
Weathervane Playhouse is Setting the Stage for the Future 

Coming in 2009 ... 

New Seats • New Bathrooms • Expanded Lobby 

' 
Renovated Auditorium 

"I urge you to support Weathervane Playhouse's Capital Campaign. Live 
theater is where I started and continue to work and is an essential element 
to a thriving and enlightened community." Olympia Dukakis 

Academy Award-winning Actress 

Seventy-Fourth Season 

Weatherva e 
LA T 

John Hedges, Executive Director 

L ;.( V pA/4 ,· J 2008-2009 Season o/ 

1301 Weathervane Lane • Akron , OH 44313-51 86 

www.weathervaneplayhouse.com 



EXPERIENCE MORE 

At Audio-Technica, we am grateful for, and very proud to support, 

the local arts near our comRany's U.S. headquarters ln Stow, Ohio. 

We look forward to many'years of inspiring listening. Wherever 

your passion for music takes you, experience more, 

audio-technh:::a.com 

®audio-technica. 
always listening 

II•HG.old 
AUOIO & LIGHTING 

One chance. Get it right. Make an impact. 

Specialized Services, Equipment Rental & Sales for theatre, 
corporate functions, schools, churches, community 

gatherings, and concerts. 

We are proud to support The Greater Akron Community 
and beyond with a polished, professional level of service for 

live events and the people who support them. 

• Wireless microphone systems 
• Specialized microphones 
• Theatrical and LED lighting fixtures 
• Intelligent lighting consoles 
• P.A. systems, digital mixing consoles, and monitors 
• Video projectors, screens, and dress kits 
• Special effects, cables & accessories 

Live event audio recording: packages from 2 to 24 tracks 
Video display, recording, editing, and post-production 

On-site delivery, setup, and pickup for rental equipment 
Technical support on all levels, even after hours 

1653 Merriman Rd. Suite LS/ Akron, Ohio 44313 
Office: 330-835-9910 Fax: 330-835-9914 

sales@ClearGoldAudio.com www.ClearGoldAudio.com 



akron areaartsamance 
BUILDING coMl1uN1TY THROUGH AR'ts & CULTURE 

www.akronareaarts.org 
&.ve-nt calend-,isfor 4$ arts-~ rganit:.iJiions 

f::'duoation.a! & voluntaer opp0-rl1,mities 

www.summitartspace.org 
7 g,aller,; exhibiU¢r,s: an.,-a,ally fe,1.riuring looal artisb.t 

tre~ i!due:atiooal artwo-!kshops 
diteclorv -of IM.al artists 

' . ' 
Toddler - Grade Eight • Located in the Cuyahoga Valley National Park 

www.oldtrail.org • 330.666.1118 



Free rent. 
On the world's best music. 

Always at your public library. 

Your Akron Summit County Public Libraries have beeri offering free 
rent on the best music, movies, books, education and more since 
1874. That makes checking us out worth checking into. Visit 
www.akronlibrary.org or stop in today. 

t Weathervane Staff 

John Hedges , 
Executive Director .. 

Janis L. Harcar 
Director of Advancement 

Keith D. Campbell 
Director of Audience Development 

Melanie Y.C. Pepe 
Director of Education 

Young Actor Series Producer . 

Alan Scott Ferrall 
Scenic Designer /Technical Director 

Barbara Trotter 
Coordinator of Volunteers 

Lisa Mansfield 
Patron Services Manager 

Benjamin Rexroad 
Public Relations and Outreach Assistant 

Jasen Smith 
Costume Shop Manager / Costume Designer 

Nancy Humes 
Education Assistant 

Kathryn A. Kohl 
Assistant Technical Director 

Ian S. Haberman 
Artistic Advisor 

Caroline Klein 
Bookkeeper 

S & B Services •· Shannon Brown 
• Cleaning Services 

MINX Design, Cecilia Sveda 
Graphic Designs 

Brockman, Coats, Gedelian & Co. 
Auditors 

no 
ual Piano Concert 

sica 



Weathervane Boards 

2008-2009 Board of Trustees 
Officers: 
Christopher C. Esker ................................ President 
Chas Schreckenberger ............... First Vice President 
Aaron Berke ......................... Second Vice President 
Lucy J. Randles ......................................... Secretary 

Trustees: 
Barbara Baskin 
Chic Carlson 
Timothy H. Champion 
Geoff Coyle Ill 

Sandra Emerick 
Mary Adams Fazio 
Barry Friedman 
Michael Gaffney 
Malia Gelfo 

Jim Horvath .............................................. Treasurer 
Jack Steele ................................ Assistant Treasurer 
Helen Fleming ................ Women's Board President 

Jay Hershey 
Lucille Hump~rn¥ 
UnheeKim • 
Gregg Manes 
Margo Parker 

Bess Raines 
Tom Trotter 
Margaret Dietz Ex-Officio 

~008.;2009 Women's Board 
Officers: 
Helen Fleming ........ .,, ..... , .......................... President 
Jill Forster .................................. FirstVicePresident 
Bunny Lacey ............ , ............ SecondVice President 
Nancy Schafer ........ , ......... Corresponding. Secretary 

Janet Heilmeier ...... ., .•• , ... ·,:··· .. ··RecordingSecretary 
Susan Baker ............ , ....... , ......... :, ... , .... , .... Treasurer 
Susie St~ch .... , .. ; ...................... ,Assistant Treasurer 
Margaret J. Dietz ............ Immediate PastPresident 

Committees: 
Art Gallery: ............ : .... , .......... : ......... Marci Paolucci 

Boutique ····•.·············'•·.•·······;·,·····':'·Mary Wolfman 
Assistants: ..... Lois Murray, Patrice Bechtol, Janet Clark 
Boutique Treasurer ........... ,::r ....... ,.Barbara B. O'Connor 

Cast.Suppers ..................... : .............. Wendy Cooley 
Ass1stant. ......................................... ; .... Carol Seiberling 

Cost~mes ........................................ Henrietta Cook 
Assistant ....................................................... Helen Vari 

