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A Brief History of Weathervane Playhouse 
From the "barn" to Copley Road to the Valley ... 

Weathervane Community Playhouse its run in 1935. Four artistically talented 
Woman's City Club members -- Gr uriel Maclachlan, Laurine Schwan, 
Helen Troesch -- and a core of mpty carriage house belonging 
to Akron's Senator Charles • e spectrum of plays: classics, 
dramas, comedies, new o anyone who fit a part. 

The women chose the rent. Despite a 
drenching downpour, thervane" after the 
rooster on the barn's • ng for seats, a curtain 
and a coffee pot, W er of 1935 the group 
presented seven ful achlan with the other 
founders offered cl t has become today's 
Education Depart volunteer financial 
assistance. It, too, 

The "barn" w purchased a cement block 
building at 1471 seating capacity of 125. 
The all-volunteer o as custodian/ticket manager. 
Actual managemen ting Board, which reported 
to the Board of Trust the Board hired Bob Belfance 
as full-time Manager/ ition fro -69 and from 1974-92. During 
the Copley Road days, lays w ix days a week Because of their popularity, not 
everyone who wanted to see a s c accommodated. A new home was planned. 
During the 1960s the membersh li me together in June 1970 with the opening of 
Dark of the Moon here on Weatherv~ Longtime friend and founder Grace Hower 
Crawford died in 1971, remembering th house in her will. Her money enabled the 
Board to pare down the mortgage and set u ndowment Fund. The last mortgage payment 
was made in 1974 through a contribution o omen's Board. Three major additions 
followed; these included first-floor restrooms, oms, a costume shop, fly gallery and 
elevator. The former scene shop became the John L. ·etz Theater/Classroom in 2005 and 
the lobby project was just completed for the opening of the 7 5th season. 

Proud member of the 

~ 
AKRON AREA 
ART$ A~L!ANCE 

Building community through arts & culture 

Proud member of the 

~ 
Greater.Akron 

Chamber 

BAKERY 

2303 W. Market St., Akron 
Pilgrim Square 

330-836-4101 

Cakes • Cookies • Gourmet Desserts 
Pastries • Sandwiches • Soups • Breads 

For your next business meeting or event, let us help 
you impress and delight your guests with premium 
quality sandwich and dessert trays or customized 
gourmet boxed lunches and salads. 
Delicious taste and excellent presentation can be 
delivered right to your door. 

2011-2012 Tour Season 

Huck Finn's Story 
(October through June) 

How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas 

(November and December) 

The Mirrorman 
(January through June) 

330-836-1353 
www.theilluslonfactory.org 

Barbara Ballanee, Artistic Director 

"An Akron Tradition 
Sinct 1949" 

• Award Wlnni111 Food 
• Casual Dining 
• Old World Elegance 

Ftaturing Our FamoMS 
Homemade 

• Pizza 
• Lasagna 
• Antipasto 

105 N. MAIN ST. 
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Group Leaders: 
Call 

Lisa Mansfield 
330-836-2626 

JIIII, 
FROM 3 -9 P.M. ■ 

Comments .. . 
Suggestions .. . 
Reviews ... 

John Hedges lmansfield@ 
weathervaneplayhouse.com jhedg¢s@weathervaneplayhouse.com 

We listen intently to your dreams and 
celebrate your accomplishments. Experience, 
integrity, trust and compassion are the tools we use 
to help guide you toward Significant Tomorrows'." 

Call us today for a complimentary conversation 
and discover our unique approach to wealth management. 

Jess W. Hurst II Cf!"' 
Ct!rtified fimmclal f'!anner, Co-Founder 

Thomas M. PresperCFI"' 
Cel'tlfied Fimmda! Planner, Partner 

···t •• -Millennial Group. 
WEALTH ADVISORS 

Lili: ,n.,de meaningfol.. 

