
Weatheivane Playhouse is Setting the Stage for the Future 

Coming in 2009 ... 

New Seats • New Bathrooms • Expanded Lobby 

"I urge you to support Weathervane Playhouse's Capital Campaign. Live 
theater is where I staned and continue to work and is an essential element 
to a th1iving and enlightened community." Olympia Dukakis 

Academy Award-winning Actress 

Mainstage 

Thl nmaker 
September 4 • 21 , 2008 
•• 

, Children of Eden 
\ October 9 - 26, 2008 

••• 
/ ~ loody Murder 
I "'January 15 - February 1, 2009 

A Doll's House 
March 19 - April 5, 2009 

Perfect Wedding 
April 30 - May 17, 2009 

i Man of La Mancha 

\ 1Jn_e ~: 28, 2009 

;~ 
• Jo~ni L. Dietz Theater 

, Love! Valour! Compassion! 
! October 30 - November 15, 2008 

, ~.:: 
• Intimate Apparel 
FebrU~26- March 14, 2009 

t.~t 

.~ 

Young Actor Series 
'-~~,. 

Go, Dog. Go I and 
Disney's The AristoCats Kids! 
July 25 - August 10, 2008 

Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat 
November 25 - December 21, 2008 

A Midsummer Night's Dream 
February 10 - 22, 2009 

Special Presentation 
ii, 

Amahl and the Night Visitors 
n •mbe, 6 - 20, 2008 

ii ' ' ' 

Seventy-Fourth Season 

Weathervane 
- PLA 

John Hedges, Executive Director 

L ._( ! Belw • 
J 2008-2009 Season , 1 

1301 Weathervane Lane • Akron, OH 44313-5186 

www.weathervaneplayhouse.com 



EXPERIENCE MORE 

At Au'dio,-,.Technica, wa am grateful for, and very proud to support, 

th1flo,cel arts near our c~"1P,any's U.S. headquarters in Stow, Ohio. 

W~ look forward to many\(ears of inspiring listening. Wherever 

your passion for music takes you, experience more. 

audio-technica.com 

@audio-technica. 
always listening 

.old ... 

One chance. Get it right. Make an impact. 

Specialized Services, Equipment Rental & Sales for theatre, 
corporate functions, schools, churches, community 

gatherings, and concerts. 

We are proud to support The Greater Akron Community 
and beyond with a polished, professional level of service for 

live events and the people who support them. 

• Wireless microphone systems 
• Specialized microphones 
• Theatrical and LED lighting fixtures 
• Intelligent lighting consoles 
• P.A. systems, digital mixing consoles, and monitors 
• Video projectors, screens, and dress kits 
• Special effects, cables & accessories 

Live event audio recording: packages from 2 to 24 tracks 
Video display, recording, editing, and post-production 

On-site delivery, setup, and pickup for rental equipment 
Technical support on all levels, even after hours 

1653 Merriman Rd. Suite LS/ Akron, Ohio 44313 
Office: 330-835-9910 Fax: 330-835-9914 

sales@ClearGoldAudio.com www.ClearGoldAudio.com 



akron area arts alliance 
BUILDING COMMUNITY THROUGH ARTS & CULTURE 

www.akronareaarts.org 
event ¢<1lend1usf.or 45 .arts o rg,:mizatioM 

educational & voluntee:r opp:¢.rl:unities 

www.summitartspace.org 
7 galleiy <:xhibff!❖ns annually fuWrlng local artists 

free tduealfr,1.0-.al a.rtwom-shop,s 
dire-cd:ofy' ot loe:al artists 



Free rent. 
On the world's best music. 

Always at your public library. 

Your Akron Summit County Public Libraries have been offering free 
rent on the best music, movies, books, education and more since 
1874. That makes checking us out worth checking into. Visit 
www.akronlibrary.org or stop in today. 

Akron.Summit County 
Public Library 

r 

Weathervane Staff 

Janis L. Harcar 
Director of Advancement 

Keith D. Campbell 
Director of Audience Development 

Melanie Y.C. Pepe 
Director of Education 

Young Actor Series Producer 

Alan Scott Ferrall 
Scenic Designer /Technical Director 

Barbara Trotter 
Coordinator of Volunteers 

Lisa Mansfield 
Patron Services Manager 

Jasen Smith 

John Hedges 
Executive Director ' 

Nancy Humes 
Education Assistant 

Kathryn A. Kohl 
Assistant Technical Director 

Ian S. Haberman 
Artistic Advisor 

Caroline Klein 
Bookkeeper 

S & B Services -- Shannon Brown 
Cleaning Services 

MINX Design, Cecilia Sveda 
Graphic Designs 

Brockman, Coats, Gedelian & Co. 
Auditors 

Costume Shop Manager/ Costume Designer 

PORTH OU SE 
.THEATRE 

See THREE 
shows for one 
LOW price! 
Tuesday - Friday: 
$57 Adnlts/$48 Seniors 

Saturday: 
$63 Adults au.d Seniors 

Sunday Matinee: 
$54 Adnlts/$48 Seniors 

Students and Groups of 20 

or more pricing available 



Weathervane Boards 

2008-2009 Board of Trustees 
Officers: 
Christopher C. Esker ................................ President 
Chas Schreckenberger ............... First Vice President 
Aaron Berke ......................... Second Vice President 
Lucy J. Randles ......................................... Secretary 

Trustees: 
Barbara Baskin 
Chic Carlson 
Timothy H. Champion 
Geoff Coyle Ill 

Officers: 

Sandra Emerick 
Mary Adams Fazio 
Barry Friedman 
Michael Gaffney 
Malia Gelfo 

Helen Fleming ......... • ..•.... , .. , ...................... President 
Jill Forster., .. ; .......... , ..... , ............ FirstVice President 
Bunny Lacey ............. , ........... SecondVice President 
Nancy Schafer ....... , ...• , ..... Cqrr~spqnqin9 Secretary 

Committees: .. •. . 
Art Gallery ............. _;. ............... :J .... :.Marci Paolucci 

Boutique ·····: ............• ,.?·········:·•·····:Mary Wolfrnan 
Assistants: ..... Lois Murray, Patric:e Bechtol, Janet Clark 
Boutique Treasurer ........... ,., ....... , ... B~rbara B. O'Connor 

Cast Suppers ............................... ,;. .. \I\Jendy Cooley 
Assistant.. ....................................... : .. ; .. Carol Seiberling 

Costumes ........................................ Hehrietta Cook 
Assistant .................. , .................................... l'lel1Jn.Vari 

Hospitality ....................................... .Lois Simmons 
Assistant ..................................................... Bess Raines 

Jim Horvath .............................................. Treasurer 
Jack Steele ................................ Assistant Treasurer 
Helen Fleming ................ Women's Board President 

Jay Hershey 
Lucille. tJumpprey 
Unhee.Kim • .. 
Gregg Mqnes 
Margo Parker 

Bess Raines 
Tom Trotter 
Margaret Dietz Ex-Officio 

Janet Heilmeier .. , ........ ,·::····•· .. ·Recording Secretary 
Susan Baker ........ , .. ,.: ...... , ......... , ....... ,.;".··Treasurer 
Susie Stech ,.; .... , .................... :.:AssistanHreasurer 
Margaret J. Dietz ......... : .. Immediate.Past President 

Hostess~s ••• :: .•• :•,·:.·······;···:···•··.··:······•····Patrice Bechtol 
Assistant.·.··:--·•.··•··.·•·•:•·•····· .. ••••••• ... ;.·· .. ·········Pat Obenour 

House .... , ....... ,.·······•:····,·:•·;·•··: ............... Sue Smith 
MembershiBf•"":\···,,. .. : ..................... Bunny Lacey 
Newsletter, .... , ... ; .............................. Nancy Schafer 
Nominating .. , ..... , ......................... Margaret J. Dietz 
Office .. :,/.:.;. .......................................... Leslie Lund 
SpeciaJEYents/Ways & Means .............. Susie Stech 

2008-2009 Production; Board 
Chair ........................................... Alan Scott Ferrall 
Auditions ................................................ Sue Smith 

Stagefyt~nagers ............................. Judy Willemsen 
Women's!3oard Rep ........ Helen Fleming/Jill Forster 

Lighting Department ........................ Erin Katz Ford 
Sound Department... ........................... Dan Jankura 
Properties Department ................. Jerry Mirman, Jr. 
Properties Co-Chair ......................... Todd Dieringer 

Ex-Officio: 
Executive Director .................................................... .John Hedges 
Producer of Young Actor Productions ................ Melanie Y.C. Pepe 
House Managers ...................................................... Barbie Trotter 

Costume Department .......................... Jasen Smith Trustee Lia son ............................................................. .Jack Steele 

A Brief History of Weathervane Playhouse 

From the "barn" to Copley Road to the Valley ... 