Hospitality ........................................ Lois Simrridtis 

Hostesses • .1;>-•'·,··'·:······•·········'····'··•··:·'patrice Bechtol 
AssistanI···.:·•-,···········•···: .... : .......... , •.. , ....... Pat Obenour 

House ···:··••·•t"·•:?•·"··•·········· .................. Sue Smith 
MembershiP···:··· ........ ,, ....................... Bunny Lacey 
Newsletter··.····:'."•;·'··'············ .......... Nancy Schafer 
Nominating ..•. , ............................. Margaret J. Dietz 
Office .... , .. :., .......................................... Leslie Lund 
Special Events/Ways & Means .............. Susie Stech 

Assistant ..................................................... Bess Raines 

2008-2009 Production Board 
Chair ................ , .......................... Alan Scott Ferrall 
Auditions ................................................ Sue Smith 
lighting Department ........................ Erin Katz Ford 

Stage Managers ............................ .Judy Willemsen 
Women'sBdard Rep ........ Helen Fleming/Jill Forster 

Sound Department... ........................... Dan Jankura Ex-Officio: 

Properties Department ................. Jerry Mirman, Jr. 
Properties Co-Chair ......................... Todd Dieringer 
Costume Department .......................... Jasen Smith 

Executive Director ..................................................... John Hedges 
Producer of Young Actor Productions ................ Melanie Y.C. Pepe 
House Managers ...................................................... Barbie Trotter 
Trustee Liason ............................................................. .Jack Steele 

f A Brief History of Weathervane Playhouse 

From the "barn" to Copley Road to the Valley ... 

Weathervane Community Playhouse began its run as a live theater in 1935. Four 
artistically talented Woman's City Club members -- Grace Hower Crawford, 
Muriel MacLachlan, Laurine Schwan, Helen Troesch -- and a core of charter 
members rented the empty carriage house belonging to Akron's Senator Charles 
Dick. Their goal was to present a wide spectrum of plays: classics, dramas, 
comedies, new works - even opera - with casting open to anyone who fit a part. 

Their first problem was money to pay the rent and to cover production costs. 
Money was in short supply in 19 3 5 so the women chose a carnival as their 
fundraiser. Despite a drenching downpour, they raised $60 which encouraged 
them to continue. They named their space Weathervane after the rooster on the 
barn's cupola. After cleaning their new home, scrounging for seats, a curtain 
and a coffee pot, Weathervane opened its first season. During that summer of 
1935 the group presentedseven fully costumed and staged plays. In 1936, Muriel 
MacLachlan with the other founders offered classes to children and adults, 
beginning a tradition that has become today's Education Department. In 19 3 8 
a Women's Board was formed to offer volunteer financial assistance. It, too, 
continues to this day. 

The "barn" was home until it was sold. In 1951 the Playhouse purchased a 
cement block building at 14 71 Copley Road and renovated it for a theater with 
seating capacity of 125. The all-volunteer organization hired its first employee, 
Nora Scott, as custodian/ticket manager. Actual management of the Playhouse 
was handled by the Operating Board, which reported to the Board of Trustees. 
Because there were fewerand fewer people willing to commit to directing a play, 
the Board hired Bob Belfance as full-time Manager/Director. Belfance held the 
position from 1961-69 and again from 1974-92. During the Copley Road days, 
plays were presented six days a week. Because oftheir popularity, not everyone 
who wanted to see a show could be accommodated. A new home was planned. 
During the 1960s the membership planned, plotted and raised funds. It all 
came together in Jµne 1970 with the opening of Dark of the Moon. There was 
ample space and a mortgage. Longtime friend and founder Grace Hower Crawford 
died in 1971, remembering the Playhouse in her will. Her money enabled the 
Board to pare down the mortgage and set up an Endowment Fund. The last 
mortgage paymentwas made in 1974 through a contribution of the Women's 
Board. Two major additions to the facility foll0vved; these included first- floor 
restrooms, classrooms, a costume shop, fly gallery and elevator. The former 
scene shop in 2005 became the John L. Dietz Studio/Theater/Classroom, where 
experimental productions are presented. 

Wea.thervane Playhouse HQW looks forward to a third expansion and a 75th 
anmversary. 

Want to get involved? 
Call Barbara Trotter, Coordinator ofVolunteers 

330-836-2626 ext. 29 



Our Generous Donors 
We gratefully acknowledge the support of the following individuals, 

corporations and foundations. 

Super Founders ($10,000+) 
City of Akron Department of 

Planning & Urban Dev. 
Akron Community Foundation -

Shaw Fund 
GAR Foundation 
John A. McAlonan Fund of ACF 

Amahl sponsorship 
Ohio Arts Council 
Weathervane Women's Board 

Founder's Circle ($5,000+) 
Mary & Dr. George L. DeMetros 

Charitable Trust 
Margaret J. Dietz 
John A. McAlonan Fund of Akron 

Community Foundation 
W. Paul & Thora J. Mills Fdn. 
The Gertrude F. Orr Trust Advised 

Fund of Akron Community 
Foundation 

Sisler McFawn Foundation 
Lloyd L. and Louise K. Smith 

Memorial Foundation 
Margaret Clark Morgan Fdn. 
Summa Health System Foundation 

Platinum Members ($1,000+) 
Francia Albrecht 
Susan and Patrick Baker 
Roger G. Berk Trust 
Glenn R. and Alice V. Boggess 

Memorial Foundation 
Buckingham, Doolittle & 

Burroughs 
FirstMerit Foundation 
Helen Davison Fleming * 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. 
Charlotte and Jim Horvath * 
The Lehner Family Foundation 
Laura R. & Lucian Q. Moffit Fdn. 
The R.C. and Katherine M. Musson 

Charitable Foundation 
OM NOVA Solutions Foundation 
National City Bank 
M.G. O'Neil Foundation 
Charles E. and Mabel M. Ritchie 