Kenneth WIiheim 
flrnmctaf Advisor; CO-founder 

Securities and Investment Advisory SeNices offered through Multi·Finandal Securities Corporation 
Member FINRA/SIPC Multi-Financial Securities Corporation Is not affiliated with Millennial Group Wealth Advisors. 
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MAKE AKRON SVMPHON'(_ 
PART OF YOUR 

CLASSICS 
Opening Night 
September 17, 2011 

Opera's Greatest 
Moments 
October 15, 2011 

Ben, Beethoven 
and Brahms 
November 12, 2011 

Wfoked Divas 
November 19, 2011 

Holiday Pops 
December 16, 2011 

Ti'tardc: 
The IVhn,ical 
Akron Civic Theatre 

April 14, 2012 

SPECIALS 
Gospel Meets 
Symphony 
February 25, 2012 

Akron Symphony 
Chorus Concert 
April 22, 2012 

Concerts for Kids: 
Peter and the Wolf 
May, 2012 



~ Weathervane Boards and Staff 

2011-2012 Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee: 
Jess W. Hurst ........................................... President 
Michael Gaffney ...................... .First Vice President 
Ian S. Haberman .................. Second Vice President 

Trustees: 
Alyce Altwies 
Mark Auburn 
Susan C. Baker 
Barbara Baskin 

Richard Ellison 
Sandra Emerick 
Barry Friedman 
Edward L. Gilbert 
Jay Hershey 

Bob Bonchack .......................................... Secretary 
Jim Horvath .............................................. Treasurer 
Malia Gelfo ................................ Member-At-Large 

Judy Ho.lqer 
Bunnylazat.dJ(V, Lacey 
Charles.~. ~~Ison 
Bess R,dnes • • • 
Pat Shiillaham¢r··· 

Rita Weinberg 
Mario Weiss 

.Ex,.9fficio: 
JAtRSteele. Prod. Bd. Liaison 

'~tMargaret Dietz, Historian 
: _--,_-._·,,, 

<2011-2012Women's sit~;d·fc 
Officers: 
Bunny Lazarowtacey ........ ,;/: .. :.? .. : ........ Presidknt 
Lucy J. Randle.~ ...•..•. , ......•.......... First Vic.e President 
Bess Raine~.;-.••··•'·•·••.•············~e~ondVicePresident 
Elynmarie Zirnm~rman ....... , .... Recorqing Secretary 

Comm.iJ.te~s: .. . 
Art GaUery Curator ............... : .. , .................. Marci Paolucci 
Gift Sho~,:· .. ·············•:'.:o"·:"····················:Mary.Wolfrnan 

Gift S?9pTreasurer.,·,::/···················.···;··•···•Helen yari 
Cast Suppe,rs ··········:··· .. :· .. ··············•:···.·•':··Nancy S.chafer 
Costume5:.x···· ...... ··,-:···.········· ............. , ... Ja.net Heilm~i~r 
Hospitality..:··········Mc1~.a Oppenh~i1118iN~ncyMahoney 
Special Eviqts ...... Elynearie ZiIT1!1Jern;ic1n &'rhelma Coss 
Ushers ....... : ................. : ....................... : ...... Barbie Trotter 

__ -:·;.r--<-._:--·--;::,c.· .. i.'"·. :':. ·_ /-' -; __ :-_.•._->:.>rt:· 

Vl/endy co?1i¥····!_;( .. •.:'.,.:·C~r~~1ponding Secretary 
Carol Krueger,., •. ·.··;··~··•··r>·········•············Treasurer 
B.J, {~.igler ..... :., •. T·'.·,'.;X: .... , .... Assistant Treasurer 
Jill Forster ................ ;.: .. .Jmmediate Past President 

•······ i ;,t·':,.;{;··•··• ... '. 
House ............................. ,.«'.··•·:··t•·······,,T'··i.-Sue Smith 
Membership ········:.····:ou·;c:•·"'.; ............... : ..•.. ;Hel.~n. Fleming 
Newsletter ••. ·.:·:,,:•··;··c:·;:•<'·:·: .......... ..,;:-·:.:,7yv;~~dy Cooley 
~ominatipg , ......... ···················:····;;·····•t;··•fafPI Krueger 
Production Assistance ···:···:;<·(··t':.:•:.·"7~~ren.8urridge 