Weathervane Community Playhouse began its run as a live theater in 1935. Four 
artistically talented Woman's City Club members -- Grace Hower Crawford, 
Muriel MacLachlan, Laurine Schwan, Helen Troesch -- and a core of charter 
members rented the empty carriage house belonging to Akron's Senator Charles 
Dick. Their goal was to present a wide spectrum of plays: classics, dramas, 
comedies, new works - even opera - with casting open to anyone who fit a part. 

Their first problem was money to pay the rent and to cover production costs. 
Money was in short supply in 1935 so the women chose a carnival as their 
fundraiser. Despite a drenching downpour, they raised $60 which encouraged 
them to continue. They named their space Weathervane after the rooster on the 
barn's cupola. After cleaning their new home, scrounging for seats, a curtain 
and a coffee pot, Weathervap<c'.opeped its first season. During that summer of 
1935 the group presentedseye11follycosWrned a11d staged plays. In 1936, Muriel 
MacLachlan with theotherJounderspffered ck1ssesto children and adults, 
beginning a tracliti9nthathasbec9n1etoday'sEducatkmDepartment. In 1938 
a Women's Boer4wa~ forn1edto offer volunteer financial assistance. It, too, 
continues tothLsdg.y. 

The "barn" Was fl.ctrtie until it was Sbld'. In 1951 the Playhousepll[Chased a 
cement block: building at l171Cople,y R9a..da11dTenovated it for g. theater with 
seatingcg.pa(ity of 125.The g.ll-v9Iunte,erotga.pizatie>11hired its first employee, 
N ornSsott,as custodiarr/ti.c:½et manager. Actual manag<c'.rnent of the Playhouse 
was ha.nciled by the Operating BOard, which reported to the Board of Trustees. 
Because,there were few<c'.rg.ndfewer people willing to committo directing a play, 
the 130.ardhired BobBelfa.nce as full-time Manager/Director. Belfance held the 
positi<:wfrom 1961;~69 and again fromJf>?4-9:2,puriqg the Copley Road days, 
plays \V<c'.re presep,te,q ~tx days a wee½, B~.cet1se 9{their popularity, not everyone 
whqyva.11ted to se,yashow could 1?fa.cc9ri:p:119diited, Ailei-\Thome was planned. 
Dm:i:µgthe 1960s .Qle members~ip plg.n11ed., plotte.d cllJ:d ra~sed funds. It all 
cam~ together in)t113.e 19 70 wWf!):ie opglli.rrg 9fDark.ofth,rMoon. There was 
ample ~pace and .i ~ortgage. Longtiinefjjend and founder Grace Hower Crawford 
died i11 1971, reII1eII1bering tpt Pla.yhouse in her will. Hgr money enabled the 
BoardJp pare do"Yr,i,the mor:t:g.:igfalld set up an Endow1rn2:11t Fund. The last 
mortgage paymentyV<iS madE\irr 1.~74 through a contri!Sution of the Women's 
Board. T-wo major <i.clqition~;to.tl:ie,Jacility follavye,d; these included first- floor 
restrooms,. classrooIP,:.s., a co~tllme sllop, fly gallery and elevator. The former 
scene shop in 2005 b'e,c:ame tl:1fJ9l111 L. Dietz Studio/Theater/Classroom, where 
experimental productions arepresented. 

Weathervane Playhouse ii~w lt:>,~k~fe>rward to a third expansion and a 75th 
anniversary. •· 

Want to getltt~olved? 
Call Barbara Trotter, Coordinator of Volunteers 

330-836-2626 ext. 29 



Our Generous Donors 
We gratefully acknowledge the support of the following individuals, 

corporations and foundations. 

Super Founders ($10,000+) 
City of Akron Department of 

Planning & Urban Dev. 
Akron Community Foundation -

Shaw Fund 
GAR Foundation 
John A. McAlonan Fund of ACF 

Amahl sponsorship 
Ohio Arts Council 
Weathervane Women's Board 

Founder's Circle ($5,000+) 
Mary & Dr. George L. DeMetros 

Charitable Trust 
Margaret J. Dietz 
John A. McAlonan Fund of Akron 

Community Foundation 
W. Paul & Thora J. Mills Fdn. 
The Gertrude F. Orr Trust Advised 

Fund of Akron Community 
Foundation 

Sisler McFawn Foundation 
Lloyd L. and Louise K. Smith 

Memorial Foundation 
Margaret Clark Morgan Fdn. 
Summa Health System Foundation 

Platinum Members ($1,000+) 
Francia Albrecht 
Susan and Patrick Baker 
Roger G. Berk Trust 
Glenn R. and Alice V. Boggess 

Memorial Foundation 
Buckingham, Doolittle & 

Burroughs 
FirstMerit Foundation 
Helen Davison Fleming * 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. 
Charlotte and Jim Horvath * 
The Lehner Family Foundation 
Laura R. & Lucian Q. Moffit Fdn. 
The R.C. and Katherine M. Musson 

Charitable Foundation 
OMNOVA Solutions Foundation 
National City Bank 
M.G. O'Neil Foundation 
Charles E. and Mabel M. Ritchie 

Memorial Foundation 

Gold Members ($500 - $999) 
The Anonymous Trucker 

Mary Ann and Doug Bell .. 
underwrites set for La Mancha 

Sandra * and Scott Emerick 
Janet and Jim Heilmeier 
Mrs. Annetta Karam 
Shelley and Tom Koutnik 
Eileen and Gary Leidich 
Leslie and Richard Lund 
In honor of Margaret J. Dietz from 

Hank Dietz, Fred Dietz & Susie 
Dietz Pardee 

Michael Russell 
Summit County Internists & 

Associates 
Mary and Mel Wolfman 

Silver Members $250 - $499) 
Akron Tool and Die 
Sophie & Steve Albrecht 
Barbara Baskin * 
Desiree* and Bruce Bolden 
Brockman, Coats, Gedelian and 

Co. 
Beverly and Curt Brown 
Chic Carlson * 
Frank C. Comunale 
Roger Dieringer 
Todd Dieringer 
Mary Beth and Richard Ellison 
Barry Friedman * 
Malia Gelfo* • 
GoJo Industries, Inc. 
Mary and Roy Hartz 
Melissa Owens & John Hedges 

Jay R. Hershey * 
Libby and Dr. Jack Jacobs 
Bonnie M. Jones 
Martha Kaltenbach and Thomas 

R. Trotter* 
Unhee Kim* 
Barbara and Dr. Edward L. Koosed 
Margaret and John McBride 
Patricia S. Obenour 
Barbara B. O'Connor 
John P. O'Neill 
Lucy and Ted Randles* 
Judy and Roger Read 
Dr. & Mrs. Douglas W. Sanders 
Steven Schmidt & Rick Krochka 
Beverly Smith 
Susan D. Speers 

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Vargo 
Connie and Bob Velotta 
Mona Wolfman 
Zuckerman Consulting Group 

