President and is now the Immediate Past 
President. Jill holds degrees from The 
University of Akron in sociology and criminal 
justice and works as Director of Specialty 
Courts for the Akron Municipal Court. She 
thanks her husband Jim for his strong support. 
JERRY MIRMAN (Properties Co­
Designer/Sound Designer) See cast biographies 

JASEN J. SMITH (Costume 
Designer) joined the Weathervane 
professional staff in August 2008 
as its Resident Costume Designer 
and Costume Shop Manager. 
Since then, he has designed 

costumes for the Playhouse's productions of 
Children of Eden, Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, Bloody Murder, Intimate 
Apparel and Pride and Prejudice among others. 
His co-costuming credits include Putting It 
Together (with Adam Thatcher) and Man of La 
Mancha (with Hedy Jones), the latter of which 
earned him and his collaborator the 
Chanticleer Award for best costume design. 

Jasen also won the 2009 Marquee Award for 
Best Coi,tume Design from the Youngstown 
Area Community Theatre Association for his 
work on Children of Eden. His other regional 
costume-design credits include Porthouse 
Theatre, Case Western Reserve University and 
the Ohio Light Opera (Pirates of Penzance, The 
Mikado, Robin Hood and The Merry Widow). 

ALAN SCOTT FERRALL 
(Scenic/Lighting 
Designer/Properties Co-Deigner) 
began his association with 
Weathervane as a backstage 
volunteer under the tutelage of 

the late John R. Thomas. This is Scott's 15th 

season as a Weathervane staff member, serving 
as the Resident Technical Director and Scenic 
Designer. Previously, he worked at Cuyahoga 
Falls High School. He has designed sets for 
many local high schools as well as for the 
Players Guild of Canton, Cleveland Signstage 
Theatre and Western Reserve Public Media. 
Scott has earned several Chanticleer Awards 
- one as stage manager for Fences, lighting 
designs for The Laramie Project and A Lesson 
Before Dying; co-lighting designs for A Man 
for All Seasons, The Full Monty and Man of La 
Mancha and, most recently, for Best Technical 
Element/Young Actor Series - Lighting Design 
for Joseph. 

NEXT 
in Weathervane's 
DIETZ THEATER 

Drama by Dael Orlandermith 
Directed by Jennifer Jeter 

Yellowman is more than a story about race 
and prejudice. It's a love story and a story 
about families and the damage they inflict 
upon their members. Black or white, you 
will recognize the shades of gray. 

January 12 - 28, 2012 



a Production Team 

Alan Scott Ferrall -- Technical Director 
Kathy Kohl --Assistant Technical Director 

SET CONSTRUCTION 
Ruth Richardson 
Chuck Magill 
Todd Dieringer 
Joe Hunter 
Kevin Ford 
Scott Custer 
Roger Dieringer 
Erin Katz Ford 
Jeff Bixby 

COSTUMES 
Susanne Abernathy 
Diantha Seibert 
Carol Smith 
Diantha Siebert 
Christine Scheuneman 
Cindy Ha 

Thanks to Our Hard-Working Volunteers 
The following are the dedicated volunteers who have assisted us recently. 

Karen Burridge 
Courtney Burton 
Gail & Leonard Cheslock 
Wendy Cooley 
Brenda Costarella 
Debbie Shama-Davis 
Harriet DeVeto 

Ann Edwards 
Marilyn Heagerty 
Linda Heath 
Janet Heilmeier 
Paula Jameson 
Evie Kidder 
Bunny Lacey 

JOHN HEDGES, Executive Director 

Sarah Moon 
Sheila Motter 
Pat Obenour 
John O'Neill 
Ruth Richardson 
Nancy Schafer 
Pearl Sentelik 

Karen Smith 
Sue Smith 
Barbie Trotter 
Helen Vari 
Special Thanks to the 
parents of the Joseph cast. 

Mr. Hedges has an extensive background in theatre as both an actor and a producer. Prior 
to coming to Weathervane, John spent ten years in the acting company at the Barter Theatre 
in Virginia, where he performed in over 60 shows. Other acting credits include performances 
at Town Hall in New York and the Pantages Theatre in Los Angeles. Regionally he has worked 
at the Indiana Repertory Theatre, the Kentucky Shakespeare Festival, Actors Theatre of Louisville 
and the American Stage Festival, where he appeared opposite Academy Award-winner Olympia 
Dukakis in The Cherry Orchard. John has been Managing Director of First Stage Milwaukee, 
Associate Producer of North Shore Music Theatre, Business Director of Gloucester Stage 
Company and General Manager of New York's award-winning Pearl Theatre Company. Mr. 
Hedges is a member of Actors' Equity Association, served on the Board of Directors of Boston's 
StageSource and chaired its Strategic Planning Committee, been a Conference Panelist for 
the American Alliance for Theatre & Education and written for American Theatre magazine. 
He studied at Indiana State University and the Professional Theatre Training Program at the 
University of Delaware, is a graduate of the National Shakespeare Conservatory and holds 
an honorary MFA degree in theatre from Stafford University. A 2009 graduate of Leadership 
Akron (Class XXV), John lives in Medina. 
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Your enrichment begins here. 
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Your LegacyGiftto Weathervane ec;mbe as simple as 
includingthe Playhouse inyour will, establishing a life 

insurance policy or trust, _or making_ the Playhouse a 
beneficiary of yourretirern~ntsavings plan. 