,concessions., ... , ........... , .•. :· .... ,,:-,·:"··,: .............. : ..... Jill Forster 

> .• s>r.<·•· 
)2011-2012 Productiori>ia'Jatd 

Chair ................................. , ....... .:Alan Scott Ferrall 
Stage Managers .......................... C: ... ~obyn Cooper 
Properties Department ................... :ToddDieringer 

Women)~d1rd'.~ep:> .... :.: ...................... .Jill Forster 
Auditions,,.,, .. ,,, .•. : .................................... Sue Smith 
Ex·Officio: 

Lighting Department ........................ Erin K,a~ Ford 
Lighting Co-Chair ................................... Keviri Ford 
Sound Department .......................... David Ruggles 
Costume Department .............. , .. ,,,,,Jasen J. Srnj;th 

ExecutivePi{e(tcfr .................................................... .John Hedges 
Producer t!fYoung Actor Productions ................ Melanie Y.C. Pepe 
House Managers/Ushers .......................................... Barbie Trotter 
Trustee Liaison ............................................................. Jack Steele 

--

• w~atttJiviri~ st~ff • 
John Hedges .............................. Execytive D(rector 
Janis L. Harcar ................ Director of Advancement 

Sarah ~alley ........ Education Outreach Coordinator 
Nancy H.umes .......................... Education Assistant 

Keith D. Campbell ................ Dir. of Audience Dev. 
Melanie Y.C. Pepe ................ Director of Education 

Kathryn A, K,ohl ........... Assistant Technical Director 
Susa(1nfAb~rnathy .................... Firsthand/Stitcher 

Young Actor Series Producer 
Alan Scott Ferrall .... Scenic Designer/Tech. Director 
Barbara Trotter ............. Coordinator of Volunteers 
Lisa Mansfield ............... Patron Services Manager/ 

Group Sales Coordinator 
Jasen J. Smith .................. Costume Shop Manager 

Resident Costume Designer 

Frank.Castorena ....... Special Projects Coordinator/ 
Advertising Sales 

Caroline Klein ...................................... Bookkeeper 
S & B Services (Cleaning) .............. Shannon Brown 
MINX Design (Graphic Design) ......... Cecilia Sveda 
Crum, Buchanan and Associates ............... Auditors 

---,---

~ Our Generous Donors 
We gratefully acknowledge the support of the following individuals, corporations 

and foundations. This listing is updated as the season tJrogresses. (*denotes current renewal) ... 
Diamond Members ($7,500+) Gold Members ($500 - $999) Helen Vari 
City of Akron Department of Sophie & Steve Albrecht Connie & Robert Velotta 

Planning & Urban Dev. Robert M. Bonchack * Michelle Williams & Mario 
Akron Community Foundation Dorothy L. D'Andrea Weiss* 
H. Peter Burg Fund of ACF Deluxe Corporation Marta Williger & Ian Oppenheim 
Kenneth L. Calhoun Charitable Todd Dieringer 

Trust, KeyBank, Trustee Mary Beth and Richard Ellison* 
GAR Foundation Sandra * and Scott Emerick 
John S. Knight Foundation Charlotte and Jim Horvath * 
John A. McAlonan Fund of ACF Jess W. Hurst* 
Margaret Clark Morgan Fdn. Mrs. Annetta Karam 
Ohio Arts Council Leslie and Richard Lund 
Weathervane Women's Board Michelson Charitable Trust 

Platinum Members 
($1,000 - $7,499) 

Francia Albrecht 
Susan * and Patrick Baker 
Roger G. Berk & Ellen Tschappat 
Glenn R. & Alice V. Boggess 

Memorial Foundation 
Mary & Dr. George L. Demetros 

Charitable Trust 
Margaret J. Dietz 
FirstEnergy Corporation 
Helen Davison Fleming* 
Roe Green 
Unhee Kim 
Shelley and Tom Koutnik 
Maureen and James P. Kovach 
The Lehner Family Foundation 
C. Blake, Jr. & Beatrice K. 