Patron Members ($150 - $249) 
Dr. Miriam F. Agins 
Amer Insurance Company 
David Ashe 
Kathleen Ashcroft 
Mary and Roland Bauer 
Henry Bishop and Karen Wood 
Lisa and Chuck Ayers 
Sally J. Childs 
Mr. & Mrs. G.F. Coyle Ill 
Alice Ann Davies 
Marie and Marc Dusini 
Christopher C. Esker * 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Farkas 
Mary and John Fazio * 
FirstMerit Bank/Akron 
Flexsys America LP. 
Diana and John Gayer 
Janis and Raymond Harcar 
Marilyn Heagerty 
Lillian L. Hudimac 
Judy and Richard Kotick 
Margaret Knepper 
Anne and Bill Lowery 
Magen Real Estate Co. 
Virginia Moline 
Sheila Motter 
The Moushey Family 
Jo Ann Oelschlager 
Cynthia Ross and Jessica Posey 
John M. Ream • 
Helene and Bill Rogovy 
Kim and Chas Schreckenberger* 
Sue and Richard Smith 
Thomas M. Stephan 
Helen Vari 
Leo Weill 
Harold F. White 
Libby and Jeff Wilson 
Richard Worswick and John 

Grafton 

Sustaining Members 
($100- $149) 
Carol and Ken Button 

Our Generous Donors - continued 

Sustaining Members Cont. 
Brad Custer 
Rebecca DeBolt 
Claire and Jim D'lanni 
Cathy and Lloyd Doering 
Bridgit & Steven Dolin 
Jon A. Fiume 
Jeane Galehouse 
Shirley and Al Gates 
Ellen F. and Karl S. Hay 
Mary Ann and Dr. Thomas 

Jackson 
Dr. Lawrence B. Kaye, DDS 
Mary Beth Kluge 
Bruce G. Kriete 
Carol Krueger 
Ingrid and Frank Kunstel 
Pamela Langston-Cox 
Gregg Manes * 
Margaret McDowell Lloyd 
Patti Margolis 
The Maynard Family Foundation 
Martha S. Mazak 
Jo McGarvey 
Vieven and Danny Moore 
Nan and Dr. George Nankervis 
Marta & Ian Oppenheim 
Bessie M. Raines* 
Gloria Reich 
Nancy and Harold Rex 
Wendy and David Ruggles 
Betty Sandwick 
Lois and Paul Simmons 
Jean and Ethel Soudry 
Jack T. Steele* 
Sarah and Ed Steinmark 
Paula and John Troche 
Linda Waite 

Edith & Norbert Weisend 
Betty J. and Ken Zeigler 
June and Dan Zeno 
Laurie Zuckerman and Steve 

Johnson 

Contributing Members 
(Gifts of $75 - $99) 
Aaron S. Berke * 
Carol Boyd 
Timothy H. Champion* 
Janet & Donne Clark 
Mr. & Mrs. John DeYoung 
Hope E. Everhart 
Linda Heath 
Jennifer P. Hodges 
Shirley E. Jordan 
Judy and Denny Miller 
Margo Parker * 
Jean Questel 
Barbara and Jim Shriner 
Barbara and Russell Stevie 
James Switzer and Gretchen 

Laatsch 
Linda Werntz and Robert 

Cunningham 

Other 
Meena and Puru Agrawal 
Akron Tile and Fireplace Co., Inc. 
Eleanor and Richard Aron 
Robert Baab 
Mary B. Blazewicz 
Loretta E. Bower 
Jeff Brinton 
Dawn B. Carson 
County of Summit Board of 

Mental Retardation 

Thank you to all our donors! 

Patricia ari'Cl Thomas Doak 
Gwynn R. Ennnis 
George J. Gauthier 
Jean Gent 
Maryanna P. Hamburg 
Bart P. Hamilton 
David W. Kellogg 
Phyllis Lerch 
Caryn Lintner 
Arlene McKinnon 
Scott E. Robishaw 
Dr. & Mrs. John B. Saks 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Saghy 
Sue and Joe Schaut 
Raymone Scott 
Pearl D. Sentelik 
Beverly Spaeth 
Sheila and Larry Wallerstein 
Anna M. Zender 

100-Hour Memberships 
Jean Blair 
Robyn Cooper 
Maryanne Cotter 
Erin Katz Ford 
Kevin Ford 
Holly Humes 
Dede Klein 
Marcia & Tom Marshall 
Talley-Nitzel Family 

Matching Gifts 
Allstate Giving Campaign 
AT&T 
FirstEnergy 
The Lubrizol Foundation 

* Denotes Trustees 

"Giving to others is a key element in well-being. It's abundantly clear from a number of studies 
that people who live generous lives also live happier lives." 

Dr. Stephen Post 
Why Good Things Happen to Good People 



~1,Setting the Stage for the Future 
~ We are proud to list the following Capital Campaign Donors 

as of May 26, 2009 

Francia A. and Fred I. Albrecht 
Kathy Ashcroft 
Sandy and Mark Auburn 
Mary Rebecca Babcox 
George A. Bakalar 
Susan and Patrick Baker 
Mary Jane Baron 
Patricia R. Basile 
Barbara Baskin 
Terry L. Beal 
Patrice Bechtol 
Roger G. Berk 
Aaron Berke 
Jean Blair 
Mrs. D. Loraine Boesche 
Glenn R. and Alice V. Boggess 

Memorial Foundation 
Desiree Bolden 
Ann and Dave Brennan 
Brockman, Coats, Gedelian & 

Company 
Eileen Burg 
Karen Burridge 
Chic Carlson 
Timothy H. Champion 
Sally Childs 
Mary Kate Clancy 
Janet and Donne Clark 
Barbara Colonna 
Wendy and Ralph Cooley 
The Mary S. and David C. Corbin 

Foundation 
Geoff Coyle 111 
Marie and Harry Covington 
Kevin Crum 
Estate of Paul Daum 
Mary and Dr. George L. Demetros 

Charitable Trust 
Roger Dieringer 
Margaret J. Dietz 
Bill and Phyllis Dreyer 
Sue Eisner 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Ellis 
Sandra and Scott Emerick 
Christopher C. Esker 
Dorothy and Stephen Farkas 
Mary Adams Fazio 
Alan Scott Ferrall 
FirstMerit Foundation 
Helen Davison Fleming 
Elizabeth Francis 
Barry Friedman 
Corina and Michael Gaffney 
GAR Foundation 
Diana and John Gayer 
Malia Gelfo 

Ruth Jane Grimwood 
Debra Hamilton 
Janis L. and Raymond A. Harcar 
Sandra and Antony Harding 
The Harris Family 
Mary and Roy Hartz 
Marilyn L. Heagerty 
John Hedges 
Janet and Jim Heilmeier 
Jay Hershey 
Charlotte and Jim Horvath 
Alma Faye Houston 
Sharon Horwitz 
Lucille Humphrey 
Kathryn M. Hunter 
Kimberly and Jess Hurst 
Charles F. Johnson, MD 
Annetta Karam 
David W. Kellogg 
Unhee Kim 
Derrick Kimble 
Dede Klein 
Mary Beth Kluge 
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Koosed 
Judy and Richard Kotick 
Shelley and Tom Koutnik 
Maureen and Jim Kovach 
Carol W. Krueger 
Bunny Lacey 
Robert E. and Doris Lee 
Eileen and Gary Leidich 
Jennifer and David Lenz 
Caryn A. Lintner 
Margaret McDowell Lloyd 
The Lubrizol Foundation 
Leslie and Richard Lund 
Nancy M. Mahoney 
Sally Ann and William J. Manby 
Gregg Manes 
Martha S. Mazak 
C. Blake, Jr. and Beatrice K. 