Memorial Foundation 

Gold Members ($500 - $999) 
The Anonymous Trucker 

Mary Ann and Doug Bell 
underwrites set for La Mancha 

Sandra * and Scott Emerick 
Janet and Jim Heilmeier 
Mrs. Annetta Karam 
Shelley and Tom Koutnik 
Eileen and Gary Leidich 
Leslie and Richard Lund 
In honor of Margaret J. Dietz from 

Hank Dietz, Fred Dietz & Susie 
Dietz Pardee 

Michael Russell 
Summit County Internists & 

Associates 
Mary and Mel Wolfman 

Silver Members $250 - $499) 
Akron Tool and Die 
Sophie & Steve Albrecht 
Barbara Baskin * 
Desiree* and Bruce Bolden 
Brockman, Coats, Gedelian and 

Co. 
Beverly and Curt Brown 
Chic Carlson * 
Frank C. Comunale 
Roger Dieringer 
Todd Dieringer 
Mary Beth and Richard Ellison 
Barry Friedman * 
Malia Gelfo * 
GoJo Industries, Inc. 
Mary and Roy Hartz 
Melissa Owens & John Hedges 

Jay R. Hershey * 
Libby and Dr. Jack Jacobs 
Bonnie M. Jones 
Martha Kaltenbach and Thomas 

R. Trotter* 
Unhee Kim* 
Barbara and Dr. Edward L. Koosed 
Margaret and John McBride 
Patricia 5. Obenour 
Barbara B. O'Connor 
John P. O'Neill 
Lucy and Ted Randles* 
Judy and Roger Read 
Dr. & Mrs. Douglas W. Sanders 
Steven Schmidt & Rick Krochka 
Beverly Smith 
Susan D. Speers 

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Vargo 
Connie and Bob Velotta 
Mona Wolfman 
Zuckerman Consulting Group 

Patron Members ($150 - $249) 
Dr. Miriam F. Agins 
Amer Insurance Company 
David Ashe 
Kathleen Ashcroft 
Mary and Roland Bauer 
Henry Bishop and Karen Wood 
Lisa and Chuck Ayers 
Sally J. Childs 
Mr. & Mrs. G.F. Coyle Ill 
Alice Ann Davies 
Marie and Marc Dusini 
Christopher C. Esker * 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Farkas 
Mary and John Fazio * 
FirstMerit Bank/Akron 
Flexsys America LP. 
Diana and John Gayer 
Janis and Raymond Harcar 
Marilyn Heagerty 
Lillian L. Hudimac 
Judy and Richard Kotick 
Margaret Knepper 
Anne and Bill Lowery 
Magen Real Estate Co. 
Virginia Moline 
Sheila Motter 
The Moushey Family 
Jo Ann Oelschlager 
Cynthia Ross and Jessica Posey 
John M. Ream 
Helene and Bill Rogovy 
Kim and Chas Schreckenberger* 
Sue and Richard Smith 
Thomas M. Stephan 
Helen Vari 
Leo Weill 
Harold F. White 
Libby and Jeff Wilson 
Richard Worswick and John 

Grafton 

Sustaining Members 
($100 - $149) 
Carol and Ken Button 

Our Generous Donors - continued 

Sustaining Members Cont. 
Brad Custer 
Rebecca DeBolt 
Claire and Jim D'lanni 
Cathy and Lloyd Doering 
Bridgit & Steven Dolin 
Jon A. Fiume 
Jeane Galehouse 
Shirley and Al Gates 
Ellen F. and Karl 5. Hay 
Mary Ann and Dr. Thomas 

Jackson 
Dr. Lawrence B. Kaye, DDS 
Mary Beth Kluge 
Bruce G. Kriete 
Carol Krueger 
Ingrid and Frank Kunstel 
Pamela Langston-Cox 
Gregg Manes * 
Margaret McDowell Lloyd 
Patti Margolis 
The Maynard Family Foundation 
Martha 5. Mazak 
Jo McGarvey 
Vieven and Danny Moore 
Nan and Dr. George Nankervis 
Marta & Ian Oppenheim 
Bessie M. Raines* 
Gloria Reich 
Nancy and Harold Rex 
Wendy and David Ruggles 
Betty Sandwick 
Lois and Paul Simmons 
Jean and Ethel Soudry 
Jack T. Steele* 
Sarah and Ed Steinmark 
Paula and John Troche 
Linda Waite 

Edith & Norbert Weisend 
Betty J. and Ken Zeigler 
June and Dan Zeno 
Laurie Zuckerman and Steve 

Johnson 

Contributing Members 
(Gifts of $75 - $99) 
Aaron 5. Berke * 
Carol Boyd 
Timothy H. Champion* 
Janet & Donne Clark 
Mr. & Mrs. John DeYoung 
Hope E. Everhart 
Linda Heath 
Jennifer P. Hodges 
Shirley E. Jordan 
Judy and Denny Miller 
Margo Parker * 
Jean Questel 
Barbara and Jim Shriner 
Barbara and Russell Stevie 
James Switzer and Gretchen 

Laatsch 
Linda Werntz and Robert 

Cunningham 

Other 
Meena and Puru Agrawal 
Akron Tile and Fireplace Co., Inc. 
Eleanor and Richard Aron 
Robert Baab 
Mary B. Blazewicz 
Loretta E. Bower 
Jeff Brinton 
Dawn B. Carson 
County of Summit Board of 

Mental Retardation 

Thank you to all our donors! 

Patricia anti Thomas Doak 
Gwynn R. Ennnis 
George J. Gauthier 
Jean Gent 
Maryanna P. Hamburg 
Bart P. Hamilton 
David W. Kellogg 
Phyllis Lerch 
Caryn Lintner 
Arlene McKinnon 
Scott E. Robishaw 
Dr. & Mrs. John B. Saks 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Saghy 
Sue and Joe Schaut 
Raymone Scott 
Pearl D. Sentelik 
Beverly Spaeth 
Sheila and Larry Wallerstein 
Anna M. Zender 

100-Hour Memberships 
Jean Blair 
Robyn Cooper 
Maryanne Cotter 
Erin Katz Ford 
Kevin Ford 
Holly Humes 
Dede Klein 
Marcia & Tom Marshall 
Talley-Nitzel Family 

Matching Gifts 
Allstate Giving Campaign 
AT&T 
FirstEnergy 
The Lubrizol Foundation 

* Denotes Trustees 

"Giving to others is a key eleme_nt in well:being. I(s a~un1antly clear from a number of studies 
that people who live generous lives also live happier lives. 