McDowell Foundation 
W. Paul & Thora J. Mills Fdn. 
The R.C. and Katherine M. 

Musson Charitable Foundation 
OMNOVA Solutions Foundation 
The Gertrude F. Orr Trust Advised 

Fund of ACF 
Charles E. and Mabel M. Ritchie 

Memorial Foundation 
Michael D. Russell 
Sisler McFawn Foundation 
Lloyd L. and Louise K. Smith 

Memorial Foundation 
Welty Family Foundation 

Millennium Fund for Children 
Laura R. & Lucian Q. Moffit Fdn. 
Richard Shirey 
Mary and Mel Wolfman 

Silver Members ($250 - $499) 
Akrochem Corporation 
Alyce* & Charles Altwies 
Amer Insurance 
Beverly Brown 
Chic Carlson * 
Tegan & Sebastian Corradino 
Roger Dieringer 
Barry Friedman * and Dede Klein 
Corina & Michael Gaffney* 
Diana and John Gayer 
GOJO Industries 
Mary and Roy Hartz 
Maxine & Jim Harwood 
Janet and Jim Heilmeier 
Jay R. Hershey * 
L.J. & Rick Kimble 
Barbara and Dr. Edward Koosed 
Elizabeth & Charles Nelson * 
Patricia S. Obenour 
Barbara B. O'Connor 
John P. O'Neill 
Vicky & Gary Rambler 
Lucy* and Ted Randles 
Judy and Roger Read 
Dr. & Mrs. Douglas W. Sanders 
Steven P. Schmidt, PhD & 

Richard J. Krochka 
Cynthia Stillings 
Dr. Julia Grossman and 

James R. Vargo 

Patron Members ($150 - $249) 
Drs. Mark * & Sandy Auburn 
Eric van Baars 
Mary and Roland Bauer 
Mary Ann and Doug Bell 
Henry Bishop and Karen Wood 
Carol J. & Kenneth F. Button 
Crum, Buchanan & Associates 
Patricia S. Brown 
Gail & Len Cheslock 
Hope E. Everhart 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Farkas 
FirstMerit Bank 
Kay E. Franks 
Mr. & Mrs. David A. Gardner 
Malia Gelfo * 
Delphinia & Edward Gilbert* 
Janis and Raymond Harcar 
Marilyn Heagerty 
Judy Holder* 
Judy and Richard Kotick 
Carol W. Krueger 
Ingrid and Frank Kunstel 
The Maynard Family Foundation 
Margaret and John McBride 
Magen Real Estate Co. 
Sheila Motter 
The Moushey Family 
Jo Ann Oelschlager 
Barbara Pomeroy 
John M. Ream, Jr. 
Riverparke Building Company 
Pat* & John Shallahamer 
Sue and Richard Smith 
Jack T. Steele 
Thomas M. Stephan 
Ellen & Jack Vollman 
Rita J. Weinberg * 
Richard Worswick and 

John Grafton 



a Our Generous Donors - continued 

Patron Members (continued) 
Sustaining Members 
($1 00 - $149) 
Lynn & Charles Asente 
Mary Jane Baron 
Barbara Baskin * 
Leonida Bonyo 
Betty E. Comstock 
Robert W. Dague 
Rebecca DeBolt 
Wendy Duke 
William C. Fiala 
Laura & Franc Glavan 
Ian S. Haberman * 
Ellen F. & Karl S. Hay 
John Hedges 
Libby & Dr. Jack Jacobs 
Drs. Sumru & Charles Johnson 
Keith Klafehn 
Mary Beth Kluge 
Shirley & Edward LaBelle 
Margaret McDowell Lloyd 
Gregg Manes & Deanna Long 
Patti & Shana Margolis 
Martha S. Mazak 
Patricia & Arthur McRowe 
Bessie M. Raines* 
Gloria T. Reich 
Beverly Rogacs 
Kim & Chas Schreckenberger 
Barbara & Jim Shriner 
Sharon & Kenneth Siloac 
Lois A. Simmons 
Ethel Soudry 
Sterling Jewelers 
James Switzer & 