McDowell Foundation 
Jo McGarvey 
Mitzi Mild 
Virginia Moline 
Sheila Motter 
The Moushey Family 
Lois J. Murray 
Elizabeth and Charles Nelson 
Northern Ohio Golf Charities 
Patricia Obenour 
Barbara B. O'Connor 
OMNOVA Solutions Foundation 
John O'Neill 
Jo Ann Oelschlager 
Marta Williger and Ian Oppenheim 

Melissa Owens 
Susan Dietz Pardee 
Margo Parker 
Diana Peabody 
Becky Peffer 
Lisa A. Plant 
Mary Kay and Ernie Pouttu 
Charles K. Prather 
Jean Questel 
Nikki Rafferty 
Bessie M. Raines 
Vicky and Gary Rambler 
Lucy and Ted Randles 
Thelma and Dr. Joseph F. Rapotec 
Judy and Roger Read 
John M. Ream, Jr. 
Nancy and Harold Rex 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Reynolds 
Charles E. and Mabel M. Ritchie 

Memorial Foundation 
Helene and Bill Rogovy 
Gene Rust 
Dr. and Mrs. John Saks 
Nancy M. Schafer 
Kim and Chas Schreckenberger 
Carol Seiberling 
Richard Shirey 
Robert B. Showalter 
Barbara and Jim Shriner 
Lois Simmons 
The Sisler McFawn Foundation 
Sue and Richard Smith 
Susan D. Speers 
State of Ohio 
Jack T. Steele 
Tom Stephan 
Cecilia Sveda 
Thomas R. Trotter and 

Martha Kaltenbach 
Dr. Julia A. Grossman and 

James R. Vargo 
Helen and Frank Vari 
Connie and Robert Velotta 
Connie Wagner 
Wayside Furniture 
Weathervane Women's Board 
Mona Wolfman 
John Grafton and 

Richard Worswick 
Carol Wyatt 
Peg and Dave Yeager 
Betty J. and Ken Zeigler 
June and Dan Zeno 

',I 

t In the Harris Family Gallery 

I am delighted to exhibit these pieces done by Sally Petersen in the Harris Family Gallery. 
We are so fortunate that Sally agreed to take on this somewhat daunting task. She has made 
paper dolls depicting various characters in The Man of La Mancha, and has used photographs 
of the actors' faces to personalize them. Sally lives in Sharon Center. with her husband, Lee. 
Their daughter, Austin, is teaching in China. 

Sally states that,."Art is a collaborative process. The ideas may come from a conversation 
that sparks an idea, a memory of a friend that gives insight to a character, a song that evokes 
a color or form, or the support and comfort of family and home that gives the love that leads 
one through the creative process. We are all each other's cast in learning our craft. Our 
interactions provide the basis for our artistic intent. 

As a child, I loved making clothes and habitats for my Betsey McCall and Elizabeth Taylor 
paper dolls. As an adult, I rediscovered this form as a way to amuse and honor friends with 
personalized dolls. Now, each piece of paper, thread, button, or shiny bit of junk sparks an 
idea for another doll. Who knows how many I will make before another art form begs to be 
discovered? The joy is in finding out." 

The Longer I Live 
the More Beautiful 

Life Becomes. 
- Frank Lloyd Wr18hL 

Qockynol...You'll Be Happy lo Call Us Home! 

RGRNOL 

Akron's Premier Rel.iremeol. Communily 

330-867-2150 

'®' ~::t,\!lm:"JI 

t 
Marci Paolucci, Gallery Director 

BAKERY 

2303 W. Market St., Akron; 
Pilgrim Square 

330-836-4101 
Cakes + Cookies + Gourmet Desserts 

+ Pastries + Sandwiches + Soups + 
Breads 

For your next business meeting or event, let us help 
you impress and delight your guests 

with premium quality sandwich and dessert trays or· 
customized gourmet boxed lunches and salads. 

Delicious taste and excellent presentation can be 
delivered right to your door. 



ant study titled "Gifts of 
ing the Debate About the Ben 

r~fbrhprehensive case is presented for b 
' instrumental value of the arts (the indirect Bene 1 ) 
well as their intrinsic value (benefits inherent in the arts 
experiences themselves). Examples of Weathervane's 
instrumental value to our community are: improving 
the capacity of young people to learn, bringing our 
community together for shared sociaUrtte:raction, being 
a major contributor to the quc11ityoflifo in our area 
and serving as an ernnomiccatalyst for*911.a11dtij~ 
M.erriman Valley. Our total economicf~paqtO)th,f;/;' 
greater Akron area is estimated to be nea:i:lri:t& milltqg;; 

Fiu-µier/in 9t1:• l.occ1I scllppls tl:rr.ei! ~ti p~g-6J isidf~pgp(. 
~1:i9g}tlijJ:1ted•t91:~t11.\lr1;1t$tQ.l:ie}" . f~d.1<c:a.11.E\gf0 
,ptepar1;dc1n,~:r7cl,?1)7f9 e";Ai)ivi~g~• .... ··.·.·. J2;.~othat inthe 21st century requires '"'""i:ttl•,M\f. 

'· il.P-dE\IJ'9c1~el)1%t1f~it:ppne'§.•if{lc1gi1;1atil;ll\: General Electric's motto, for CAdlllltJ1t:, 

''JitJc1~~c1ti,9~,:J,~}X8t~.c.'(;mie;te~tipgtE'.§Ults from Miller South School for the 
·•· .. :r-~~fgx~Ifig~~;fwln\r~g~tsgig9lf§COnsistently rated Excellent With 

Stat/:'. Qlt;io!ileYeJ:Y:ffiaior aca~~~ic area, serves as testimony to the 

i, °;C-_'"/i·,"_._-:, .,. "·,, . _:- ---:..: __ ':'~\:'•:•,.C, 

H3l;!f1tient of learning and human development. These u•~·~~ULU 

'ljtJit;ti::p,is&ful lives working in a variety of fields, the least of which 
fri the arts. 

• • Perhapi the more important element that the arts bring to our community, though -
less quantifiable - is of a more intrinsic nature. Our commitment at Weathervane is 

people a way of accessing a sense of their own humanity through involvement in 
• art - both as participants and as audience members. Through looking at the 

meone else's point of view and "walking in their shoes," there can emerge 
• • . erstanding and empathy for others. You can only look ;it the 
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About the Musical's History 

Weathervane's first production of Man of La Mancha, directed by Bob Belfance, was the 
opening production of the 1981-1982 season. 

Man of La Mancha was inspired by a novel written by Spanish writer Miguel de Cervantes 
(1547 to 1616). The stage version first began as a television adaptation by American writer 
Dale Wasserman. The CBS TV network aired I, Don Quixote on November 9, 1959, as part of 
its 90-minute, monthly anthology series The DuPont Show of the Month. 

Wasserman returned to his teleplay in the mid 1960s to collaborate with composer Mitch 
Leigh and lyricist Joe Darion to create a new musical version that the men called Man of La 
Mancha. The show's first production opened in 1964 at the Goodspeed Opera House in East 
Haddam, Connecticut. For the starring role of Cervantes/ Quixote, the producers selected Rex 
Harrison but ultimately replaced him with Richard Kiley (who would, once the show moved 
to New York, win the 1966 Tony Award for Best Actor in a Musical). 

After its initial Connecticut production, Man of La Mancha moved to the off-Broadway 
ANTA (American National Theatre and Academy) Washington Square Theatre in Greenwich 
Village, where it opened on Nov. 22, 1965. By the time it closed on June 26, 1971 - performance 
No. 2,328 - Man of La Mancha had emerged as the third-longest-running Broadway show of 
its era. For the 1965-1966 Broadway season, the show earned seven Tony Award nominations 
and won five: Kiley as best actor in a musical, best musical, best composer and lyricist, best 
scenic design of a musical and best direction of a musical. 

As a testament to the show's perennial popularity, Broadway has revived Man of La Mancha 
four times since the original production. Forty-five years after its first Connecticut production, 
Man of La Mancha has traveled around the globe to be performed in dozens of languages: 
German, Hebrew, Swedish, Urdu, Icelandic, Siamese, Japanese, Slovenian, Finnish, Polish, 
Swahili - and even in nine distinct dialects of Spanish. In any language and in any venue, Man 
of La Mancha's impossible dream continues to thrive. 

About the Writing Team 
Dale Wasserman (Bookwriter) was born in Rhineland, Wisconsin, in 1914. He was one 

of 14 children whose parents had immigrated from Russia. Wasserman left home in his early 
teens and traveled throughout the United States by way of hopping on freight trains. Despite 
little schooling, he ended up working in theater. 