Dr. Stephen Post 
Why Good Things Happen to Good People 

i 



~)setting the Stage for the Future 
wf+-- We are proud to hst the following Capital Campaign Donors 

as of April 22, 2009 

Francia A. and Fred I. Albrecht 
Kathy Ashcroft 
Sandy and Mark Auburn 
Mary Rebecca Babcox 
George A. Bakalar 
Susan and Patrick Baker 
Mary Jane Baron 
Patricia R. Basile 
Barbara Baskin 
Patrice Bechtol 
Aaron Berke 
Mrs. D. Loraine Boesche 
Glenn R. and Alice V. Boggess Memorial Foundation 
Desiree Bolden 
Ann and Dave Brennan 
Brockman, Coats, Gedelian & Company 
Eileen Burg 
Karen Burridge 
Chic Carlson 
Timothy H. Champion 
Sally Childs 
Mary Kate Clancy 
Janet and Donne Clark 
Barbara Colonna 
Wendy and Ralph Cooley 
The Mary 5. and David C. Corbin Foundation 
Geoff Coyle Ill 
Ma(ie and Harry .(ovington 
Kevin Crum 
Estate of Paul Daum 
Mary and Dr. George L. Demetros Charitable Trust 
Roger Dieringer 
Margaret J. Dietz 
Sue Eisner 
Sandra and Scott Emerick 
Christopher C. Esker 
Dorothy and Stephen Farkas 
Mary Adams Fazio 
Alan Scott Ferrall 
FirstMerit Foundation 
Helen Davison Fleming 
Elizabeth Francis 
Barry Friedman 
Corina and Michael Gaffney 
GAR Foundation 
Diana and John Gayer 
Malia Gelfo 
Ruth Jane Grimwood 
Debra Hamilton 
Janis L. and Raymond A. Harcar 
Sandra and Antony Harding 
Marilyn L. Heagerty 
John Hedges 
Janet and Jim Heilmeier 
Jay Hershey 
Charlotte and Jim Horvath 
Alma Faye Houston 
Sharon Horwitz 
Lucille Humphrey 
Kathryn M. Hunter 
Kimberly and Jess Hurst 
Annetta Karam 
David W. Kellogg 
Unhee Kim 
Derrick Kimble 
Dede Klein 
Mary Beth Kluge 
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Koosed 
Judy and Richard Kotick 
Shelley and Tom Koutnik 

Maureen and Jim Kovach 
Carol W. Krueger 
Bunny La'cey 
R9bert E. and Doris Lee 
Eileen and Gary Leidich 
Jennifer and David Lenz 
Caryn A. Lintner 
Margaret McDowell Lloyd 
The Lubrizol Foundation 
Leslie and Richard Lund 
Nancy M. Mahoney 
Sally Ann and William J. Manby 
Gregg Manes 
Martha S. Mazak 
C. Blake, Jr. and Beatrice K. McDowell Foundation 
Jo McGarvey 
Virginia Moline 
The Moushey Family 
Lois J. Murray 
Elizabeth and Charles Nelson 
Northern Ohio Golf Charities 
Patricia Obenour 
Barbara B. O'Connor 
OMNOVA Solutions Foundation 
John O'Neill 
Jo Ann Oelschlager 
Marta Williger and Ian Oppenheim 
Melissa Owens 
Susan Dietz Pardee 
Margo Parker 
Becky Peffer 
Lisa A. Plant 
Mary Kay and Ernie Pouttu 
Jean Questel 
Bessie M. Raines 
Vicky and Gary Rambler 
Lucy and Ted Randles 
Thelma and Dr. Joseph F. Rapotec 
Judy and Roger Read 
John M. Ream, Jr. 
Nancy and Harold Rex 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Reynolds 
Charles E. and Mabel M. Ritchie Memorial Foundation 
Helene and Bill Rogovy 
Dr. and Mrs. John Saks 
Nancy M. Schafer 
Kim and Chas Schreckenberger 
Carol Seiberling 
Richard Shirey 
Robert B. Showalter 
Barbara and Jim Shriner 
Lois Simmons 
The Sisler McFawn Foundation 
Susan D. Speers 
State of Ohio 
Jack T. Steele 
Thomas R. Trotter and Martha Kaltenbach 
Dr. Julia A. Grossman and James R. Vargo 
Helen and Frank Vari 
Connie and Robert Velotta 
Wayside Furniture 
Weathervane Women's Board 
Mona Wolfman 
John Grafton and Richard Worswick 
Carol Wyatt 
Peg and Dave Yeager 
Betty J. and Ken Zeigler 
June and Dan Zeno 

f Introducing ... 

Weathervane's 

"Thank y OU Dollar" Program 
.. 

This may bring to mind the old joke of an actor asking for 
a tip and getting the reply "Don't go into Show Business." 
But this is no joke ... 

If you like what you've .. seeh<3.tthifp.erformance, we ask 
that you please consjqergiving a 'f"fhc1rykYou Dollar" as you 
exit the theater. (You'll see a contriblltion box near the 
lobby's exit doo!"s)), 

\,_,·. 