For more details contact John Hedges at 330-836-2626, ext. 13 

Open Late After The Show! 

• BURGERS & MORE 
1841 merriman rd. 

330.869.0035 

&R<ft<O 
PIZZA, PASTA & MORE 

1 w. exchange st. 
330.475.1600 

briccodowntown.com 

BREAKFAST, WNCH & DINNER 
3150 w. market st, 

330.835.2203 

-,-----

Leave Your 
Legacy at 
Weathervane 
Weathervane's Legacy Society is only 
about a year old and already we have a 
growing number of people who have told 
us they are planning to remember 
Weathervane in their estates in the years 
to come. 

Important News: 
Tax Law Expires December 31, 2011 

More immediately, if you would like to 
support Weathervane's mission of 
providing arts education programs for 
our community and are at least 70112 

years of age and own an IRA, there is 
legislation currently in place that expires 
December 31, 2011 that you should know 
about. 

The Pension Protection Act of 2006 (in 
effect through the end of 2011) allows 
eligible individual retirement account 
(IRA) owners who are at least seventy 
and a half years of age or older to make 
a gift to a qualified charity directly from 
an IRA without the tax penalties usually 
associated with contributions of this type. 
If your gift is transferred directly from 
your IRA to Weathervane before the end 
of this calendar year, it is excluded from 
your gross income and thus excluded 
from both federal and Ohio income tax. 

If you would like to have your name 
added to our Legacy Society or would 
like to arrange an IRA transfer, please 
contact John Hedges at 330-836-2626 
or jhedges@weathervaneplayhouse.com. 



tuesday 
musical 

September 20, 2011 

Wynton Marsalis with 
Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Orchestra 

October 18, 2011 

Yuja Wang piano 

November 16, 20i i 

Joshua Roman ce!lo 

January 31, 2012 

The Cleveland Orchestra 
Franz Weiser-Most 
Music Director 

Vogler Quartet/ 
Ute Lemper 
with Stefan Malzew 

April 10, 2012 

The Knights 
A Chamber Orchestra 

All concerts begin at 7:30 pm and 
are presented at EJ Thomas Hall, 
Tl1e University of Akron 

COACH HOUSE 
THEATRE 

2011-2012 Season 

Shipwrecked! 
An Entertainment 

the amazing adventures of Louis 
de Rougemont (as told by 

himself) 

by Donald Margulies 
Sept 29 • Oct. 16 

The Philadelphia St:ory 
by Phillip Barry 

Nov. 25 - Dec. 18 

And Then 
There Were None 

by Agatha Christie 
Jan. 26 - Feb. 19 

A Moon for the Misbegotten 
by Eugene O'Neill 
March 22- April 8 

Move Over, 
Mrs. Markham 
by Ray Cooney 

&Jolm Chapman 
May 10 -June 3 

www.coachhousetheatre.com 
(330) 434.77 41 

Enjoy fine dining before the $how at the 
Akron vVoman's City Club 

(330) 7 62-6261 

Classical. Available anytime with WKSU HD. 

Hear your favorite classical music and much more on crisp, clear 
WKSU HD anytime you want. You get the best in classical and 
folk music1 along with an all~news channel. Plus1 HD radio offers 
added information, including composer and song title - you can 
even tag songs to be downloaded later. And unlike satellite radio, 
there's no monthly fee. 

NPR. Classical. 
Other smart stuff. 

Visit wksu.org/HD for more details. 89.7WKSU 
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The Longer I Live 
the More Beautiful 
• Life Becomes. 

- l'rnnk Lloyd Wright 

Roc~ynol...You'll Be Happy to Call Us IIomel 

RBtNOL 

Aluon's Preutier Retirement Community 

330-867-'2150 

1iJ' ~.=~ 



EXECUTIVE COACHING • STRATEGIC PLANNING • STRONG, COMMITTED TEAMS 

ZUCKERMAN 
CONSULTING GROUP, INC. 
Focused Leaders • Energized Organizations 

www.ZuckermanConsultingGroup.com 
330.867.3000 • lauriez@zuckermanconsultinggroup.com 

he 
• • commtlillttes 

through the ar 
at's more n hea care 

That's smartcare~M 
Summa gladly supports 

the Weathervane Playllouse and its 

commitment to community theatre 

of the highest caliber. 

SUMMA 
Health Systern 
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