In the 1950s, Wasserman quit his job as a director of a play on Broadway after becoming 
frustrated with the process. Television became his next goal. He churned out teleplays for such 
TV anthology series as Studio One, Matinee Theatre, The Alcoa Hour and Kraft Television Theatre. 

. In 1963, Wasserman adapted Ken Kesey's novel, One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest, for the 
Broadway stage. Two years later, he collaborated with composer Mitch Leigh and lyricist Joe 
Darion to create the musical Man of La Mancha. Right up to his death last year from congestive 
heart failure, he continued to write. His last play, Premiere!, opened this past January at Theater 
Works in Peoria, Arizona. 

Composer, producer, director and businessman Irwin Michnik - who later changed his 
name to Mitch Leigh - was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1928. After graduating from Yale 
University in 1951 with a degree in music, he went to work in Manhattan as a 'jazz musician 
and also wrote commercials for radio and television. ( One of his more famous jingles was the 
catchy "Nobody doesn't like Sara Lee.") In 1965 he composed the music for the show that 
would become his best-known work, Man of La Mancha. For his creative contributions, Leigh 
won two 1966 Tony Awards: one for best musical and one for best composer. 

In addition to his Tony Awards for Man of La Mancha, Leigh's honors include the 
Contemporary Classics Award from the Songwriter's Hall of Fame for "The Impossible Dream," 
the Drama Critics Circle Award and the distinction of being the only living composer whose 
work was included in the Metropolitan Opera's Centennial Celebration. In 2001, Yale University 
named its new music building after Leigh and his wife, Abby. 

Born in 1917 in New York City, Joe Darion (lyricist) was educated at City College of New 
York After serving in the navy in World War II, he began to carve out a prolific career as a 
lyricist in radio, TV, films, theatre and even symphonic music. As a lyricist, his songwriting 
credits include "Ricochet" ( a novelty song for Teresa Brewer) and "Changing Partners" ( a Top 
10 hit for Patti Page). Darion died of natural causes in 2001. 

I 

l 

Man of la Mancha -- Cast In Order of Appearance 

Captain of the Inquisition/Dulcimer ........................................... Mike Groom 
Sancho Panza ..................................................... '. ................... Ian 'Haberman 
Cervantes/Don Quixote/Alonso ................................................... Tom Barnes 
Governor .................................................................................. Bogdan Pecic 
Duke ....................................................................................... Eddie Nabring 
Muleteers: 
Jose .................................................................................... .Jackson Sturkey 
Anselmo ...................................................................................... Aaron Keen 
Pedro .................................................................................. Frank Castorena 
Guitar Player .......................................................................... Michael Curtis 
Aldonza/Dulcinea .................................................................. Rebecca Marks 
lnnkeeper ................................................................................. Bogdan Pecic 
Maria (Innkeeper's Wife) ......................................................... Nicole Ellesin 
Antonia (Alonso's Niece) ........................................................... Sarah Bailey 
The Housekeeper (for Alonso) ..................................... Sarah Anne Edwards 
The Padre ................................................................................ Donny Ellesin 
Dr. Sanson Carrasco ............................................................... Eddie Nabring 

• The Barber ..................................................................................... .Jeff Bixby 
Prisoners/Dancers ........................................ Hannah Drake, Tiffany Battey 
Trumpet ......................................................................... Malachy Rodriquez 
Flute .................................................................................... Beth Thompson 

The time and place: A dungeon in Seville, Spain, at the end of the 16th century 
and various places in the imagination of Miguel de Cervantes. 

There will be one 15-minute intermission. 

t 



t About Our Directors 

Jacqi Loewy (Director/Choreograph.er) is thrilled to be ~eturning to Weathervane after ':"inning 
several Chanticleer Awards and servmg at the helm of Little Shop of Horrors, The Fantastic~s, The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show, The Full Monty, The Last Fiv~ Years, Pr~of and T~e ~ara_mie Pro;ect. 
Now in her third decade as a full-time theatre professional, she 1s the Art1st1C Direct.or of 
Charenton Theater Company, the Board President of the Cleveland Theater Coll~ct1ve 
(www.clevelandtheater.com) and will join the faculty of Notre Dame College this fall. ~er 
direction has been seen at the Cleveland Play House, Dobama Theatre, Cleveland Pubhc 
Theatre, Ensemble Theatre, TrueNorth Cultural Arts, the Youngstow-l; Playhouse, The Universi.ty 
of Akron, Case Western Reserve University and (three seasons) Lyne Opera Cleveland. She 1s 
also a commissioned playwright, a busy radio/television/film talent and the creator of two 
social-issue pieces: Mr. Lewis Rules: Stories from ~he Juve7:ile Jus~ce Syste7?1 (born here at Wea~ervane 
with Myron Lewis) and Both Sides of the Family. ( an. mterfa1th marnage.play now booking . 
nationally). Jacqi appeared on the WCP stage m Six Degrees of Separatwn and Prelude to a Kiss 
and has also performed on Broadway and at many of the professional venues here in Northeast 
Ohio. She was the Artistic Supervisor for Cleveland's longest-running show (Tony 'n Tina's 
Wedding at PlayhouseSquare ), holds a BFA degree in Dance/ M~sical 1:heatre, an MA deg~e~ 
(University of Akron) in Theatre Arts, and feels blessed on a daily basis for the opportumtles 
to do the work she loves and the audiences (you!) who allow the work to breathe. Thanks to 
the FABULOUS cast, staff and crew here who made the La Mancha dream a reality! 

Eddie Nabring (Musical Director/Duk~/Dr. Carra~co) last serve!,[ W~athervane as th~ musical 
director for the 2007 Young Actors Senes production. of The Frog Prince .. By day, Eddie serves 
as the 4th- and sth·grade orchestra director for Aurora City Schools, for whIC~ h~ has also worked 
as a musical director for productions of Grease, Into the Woods and Bye, Bye Birdie. As. a performer, 
local audiences have seen him in Pump Boys and Dinettes at Stow Players and Assasms at. Th~atre 
8:15 in Uniontown. He holds a bachelor's degree in music and art education from Miami 
University. He and his wife, Diana, live in Aurora with their children, Sam and Max. 

Musical Numbers 
Overture 
Flamenco ............................................................................................................ Prisoner Maria 
Man of La Mancha ................................................................................ .Don Quixote, Sancho 
It's All the Same ......................................................................................... Aldonza, Muleteers 
Dulcinea .......................................................................... .Don Quixote, Anselmo, Muleteers 
I'm Only Thinking of Him ......................................................... Antonia, Housekeeper, Padre 

~:;1J;;it~/::a·~·~·~j'M; ?. ·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.:·.·.·.·.·.·.·.:·.·.·.·.·.·.·.:·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.:·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.::·.·.·.·.·.·. ·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.:·.:,J~~~~~ 

Little Bird, Little Bird ........................................................... Cervantes, Anselmo, Jose, Pedro 
Barber Song ..................................................................................................................... Barber 
Golden Helmet of Mambrino ................................... Don Quixote, Barber, Sancho, Prisoners 
To Each His Dulcinea ....................................................................................................... Padre 

Intermission 

The Impossible Dream ......................................................................................... .Don Quixote 
Knight of the Woeful Countenance .......................................................... .Innkeeper, Pris~ners 
The Impossible Dream (first reprise) ................................................................... Don Qu~ote 
Man of La Mancha ( first reprise) ........................................................................ Don Qrnxote 
Moorish Dance .................................................................... .Don Quixote, Sancho, Prisoners 
Aldonza ....................................................................................................................... .Aldonza 
A Little Gossip ................................................................................................................ Sancho 

Dulcinea (reprise) Aldonza/ The Impossible Dream (reprise) Aldonza, Don Quixote/ 
Man of La Mancha (reprise) Don Quixote, Sancho, Aldonza/ The Psalm Pad:e 

Finale Ultimo: The Impossible Dream (reprise) ........................................................ Pnsoners 