As you probablY}r()w)"earned income: ~ccbunts for only 60% 
of our total exp~tJS~~:JP~-plc11qJact is, if each Weathervane 
patron gave just.$1 e~trathis sec:lsqn, Vve would be able to 
meet our goal foLlfldiyi.dqa_lCqntribptigns! Won't you show 
your appreciation ofthis performance with a 'Thank You 
Dollar" after the show? • 

Guide: ,,fkankf ff n%ll 
,.-- _-·-, __ ,:-,.:-c:;- __ • ( 5%of d $20 ticket 

;IP Mante! $2 
10% of a $20 ticket 

Cheer!! 
15% of a $20 ticket 

Bravo!!! 
20% of a $20 ticket 

On behalf of all of us here at Weathervane, I thank you for 
your support. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
John Hedges 
Executive Director 



at a wonderful word. W 
renewal "implies so extensive a' 

hat had become faded now seems like new. 
How appropriate then that we use it in 

speaking of Weathervane Playhouse as we begin 
springtime here in Ohio ( and the reµewal of our 
natural environment) with a gloriOllfffnewal of 
our facility wid1 AP}?tt~fql!yredesi?r1eq ~nd 
exp~dedlobpy, pqx9ftirer.@s~op.at19,r{lsttoo 

.J,liio e y;ou enjoy oµrcrene~e.9 p11pl 
• F;wi etyiln.e. The.yar~t11e resl.iits 

.,pf;m~Pc'Yi"Be.ppJe.~ • 

.··•·· pening of our 7 5th ~ril 
preeminent peiforming and educa 

o and one of the foremost comniunity­
er reason why Akron is a great place tq}i 

_,•,-_,,,, __ 

that we ate unveiling our dramatic outward ren¢M7.i)1~ .. > . 
our efforts to renew ourselves from within as we.l!.+vVifh t!it 

,c: > .· tace to reinvent itself at a pace never before seen - with the sta~esbeiµg 
Fnothing short of survival - we seek to. reexamine what makes Weatherva.ne ( an~,;,;: 
i; the aJ:ts) vita.I and integral to our community. ~e wiH be asking ourselves basttr • 

• 11s)ik:e-VVhat dowe wqnt? Whatbusinessqr~.wein? What is ourpotential? • 
• .e p.ltl:mate questioll ~· l)(Ywe rnatter? I t}li11k what wiU emergeis 

• stronger and more .. focused. se.,11§f:Cl{p11~qse. f9,f '\Y~ytli¢ 
now th'111 eve.rtll~t;.will;iJJ ~;,s. • • • atheJrYarie 

nd,cglt1;t1;4l¥¢S • • • • • 



f About the Play 

Perfect Wedding depicts a wedding day gone astray. Groom-to-be Bill wakes up on 
the morning of his nuptials and finds an extremely attractive woman nestled next to 
him. Trouble is, she's not his bride-to-be! Stung with a fierce hangover thanks to the 
preceding night's stag-party mischief, Bill can't recall how he met this woman named 
Judy or how she got into his bed - but he knows it doesn't look good! 

The sudden arrival of his wisecracking best man, Tom, and Rachel, his determined 
bride, forces Bill to think quickly on his feet. He convinces Tom to pretend that Judy 
is his new girlfriend. Added into this merry mix are a clueless chambermaid and an 
emotional mother of the bride, who each throw a wacky wrench into the whole 
proceedings. 

Well before any vows can be exchanged, many doors will slam, several identities 
will be mistaken, and a host of comical deceptions will create comedic havoc in 
playwright Robin Hawdon's perfectly hilarious play. 

Even though the play has never received a major New York production either on 
Broadway or off, British import Perfect Wedding has become a popular staple of amateur 
theater groups as well as professional regional theaters across the United States and 
Canada. 

About the Playwright 

Englishman Robin Hawdon was born in 1939 in Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Before 
emerging as a playwright, he began his career as an actor in a number of British 
movies and television programs. At the same time, he took several stage roles in his 
native country, appearing in London's West End theatre district as well as with several 
provincial theatre companies. His first major commercial success as a playwright 
came with The Mating Game, a comedy that enjoyed a two-year run in London in the 
early 1970s. Hawdon's best-known plays - such as Birthday Suite, Don't Rock the Boat, 
Shady Business and Don't Dress for Dinner - often combine fast-paced comedy with 
a healthy dose of sentimental romance. One departure from this template was his 
2000 play God and Stephen Hawking, which was inspired by the metaphysical theories 
of famed mathematician Hawking's best-selling book, A Brief History of Time. In the 
early 1980s, Hawdon served as director of the Theatre Royal Bath, a pre-eminent UK 
touring troupe. With his wife, Sheila ( a writer and psychotherapist), he maintains 
homes in the English city of Bath, the South of France and Australia. The Hawdon 
coupling produced two daughters and four grandchildren. 

Perfect Wedding -- Cast 

Bill ............................................ , .................... , ................ .. Brett Fodor 
Tom .................................................................................. Drew Biada 
Julie ......................................................................... Meggie Wittman 
Judy .................................................................................... Erin Diroll 
Rachel .............................................................................. Sara Hymes 
Daphne ....................................................................... Sara Hubacher 

Setting: The honeymoon suite of a gracious period country-house hotel 
somewhere in the country outside London. 

Time: The present. 
The play is performed with one IS-minute intermission. 

F?/Y9~r}~f~jy.'..)[ { '';//'.i,s}:->.. I{·····.••···.··c:i , .. ·.•·•········<· ... ••• ••••. •.·· ·.·· .. ,( 

♦ VVe J~qyes,tthat Y?LI remajn •.. seated. Ufltil.Jhe.house .. [jghtsbave c~rne·.up)frint.errnfssioh 
andafterthecurtaincalL • 

• . Th~ use 6f t~mera{(~cording~tjuiptnentarid las~rpoihtersj.s. f?rhid.~en during this, 
perfprrnance: i .• • ... ·.·•·•··.··•·•··· <> 7 •••.. ·>·. .· •·•··•···.···.\< ji··.· •···.··••···.·· ... > \·.·••·· ·i .. · .... < ... (••• / ·.·•· 
♦ .· •·· .As a .. cpurwsy WfeJlovvaudie.n~emembers, please ITl~ke sure that cell phones~nd 
pagersar~twnedoff'duringthepe~9r1T1ance, . > ... ··· ··• i< ·•· >.·.··•·••··•·····•··••····•.· ···•.·•··•·• •.·•· ..•• •.·· ... • 
♦ Untilournevyseats are.instaUed,cxefr.e5hments may be taken into the auditori.Ufl1. 
~.lease JelJ)oyevyrappersbefore;tb~pE!rforman~e l>egins: ·.• . \ •. i .. ·· ... ·•. •.· .. · .......... •. 
♦ ·.<NOTE:. In case pf an emergency inwhichthE!p~rformanceJ:annotcontinue,CaJan,ity 
you.chers ~ill ·l>e iss.ued .. for,a.futu~e .. perfpnnance,Tha.nk·you. 



t About Our Director 

Rohn Thomas is delighted to be back at Weathervane Playhouse. Rohn's previous 
directing efforts here include last season's The Lion in Winter as well as such past 
productions as The Cocktail Hour, Translations, Master Harold ... and the boys and Medea. 
Elsewhere, his directing credits include City of Angels and The Value of Names at the 
Cleveland Jewish Community Center's Halle Theatre and The Odd Couple, How I Got 
that Story and Painting Churches at the Beck Center for the Arts in Lakewood. Rohn 
also directed Cleveland's first All-City Musical, Little Shop of Horrors. As an actor, 
some of his more recent stage roles include Mooney in Anything Goes, Mayor Shinn 
in The Music Man and Smee in Matthew Earnest's Peter Pan (all at PorthouseTheatre), 
and Boss in Of Mice and Men at the Cleveland Play House as well as at Buffalo's 
Studio Arena Theatre. Some of his favorite roles are Doc Gibbs, Reverend Chasuble, 
Nathan Detroit, Mr. MacAfee and Sturdyvant. He also created the role of Father Mark 
in Tony n' Tina's Wedding at PlayhouseSquare's Hanna Theater and played Topper in 
A Christmas Carol at Great Lakes Theater Festival. Rohn has also worked extensively 
in film. His screen credits include roles in Welcome to Collinwood, The Mothman 
Prophesies, The West Wing, The Shawshank Redemption, Sudden Death, Telling Lies in 
America and many others. Rohn produces and directs short films for Kent State 
University, where he teaches a course named Acting for the Camera. He thanks his 
beautiful wife, Terri Kent, and his children - Hunter, Morgan, Samuel and Kaishawn 
- for their generous support. 

Katherine Burke (Dialect Coach) teaches acting and voice at Kent State University. 
As an actor she has appeared at such theatres as Chicago's Candlelight/Forum, North 
Carolina's Waterside Theatre, and Indiana Repertory Theatre. Her directing credits 
include Blue Window, Urinetown, Under Milk Wood, Carousel and The Music Man. Burke 
also consults and trains schools, universities, nonprofits, and businesses in using 
theatre skills to address such challenging issues as diversity, substance use and bullying. 

Bringing Us Together 
75th Anniversary Season 

Mainstage Series 
Putting It Together 

The Last Night of Ballyhoo 
Rabbit Hole 

The Gr~at White Hope 
Italian American Reconciliation 

The Wedding Singer 

Special Holiday Show 
Mrs. Bob Cratchet's Wild Christmas Binge 

Dietz Series 
The Goat, orWhois Sylvia? 

The Sum of Us 

Young Actor Series 
Ma.deline ahd the Gypsies 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat 

Pride and Prejudice 

~1v.75 
r 
• 

We invite you to share Weatherv,~ef~ 
photos and memorabilia for our l~jh • 
Anniversary celebration. 

Please bring items to the box offit:~ 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. on Mq!ldays 
or between 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. • 
Tuesdays through Fridays. 

Zl 

Be sure to tag your item with your name and address so it can make 
a safe return back to you. • 

our website 
the links to post your comments • 

* our shows 

* our service 

* our remodeled facility 

* general comments 

Or, send your message to John Hedges, Executive 
Director,s at jhedges@weathervaneplayhouse.com 



t Cast Biographies 

BRETi' FODOR (Bill) is a freshman at 
Kent State University, where he is 
pursuing a degree in musical theatre. His 
recent KSU stage credits include roles in 
The Lesson and Picasso at the Lapin Agile. 
Born in Alliance, he is a graduate of 
Howland High School in Warren, where 
he played Curly in Oklahoma! 
DREW BIADA (Tom) is a Cleveland 
native who makes his Weathervane debut 
in this production. He is a junior at Kent 
State University majoring in sports 
broadcasting. He enjoys his acting classes 
with Rohn Thomas. 
MEGGIE WITTMAN (Julie) most recently 
appeared in Jane Eyre: The Musical and 
The Lesson at Kent State University, where 
she is a sophomore in the musical-theatre 
program. Prior to her arrival at KSU, she 
studied musical theatre at Jacksonville 
University in Florida, where she played 
Kate in Oklahoma! Elsewhere, her stage 
credits include Sally Brown in You're a 
Good Man, Charlie Brown and Cinderella 
in Into the Woods. A native of Sudbury, 
Massachusetts, she is a member of Tau 
Sigma National Honor Society, Golden 
Key International Honour Society, and 
the National Society of Collegiate 
Scholars. 
ERIN DIROLL (Judy) recently played 
Helen in Jane Eyre: The Musical at Kent 
State University, where she is a freshman 
in the musical-theatre program. Last fall, 
she played the Landlady in Funnyhouse 
of a Negro, which was presented by KSU's 
Black Theatre Association. Erin was born 
in Modesto, California, but graduated 
in 2008 from the Jackson School for the 
Arts at Stark County's Jackson High 

Creative Team Biographies 
NIKKI RAFFER'IY (Stage Manager) has 
been a volunteer with Weathervane for 
over 10 years. Besides stage managing, 
she has been active in props design, 
sound design, has mentored first-time 
youth theatre stage managers and has 