Cast Biographies 

MIKE GROOM (Captain of the Inquisition/ 
Dulcimer) makes his Weathervane debut in 
this production. This is also his second go­
round with Man of La Mancha because he 
appeared as a guard last year in a production 
with the Canal Fulton Players, where he also 
appeared in productions of On Golden Pond 
and Christmas Gifts. Off the stage, Mike works 
as an engineer in radiation therapy for Summa 
Health System. 
IAN HABERMAN (Sancho Panza) was last 
seen at Weathervane as Teddy in the 2008 
production of And the Winner Is. His other 
Playhouse credit include Merv Kant in The 
Sisters Rosensweig, Dr. Scott in The Rocky Horror 
Show, Dr. Kelekian in Wit and Senex in A 
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum. 
He collected Chanticleer Awards for his 
performances as Mr. Mushnik in Little Shop 
of Horrors, Zaretsky in Conversations with My 
Father and Lenny in Doubles. It would, actually, 
take several columns to list the productions 
in which Ian has performed to the pleasure 
ofWeathervane audiences. He has also served 
as a Playhouse trustee and president of its 
board in addition to heading the play­
selection committee for many years. He has 
received the Trustees Award for his service to 
the Playhouse. Ian lives in Sharon Center, 
holds a law degree from Case Western Reserve 
University and practices law in Medina. 
TOM BARNES (Cervantes/Don Quixote) last 
appeared on our stage as Coalhouse Walker, 
Jr. in Ragtime: The Musical. Weathervane 
audiences have also enjoyed his perfonnances 
in The Tale of the Allergist's Wife, A Lesson 
Before Dying, Of Mice and Men, Little Shop of 
Horrors, The King of the Kosher Grocers, The 
African Company Presents Richard III and The 
Piano Lesson. A fervent sound designer as well, 
he most recently designed the sound for our 
production of A Doll's House and, previously, 
for Sylvia, Having Our Say, Communicating 
Doors, Dracula, The Chosen, A Lesson Before 
Dying, Three Days of Rain, Angels in America: 
Millennium Approaches and All My Sons. Tom 
has also been in productions for The Morrison 
Playmakers and The Bang and the Clatter 
Theater Company. 
BOGDAN PECIC (Governor/Innkeeper) is a 
registered nurse with Summa Health System, 
but over the.'years he has managed to squeeze 
in some time for theatrical pursuits. He played 
in the cast of two Shakespeare plays at 
Weathervane, Julius Caesar and The Taming of 

the Shrew, and in one at Stan Hywet Hall and 
Gardens, The Merry Wives of Windsor. He is 
married to Barbara, and the couple has threE 
children. 
EDDIE NABRING (Duke/Dr. Carrasco) See 
Musical Director bio. 
JACKSON STURKEY (Jose/Muleteer) has just 
completed his senior year at Cuyahoga Valley 
Christian Academy in Cuyahoga Falls, wherE 
he most recently played Gaston in Beauty and 
the Beast. His other theatrical credits at CVCA 
include productions of The Music Man, Meel 
Me in St. Louis, Oliver!, Law of Love and Trial 
of Job. This production marks his Weathervane 
debut. 
AARON N. KEEN (Anselmo/Muleteer) is a 
student at Ball State University majoring in 
Theatrical Studies. He was last seen in Street 
Scene: An American Opera as Charlie 
Hildebrand and Officer Murphy at The 
University of Akron. Aaron is excited to be 
taking on the role of Anselmo once again, ai 
he appeared in The University of Akron's 
production last August. Aaron is a graduate 
of Firestone High School, where he appeared 
in A Raisin in the Sun, Grease, Urinetown: The 
Musical and Side Show. He was also a part of 
the E.T.C. All-American Youth Show Choir, 
and after his high school graduation he 
returned to E.T.C. as an assistant 
choreographer for the 2008-2009 Season. 
Aaron is excited to be joining the Weathervane 
family and to have the opportunity to work 
with such talented individuals. 
FRANK CASTORENA (Pedro/Muleteer) is 
new to the Akron area and is very excited to 
be working in Man of La Mancha at 
Weathe1vane Playhouse. He is originally from 
Los Angeles, California, and has worked on 
numerous projects in film, television and 
stage. Movies he appeared in are The Flintstone5 
in Viva Rock Vegas, Gone in 60 Seconds and 
Ghost World.1V shows include The Drew Carei, 
Show, ER, Melrose Place, Chicago Hope and 
NYPD Blue. His favorite stage credits includE 
Working, Grease, How to Succeed in Business _ 
Without Really Trying, A Funny Thing Happenea 
on the Way to the Forum, Jesus Christ Superstar, 
Pirates of Penzance and Once Upon a Mattress. 
Frank holds his BA in Theatre Arts from 
California State University, Northridge. 
MICHAEL CURTIS (Prisoner/The G~itar~st) 
is an adjunct music faculty member m gu1ta1 
at Malone College and at the College of 
Wooster.He is an Akron native and studied 



f Cast Biographies - continued 

at The University of Akron, where he earned 
his Bachelor's degree in 1985. He received 
his Master of Music degree from the University 
of Arizona in 1988, and earned his Doctor 
of Musical Arts degree from the joint program 
of the Cleveland Institute of Music and Case 
Western Reserve University in 1993. He has 
studied flamenco guitar in Spain, and also 
spent one year in Uruguay studying guitar on 
a Fulbright Scholarship and one year in 
Ecuador with a Graduate Rotary Scholarship. 
He performs regularly with other musicians, 
including two groups who recently recorded 
CDs. 
REBECCA MARKS (Aldonza/Dulcinea) is 
thrilled to be a part of this wonderful Man of 
La Mancha cast! Classically trained with a 
degree in vocal performance, Rebecca has 
enjoyed working in many genres of music 
from opera, jazz, musical theater, R&B to 
pop/rock. Once having toured the Midwest 
and the Northeastern states, Rebecca now 
lives in Cleveland, where she has enjoyed 
many roles in regional and local theaters 
including Opera Cleveland (La Boheme), the 
Cleveland Play House, the Hanna Theater at 
Playhouse Square ( where she originated the 
role of Donna Marsala in Tony 'n Tina's 
Wedding), Great Lakes Theater Festival and 
the Beck Center for the Performing Arts. She 
has also performed with the all-occasion 
bands The Impostors Off the Record, and her 
own band, After 6. Rebecca dedicates her 
performance to her loving husband, Josh, 
and their two children, Zachary and Madeline. 
"Dream big, my knight and my lady ... for you 
there truly is no dream that is impossible." 
NICOLE ELLESIN (Maria, the Innkeeper's 
Wife) is on the stage in her debut performance 
at Weathervane Playhouse. She has been in 
several other musicals with Amarinic 
Productions out ofWooster. Some of her 
roles included Babette in Beauty and the Beast, 
Patty Simcox in Grease, and Louise Bigelow 
in Carousel. She also has played Cinderella in 
Into the Woods, Ermengarde in Hello, Dolly! 
and Amaryllis in The Music Man. She is very 
excited to be sharing the stage once again 
with her husband, Donny. She hopes you 
enjoy this production! 
SARAH BAILEY (Antonia) Sarah has directed 
our Young Actors Series production ofJoseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat for the 
past six years. Her other Playhouse directorial 
credits include Go, Dog. Go! and Madeline's 
Rescue. In 2004, she appeared on our 