School, where her stage credits included 
roles in Thoroughly Modern Millie, Into the 
Woods, Hello, Dolly! and Kiss Me, Kate. 
SARA HYMES (Rachel), an Akron native, 
is in her senior year of study at Kent State 
University. At KSU, she has played roles 
in Picasso at the Lapin Agile, Three Sisters, 
Wonderful Town and Urinetown. Elsewhere, 
she appeared in Honk! at Parma Little 
Theatre, Sweet Charity at Porthouse 
Theatre and Angels in America at KSU's 
Stark branch campus. Sarah is extremely 
excited to be attending Wayne State 
University this fall to pursue a Master of 
Fine Arts degree in acting. 
SARA HUBACHER (Daphne) is honored 
to be making her debut at Weathervane. 
Some of her other roles elsewhere include 
Eulalie Mackecknie Shinn (The Music 
Man), Vera Charles (Mame), Mrs. 
Harcourt (Anything Goes), Parthy (Show 
Boat), Dottie (Noises Off) Domina (A 
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the 
Forum), Mrs. Medlock (The Secret Garden), 
Mrs. Sowerberry ( Oliver!) and Fairy 
Godmother (Rose & Slipper). Other credits 
include Porthouse Theatre, Blossom 
Music Festival, Carousel Dinner Theatre, 
Cain Park, Renaissance Theatre, as well 
as Mercury Summer Stock, Cassidy 
Theatre and Huntington Playhouse. She 
has performed in the United States and 
abroad as a member of the Cleveland 
Orchestra Chorus and also with choral 
conductor Robert Page. Sara has also 
done print work for American Greetings. 
She is represented by the Talent Group. 
Sara gives praise to God, thanks to Rohn 
and love to Jon. 

served on the Playhouse's Production 
Board. She has earned Chanticleer Awards 
for several Weathervane productions. She 
lives in Akron but loves traveling to the 
Southwest and is employed at Akron 
Metropolitan Housing Authority. 

f Creative Team Biographies - continued 

RANDIE 0. SASS (Costume Designer) 
has been a Weathervane volunteer since 
1989 and a member of the Weathervane 
Women's Board since 1990. She has 
designed costumes for a number of 
award-winning Weathervane shows 
including Fences, Master Harold ... and the 
boys and Fiddler on the Roof Last season, 
she co-designed (with Karen Burridge) 
the costumes for Enchanted April, which 
re-united her with the same director, Bob 
Belfance, with whom she worked on The 
Little Foxes. Randie thanks the following 
people in her life: her husband, Brian, 
for enduring her many hours at 
Weathervane, and her children (Leah and 
Ben), who have learned through example 
all about tikkun olam (the Hebrew phrase 
for "repairing the world"). 
DAVID RUGGLES (Lighting Designer) 
has been a backstage volunteer at the 
Playhouse for six years. Most recently, he 
helped design some of the theatrical 
trickery behind the large mailbox chute 
that dominated the set of the Playhouse's 
production of A Doll's House. He designed 
the lighting for Weathervane's 2006 
production of Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat and sound for 
Madeline's J;?.esc1Je in the .same year. He 
has also designed lighting for several • 
recent Cuyahoga Falls High School 
productions such as Bye, Bye Birdie, The 
Outsiders and How to Succeed in Business 
Without Really Trying. He is a freshman 
at Kent State University. 
MICHELLE CONNER (Sound Designer) 
most recently worked on the sound crew 
for the Playhouse's production of A Doll's 
House. Previously, she designed sound 
for Weathervane's Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory and worked on the sound crew 
for Blithe Spirit. Prior to her Weathervane 
affiliation, she worked as a stage manager 
for productions of A Midsummer Night's 
Dream and Lil' Abner at St. Vincent-St. 
Mary High School in Akron. By day this 
University of Akron graduate is employed 

by the Alcon Tool Company in Akron. 
PAMEIA PARKS COSTA (Properties 
Designer) served as property designer for 
Weathervane's The Frog Prince, Ragtime 
and Go, Dog. Go! and Co-designer along 

• with J.J. McAdams for our recent 
production of A Midsummer Night's 
Dream. Along with her husband, Al, she 
assisted in the creation of programs for 
the Stow-Munroe Falls High School 
musicals for about seven years. Mother 
of two, she has been a youth leader at 
church, Campfire leader and membership 
chair at her church and various school 
groups. 
AIAN SCOTI FERRALL (Scenic Designer) 
began his association with Weathervane 
as a backstage volunteer under the 
tutelage of the late John R. Thomas. This 
is Scott's 12th season as a Weathervane 
staff member. Before Weathervane, he 
worked at Cuyahoga Falls High School. 
He has designed sets for many local high 
schools as well as for the Players Guild 

• of Canton, Cleveland Signstage Theatre 
and Western Reserve Public Media ( aka 
PBS-1VChannels 45/49). At Weathervane, 
Scott has earned five Chanticleer Awards 
-- one as stage manager for Fencf!.S, and 
the others for his lighting designs for The 

- Laramie Project and A Lesson before Dying 
and co-lighting design for A Man for All 
Seasons and The Full Monty. 
KATHY KOHL (Assistant Technical 
Director) holds a degree in elementary 
education from Bowling Green State 
University and a master's in business 
management from Aurora University in 
Aurora, Illinois. She began her theater 
career as a volunteer on many lighting, 
set-construction and props crews. At 
Weathervane, she won a Chanticleer for 
her properties co-design for The 
Philadelphia Story (2001) and for her 
properties design of Enchanted April. Most 
recently, she designed props for the 
Playhouse's production of A Doll's House. 
She lives in Akron with her husband, 
Doug. They have three children. 



~~_P_r_o_du_c_ti_o_n_Te_a_m _____________ ~ 
w--f+- Alan Scott Ferrall -- Technical Director 

Kathy Kohl -- Assistant Technical Director 

SET CONSTRUCTION COSTUMES LIGHTS 
Ruth Rchardson Karen Burridge Hillary Messenger 
Kevin Ford Janet Heilmeier Margaret Peebles 
Erin Katz Ford Susanne Abernathy Justin Miller 
Todd Dieringer John S. Catlos Susan Stout-Davis 
Tom Marshall Jasen J. Smith Judy Willemsen 
Justyn Jaymes Dan "DJ" Jankura 
Len Cheslock Ryan Durfee 
Dan Levan PROPERTIES Jason Day 
David Ruggles 

Trish Forkel 
Sylvia Collier ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

SOUND Pat Stuhldreher The Discovery Shop 

Cheryl Stadler 
J.J. McAdams West Side Bakery 
Al Costa 

Lois Bennett Denise Lundell 
Becky Theodore 
Karen Burridge 

Thanks to Our Hard-Working Volunteers 
The following are the dedicated volunteers who have assisted us recently. 

Peru Agrawal 
Linda Algie 
Patrice Bechtol 
Mary Blazewicz 
June Bretzin 
Shannon Brown 
Karen Burridge 
Wendy Cooley 
Thelma Coss 
Margaret Dietz 
Ann Edwards 
Shirley Edwards 

Helen Fleming 
Trish Forkel 
G.G. Glenn 
Chuck Hass 
Marilyn Heagerty 
Linda Heath 
Dave Heltebran 
Dave Heinbaugh 
Elynmarie Kazle 
Chuck Kelades 
Carol Krueger 
Bunny Lacey 

JOHN HEDGES, Executive Director 

Leslie Lund 
Nancy Mahoney 
Mitzi Mild 
Marlene Miller 
Sheila Motter 
John O'Neill 
Pat Obenour 
Bess Raines 
Ruth Richardson 
Randie Sass 
Carol Seiberling 
Pearl Sentelik 

Nancy Schafer 
Lois Simmons 
Sue Smith 
Susan Speers 
Diane Thomas 
Barbie Trotter 
Helen Vari 
Michelle Williams 
Marta Williger 
Gen Woods 

Mr. Hedges has an extensive background in theatre as both an actor and a producer. Prior 
to coming to Weathervane, John spent ten years in the acting company at the Barter Theatre 
in Virginia, where he performed in over sixty shows. Other acting credits include performances 
at Town Hall in New York and the Pantages Theatre in Los Angeles. Regionally he has 
worked at the Indiana Repertory Theatre, the Kentucky Shakespeare Festival, Actors Theatre 
of Louisville and the American Stage Festival where he appeared opposite Academy Award­
winner Olympia Dukakis in The Cherry Orchard. John has been Managing Director of First 
Stage Milwaukee, Associate Producer of North Shore Music Theatre, Business Director of 
Gloucester Stage Company and General Manager of New York's award-winning Pearl Theatre 
Company. Mr. Hedges is a member of Actors' Equity Association, served on the Board of 
Directors of Boston's StageSource and chaired its Strategic Planning Committee, been a 
Conference Panelist for the American Alliance for Theatre & Education and written for 
American Theatre magazine. He studied at Indiana State University and the Professional 
Theatre Training Program at the University of Delaware, is a graduate of the National 
Shakespeare Conservatory and holds an honorary MFA in theatre from Stafford University. 
He lives in Akron with his wife, Melissa Owens, and their daughters Rachel and Mary, and 
is a current class member of Leadership Akron. 

I 
BAKERY 

2303 W. Market St., Akron; Pilgrim Square 

330-836-4101 

Cakes + Cookies + Gourmet Desserts + Pastries + Sandwiches + Soups + Breads 

For your next business meeting or event, let us help you impress and delight your guests 
with premium quality sandwich and dessert trays or customized gourmet boxed lunches and salads. 

Delicious taste and excellent presentation can be delivered right to your door. 

The Longer I Live 
the More Beautiful 

Life Becomes. 
- fmnk Lloyd Wr18hL 

Rockynol...You·U Be Happy Lo Call Us Home! 

•GRNOL 

Akrori1 s Premier Reliremenl. Communily 

330-867-2150 

1iJ' 't:.\'l',\!lill~I 

Saturday, October 3 
In the new Weathervane lobby 



SAFE AND SECURE. 

Y OUIZ ASSETS 

Y C)UR FUTURE 

Y C;UR PEACE C)F MIND 

Talk with us. 
Together we'll make a plan. 

CHAMPION & COMPANY, LPA 
Timothy Champion David Champion • Wayne Rice 

Attorneys & Counselors at Law 

Elder Law and Eldercare 
Property, Estate and Wealth Preservation Planning 

Fiduciary Services and Probate Law 

Supporting Artists 
locally and 61obally 

Offering fair trade products 
handmade by artisans 
all around the world. 

Mon-Thurs: 11-8 
Fri-Sat: 11·9 

Sun: 1-5 

1\\t • * 
Market Path 

St • themarketpath.com 

dteu Faith ond Works 
350 S Portage Path • www.firstgraceucc.org • 330-762-5839 

~- ~IM ~ti/b-200{) 
Jacob Marley's Christmas Carol 

December 5 - 20 
and Christmas Eve Dec. 24 at 10 p.m. 

Bach'~ ~pring 
A Birthday Concert of Bach's music at its most lively. 
March 20, 2009 at 8 p.m. 

1776 In Concert 

rfBrzdtd~ 
May 1 - 15, 2009 

July 3 & 4, 2009 at 7 p.m. (note special time) 

stompin' out the fooltlights 

NEW MUSICAL WORKSHOP 
August 2009 

Rock music from some of Broadways's most exciting shows! 
October 2 - 11, 2009 

First Grace United Church of Christ 
350 S. Portage Path 
www.firstgraceucc.org 



NPR. Classical. Other smart stuff. 89. 7 WKSU 
A Service of Kent Stat,e Univ1rrsity 



,104♦9 
~··· wcLv 
'-' classical FM 

WCLV.COffi 

Just because it's not new 
doesn't mean it's not cool. 

,------------------- ------------------

See things 
in a ne light. 

Turning heads wi th bright ideas. 

MINXo Es I G N 
330.762.41 26 • l .888.GET.MINX 
Dramatic Sol ut ions fo r Print Communication 

------------- -- ---------- -- ----------' 
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