Mainstage as Sister Amnesia in Nunsense (for 
which she won a Chanticleer Award). Sarah 
has taught many classes in our theater­
education department. She holds a bachelor's 
degree in music from Ohio Northern 
University and a master's degree in music and 
pedagogy from Westminster Choir College 
in Princeton, New Jersey. She has sung at 
Carnegie Hall with the New York 
Philharmonic and was a grand finalist in 
Guangdong, China International Vocal 
Competition and has also performed at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival in Scotland. She 
and her husband Kyle have three daughters 
- Isabelle, Sophia and Cecilia. 
SARAH ANNE EDWARDS (The Housekeeper) 
is a Clevelander who holds a bachelor of arts 
degree in theatre from the College ofWooster. 
Northeast Ohio audiences have seen her as 
Lucy in Jekyll and Hyde ( at Geauga Lyric 
Theater Guild), in Dracula (at Stage Left 
Theatre Company) in Sweet Love Adieu (with 
the Cleveland Shakespeare Festival) and in 
Plainsong ( at the Cleveland Play House). She 
thanks Keith Maag and her family for their 
love and support. 
DONNY ELLESIN (Padre) is performing for 
the first time on the Weathervane Playhouse 
stage. His most recent performance was as 
Rick Steadman, a.k.a The Nerd, in Larry Shue's 
The Nerd for Medina County Show Biz. He 
has been in several other musicals with 
Amarinic Productions out of Wooster. Some 
of his roles include LeFou in Beauty and the 
Beast, Kenickie in Grease and Billy Bigelow in 
Carousel. He is dedicating this performance 
to his beautiful wife, Nicole, who is also in 
this show and wrote this bio. Donny hopes 
you enjoy the show! 
JEFF BIXBY (The Barber) has, after a long 
absence, returned to Weathervane, where in 
1971 he played Snoopy in You're a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown. He was in the 1973 cast of the 
Playhouse's production of Indians and the 
197 4 production of Celebration. He was born 
in Lakewood but grew up in Medina, where 
his family for many years operated the popular 
Bix's Restaurant on the Square. In 1978, he 
graduated from Kent State University with a 
degree in elementary education and moved 
downstate to Cincinnati, where he enjoyed 
a 30-year career as an educator with the city's 
public schools. During his time in the Queen 
City, he lectured at the Cincinnati Art Museum 
and the National Underground Railroad 
Freedom Center. He a.lso created and directed 

f Cast Biographies - continued 

a special theater project at the Cincinnati Zoo 
& Botanical Garden that incorporated Rudyard 
Kipling's The Jungle Book. His retirement 
from teaching in 2008 inspired him to move 
back to his roots in the Akron area. 
HANNAH DRAKE (Prisoner/Dancer) has just 
completed her freshman year as an acting 
major at Ball State University in Muncie, 
Indiana, where she served as the assistant 
costume designer for Intimate Apparel and the 
assistant make-up/hair designer for The Full 
Monty. She graduated from Stow-Munroe Falls 

Creative Team Biographies 
JERRY DORTON (Stage Manager) served as 
the assistant stage manager for last season's 
production of The Lion in Winter. In 2006, he 
stage managed the Playhouse's revival of 
Fences. As an actor, Jerry appeared in our 
productions of The Sound of Music (2006) and 
Arsenic and Old Lace (2003). Elsewhere, Jerry 
appeared in Don't Dress for Dinner with Stow 
Players and he has also directed nine 
productions for Kimpton Middle School in 
Munroe Falls, where he is a seventh-grade 
science teacher. A graduate of Crown College 
in Minnesota, he has a master of arts degree 
in education from Kent State University and 
was named an outstanding teacher in Who's 
Who of American Teachers. He and his wife, 
Alison, have three children: Amanda, Jonas 
and Isaac. 
TODD DIERINGER (Scenic Designer) is 
pleased to return for his third show as a scenic 
designer. His other design credits include The 
Sisters Rosensweig and Children of a Lesser 
God. He has helped build sets for most of the 
Playhouse's shows since 2005. In addition, 
he made the scenery fly each night for both 
The Rocky Horror Show and The Full 
Monty. Todd has a bachelor's degree in public 
relations from The University of Akron, where 
he also studied theatre. He currently serves 
as the systems administratm: in the admissions 
office at UA. Todd says, "Weathervane has 
become a second home and the people here 
are like family. Thanks for helping me make 
the magic on this show!" 
HEDY JONES (Costume Co-Designer) is a 
retired art teacher for Revere Local Schools, 
where she painted the backdrop for a 
production of Oklahoma! She holds degrees, 
including a Ph.D., from The University of 

High School, where she E:l).joyed several roles 
in front of the footlights in such productions 
as Aida, Les Miserables, Beauty and the Beast 
and Kiss Me, Kate. 
TIFFANY BATTEY (Prisoner/Dancer) makes 
her Weathervane debut in this production. 
She has just completed her senior year at 
Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy in 
Cuyahoga Falls. Her theatrical resume from 
CVCA includes roles in Beauty and the Beast, 
Oliver!, The Music Man and It's a Wondeiful 
Life. 

Akron as well as a BFA degree in art from 
Kent State University. She has painted murals 
for the F.A. Seiberling Nature Realm (hobo 
exhibit, rainforest exhibit and the "Snakes 
Cage"). She also painted the mural for the 
old Ayres Branch Library in West Akron many 
years ago as well as other paintings for the 
Akron-Summit County Public Library. She 
also worked as a freelance artist for the 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park, painting 
backdrops for puppet shows and creating 
drawings for other park projects. 
JASEN J. SMITH (Costume Co-Designer) 
joined the Playhouse staff in the summer of 
2008. This season he has designed Children 
of Eden, Joseph, Bloody Murder and Intimate 
Apparel. Before coming to WCP, he served for 
four years as the Costume Designer and 
Theatre Rentals Manager for Akron Design 
and Costume. From 2001 to 2004 he was 
employed by the College of Wooster as the 
Costume Designer/Costume Shop Manager. 
At Wooster, he also served as the resident 
costume designer for the Ohio Light Opera's 
2003 and 2004 summer seasons. He is a 
graduate of Huntingdon College in 
Montgomery, Alabama. From 1997-2001 he 
was a Wardrobe assistant at the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival, and he designed 
costumes for its Graduate Acting Company's 
production of The White Devil in 2001. He is 
a part-time instructor at Case Western Reserve 
University, where he teaches costume design 
and construction. He is the recipient of the 
Lois S. Garren Award for Excellence in 
Costume Design from Region Four of the 
American College Theatre Festival for his 
designs for Les Liaisons Dangereuses (in 1999) 
and Tartuffe (in 2000). 
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ERIN KATZ FORD (Lighting Co-Designer) is 
a dedicated and longtime Weathervane 
volunteer who can be found in our scene shop 
many evenings after work By day, she is the 
religious school director for Congregation 
Bethaynu in Pepper Pike and received her 
master's degree in Jewish Education. Erin 
designed the lighting for such Weathervane 
productions as The Rainmaker, The Lion in 
Winter, The Sisters Rosensweig and The Chosen. 
ALAN SCOTI FERRALL (Lighting Co­
Designer) began his association with 
Weathervane as a backstage volunteer under 
the tutelage of the late John R. Thomas. Scott 
has earned five Chanticleer Awards - one as 
stage manager for Fences, and the others for 
his lighting designs for The Laramie Project 
and A Lesson Before Dying and his co-lighting 
design for both A Man for All Seasons and The 
Full Monty. Scott also takes great pleasure in 
writing the end-of-the-season revue for the 
Not-Ready-for-Mainstage Players, who appear 
at Weathervane's annual Chanticleer Awards 
banquet. He lives in Cuyahoga Falls. 
DAVID RUGGLES (Sound Co-Designer) has 
been a backstage volunteer at the Playhouse 
for six years. Most recently, he designed the 
lighting for Weathervane's Perfect Wedding. 
And earlier this spring, he helped design some 
of the theatrical trickery behind the large 
mailbox chute that dominated the set of the 
Playhouse's production of A Doll's House. He 
designed the lighting for Weathervane's 2006 
production of Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat and sound for Madeline's 
Rescue in the same year. He has also designed 
lighting for several recent Cuyahoga Falls High 
School productions such as Bye, Bye Birdie, 
The Outsiders and How to Succeed in Business 
Without Really Trying. He is a freshman at Kent 
State University. 
M.J. COULSON (Properties Co-Designer) last 
designed props for the Playhouse's Dietz 

Theater production of And the Winner Is. An 
active Weathervane volunteer for the past 16 
years, her other props-design credits include 
our: productions of Moon Over Buffalo and The 
Full Monty. Retired as a registered nurse with 
Summa Health System, M.J. enjoys working 
with the many young people who come to 
volunteer their time and talents with the 
Playhouse - and she cherishes the opportunity 
to chair the Erin Dillon Youth Award 
presentation at our annual Chanticleer Awards 
ceremony. In her spare time, M.J. enjoys 
traveling all corners of the globe as well as 
spending time in Florida,. where her two sons 
and two grandsons reside. 
TOM ABDOO (Properties Co-Designer) is a 
resident of Clinton whose previous props­
design credits with Weathervane include The 
Tale of the Allergist's Wife, The Dinner Party, 
The Odd Couple, The Glass Menagerie and A 
Man for All Seasons. He works on the 
management team of Parrish-McIntyre and is 
the proud father of three and doting 
grandfather to six. 
ROBYN E. COOPER (Assistant Stage Manager) 
last stage managed the Playhouse's 2007 
production of Someone Who'll Watch Over Me. 
She has designed sound for three Young Actors 
Series productions: Go, Dog. Go!, The Frog 

. Prince and Joseph (twice). Her other 
Weathervane credits include co-designing both 
props and costumes for String of Pearls, 
properties for I Do! I Do! and The Rainmaker 
and she has also worked on the lighting, 
sound and properties crews for such shows 
as The Full Monty, Smokey Joe's Cafe and Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat. Outside 
ofWeathervane, Robyn is a member of PNR 
Im prov Troupe and a partner in Innovative 
Title in Parma. She is the mother of two sons, 
Randy and Kristiansan. 

t 

~~_Pr_o_du_c_ti_o_n_Te_a_m _____________ ~ 
~ Alan Scott Ferrall -- Technical Director 

Kathy Kohl -- Assistant Technical Director 

SET CONSTRUCTION 
Ruth Rchardson 
Kevin Ford 
Tom Marshall 
Erin Katz Ford 
Roger Dieringer 
Len Cheslock 
Judy Willemsen 
David Ferrall 
Katie Ferrall 
Conor Ferrall 
Mackenzie Smith 

COSTUMES 
Susanne Abernathy 
John S. Catlos 
Randie 0. Sass 
Diantha Seibert 
Helen Vari 
Judy Adamson 
Susie Stech 
Connie Velotta 
Karen Burridge 
Melissa Owens 

LIGHTS 
Leslie Johnson 
Leah Magnus 
Jen Maxson Draher 
Kelly Gifford 
Jerry Mirman 

SOUND 
Justin Miller 
Megan Mendel 
Hillary Messenger 
Margaret Pebbles 
Charles Korecki 

PROPERTIES 
Karen Burridge 
John Hujar 
Jen Maxson Draher 
John Grafton 
Pamela Parks Costa 
J . .J. McAdams 
Sylvia Collier 
Faith King 
Jill Clark 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Faye Sholiton for dramaturgy 
Jim Horvath 
Boy Scouts of America 

Stagecoach Antiques 
Kent State University 

Department of Theatre and Dance 

Thanks to Our Hard-Working Volunteers 
The following are the dedicated volunteers who have assisted us recently. 

Peru Agrawal 
Susan Baker 
Patrice Bechtol 
Mary Blazewicz 
Karen Burridge 
Ken Carder 
John S. Catlos 
Gail & Leonard Cheslock 
Wendy Cooley 
Thelma Coss 
MJ Coulson 
Margaret Dietz 
Shirley Edwards 

Helen Fleming 
Trish Forkel 
Jill Forster 
Caroline & Steve Garritano 
Chuck Hass 
Marilyn Heagerty 
Linda Heath 
Dave Heltebran 
Dave Heinbaugh 
Evie Kidder 
Carol Krueger 
Bunny Lacey 
Leslie Lund 

JOHN HEDGES, Executive Director 

Nancy Mahoney 
Jo McGarvey 
Mitzi Mild 
Sheila Motter 
Lois Murray 
John O'Neill 
Pat Obenour 
Bess Raines 
Ruth Richardson 
Carol Seiberling 
Pearl Sentelik 
Nancy Schafer 
Lois Simmons 

Sue Smith 
Amy Snell 
Susan Speers 
Susie Stech 
Jacquie Sukie 
Barbie Trotter 
Vera Vander K ovi 
Helen Vari 
Connie Velotta 
Marta Williger 
Mary Wolfman­
Gen Woods 

Mr. Hedges has an extensive background in theatre as both an actor and a producer. Prior 
to coming to Weathervane, John spent ten years in the acting company at the Barter Theatre 
in Virginia, where he performed in over sixty shows. Other acting credits include performances 
at Town Hall in New York and the Pantages Theatre in Los Angeles. Regionally he has 
worked at the Indiana Repertory Theatre, the Kentucky Shakespeare Festival, Actors Theatre 
of Louisville and the American Stage Festival where he appeared opposite Academy Award­
winner Olympia Dukakis in The Cherry Orchard. John has been Managing Director of First 
Stage Milwaukee, Associate Producer of North Shore Music Theatre, Business Director of 
Gloucester Stage Company and General Manager of New York's award-winning Pearl Theatre 
Company. Mr. Hedges is a member of Actors' Equity Association, served on the Board of 
Directors of Boston's StageSource and chaired its Strategic Planning Committee, been a 
Conference Panelist for the American Alliance for Theatre & Education and written for 
American Theatre magazine. He studied at Indiana State University and the Professional 
Theatre Training Program at the University of Delaware, is a graduate of the National 
Shakespeare Conservatory and holds an honorary MFA in theatre from Stafford University. 
He lives in Akron with his wife, Melissa Owens, and their daughters Rachel and Mary, and 
is a current class member of Leadership Akron. 



We invite you to share Weathervane photos and< 
memorabilia for our 75th Anniversary celebration. 

Please bring items to the box office between 1.0a.m. 
and 4 p.m. on Mondays or between 10 a.m. and 5:30 
p.m. Tuesdays through Fridays. 

Be sure to tag your item with your name and address so it can make a 
safe return back to you. 

Log onto our website (www.weathervaneplayhouse.com) 
and follow the links to post your comments about ... 

* our shows 

* our service 

* our remodeled facility 

* general comments 

Or, send your message to John Hedges, Executive 
Director,s at jhedges@weathervaneplayhouse.com 

Talk with us. 
Together we'll make a plan. 

CHAMPION & COMPANY, LPA 
Timothy Champion David Champion Wayne Rice 

Attorneys & Counselors at Law 

Elder Law and Eldercare 
Property, Estate and Wealth Preservation Planning 

Fiduciary Services and Probate Law 



Supporting Artists 
locally aod 61obally 

Offering fair trade products 
handmade by artisans 
all around the world. 

Mon-Thurs: 11-8 
Fri-Sat: 11-9 

Sun: 1-5 

1\\t 
Market Path 

themarketpath.com • 

--~·--
!fi~II Fait a11 orks 

350 S Portage Path • www.firstgraceucc.org • 330-762-5839 

Gods 

" e.1i programs 

Hiram College 

Student, earn thdr badtelor'• degrees by taking cla,.c, 
e,ery other weekend. 330.569,5162. 

Master of Arts in interdisciplinary studies. 
Stnden"t• ea.rn. their ma1t-er'e: degree:5- in as few as two year& 
byattendingdaN .. ew,ryotb~rSotnrday. 330.569.611 l. 

www.hiram.edu/future 

Dinner before or after the show 
Minutes from the Playhouse 

Fresh Fish * Handcut steaks 
Pasta with homemade sauces 

1561 Akron-Peninsula Road 
330-923-7999 

Open 7 nights a week * Sunday 4:00 

"An Akron Tradition 
Sinct 1949" 

• Award Winning Food 
• Casual Dining 
• Old World Elegance 

Fe<1turing Our Famoru 
Homemade 

• Pizza 
• Lasagna 
• Antipasto 

10, N. MAIN ST. 



NPR. Classical. Other smart stuff. 89. 7 WKSU 
A Service of Kent State University 



,104♦9 
~ 1••· WCLV 
~ classical FM 

wav.com 

Just because it's not new 
doesn't mean it's not cool. 

See things 
in a ne light. 

-----
Turning heads with bright ideas. 

MINXD Es I G N 
330.762 .4126 • 1.888 .GET.MINX 
Dramatic Solutions for Pr int Communication 
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