Gretchen Laatsch 
Paula & John Troche 
Sheila G. Garten 
Linda Werntz & Robert 

Cunningham 
Harold F. White 
Mary Whitmer & Stanley Brandt 
Betty J. & Ken Zeigler 

Contributors 
(Gifts of $25 - $99} 
Dr. Thomas & Pauline Adams 
Anonymous 
Eleanor & Richard Aron 
Robert 0. Baab 
Patricia P. Basile 
Jean Blair 
Loretta E. Bower 
Janet & Donne Clark 
Dr. John R. Cole 
Debbie & Steve Davis 
Ginny & Tom Deighton 
Mr. & Mrs. John DeYoung 
Patricia & Thomas Doak 
Phyllis & Bill Dreyer 
Patricia & Robert Filipovich 
Margaret E. Gabriel 
George J. Gauthier 
Lois & John Gerstenmaier 
Grace & Lloyd Goettler 
Gloria Gooden 
Nancy & Ken Granville 
Bart P. Hamilton 
David Hazelwood 
Linda Heath 
Judy & Frank Hostnick 

Patricia & Timothy Jolly 
Michelle & Richard Levin 
Kay Lucak 
Arlene McKinnon 
Judy & Donald Mervine 
Richard & Barbara Metzler 
Debra Moirano 
Sophia & Larry Morton 
Harvey Nerhood 
Jean Questel 
Thelma & Joseph Rapotec 
Diane Ross 
Dr. & Mrs. John B. Saks 
Sue & Joe Schaut 
Randall D. Snure 
Roger Sparhawk 
Mildred G. Stern 
Marjorie Tavzel 
Jennifer Thomas 
Sylvia & Marc Trundle 
Syd Tierney 
Carol Zeh 

Volunteer Members 
Jeffrey Bixby 
Jason Bryan Maurer 
Stephanie & William Kist 

Matching Gifts 
The Lubrizol Foundation 

* Denotes Trustees 

Thank you to our production undenvriters ... 
Ohio Arts Council 
.A STATE AGENCY 

THAT SUPPORTS PUBLIC 

PROGRAMS IN THE ARTS ' 
. 

AKRON The 
COMMUNITY Margar,Clark lyl:organ tJf, '7 

- FOUNDATION Foundation w K' u 

Kenneth L. Calhoun Charitable Trust Welty Family Foundation 

Thank you to all our donors! 
"Giving to others is a key element in well-being. It's abundantly clear from a number of studies 
that people who live generous lives also live happier lives." 

Dr. Stephen Post -- Why Good Things Happen to Good People 

----,-
1 

flt/TH 
IN Acr11111 

Akron -- Interfaith 
Caregivers is a volunteer 
program that helps the 
elderly, isolated and 
homebound members of 
our community remain 
independent. Volunteers 
provide services such as 
running errands, 
companionship and 
transportation to medical 
appointments. 

An Inspirational Evening 
of Faith Music 
l,y Sharon Alberson 

Saturday, March 24, 2012 
3:00 p.m. at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

50 N. Prospect St. Akron 

7:00 p.m. at First Congregational Church of Tallmadge 
85 Heritage Dr. Tallmadge 

Tickets: $10 adults, $5 children 12 & under 

The concert delivers the timeless message of faith through 
word and music. The interfaith, intergenerational cast and 
crew of professionals and amateurs represent mor than a 
dozen houses of worship in the Greater Akron area. The 
program is exciting, uplifting, faith-building and 
inspirational for all generations featuring music from toe­
tapping Dixieland to country western and Gospel blues 
and contemporary ballads. 

All proceeds to benefit Interfaith Caregivers ( a Faith in Action program). 



Weathervane's 

"Thank You Dollar" Program 
If you've enjoyed your experience at Weathervane, we ask that 

you please consider giving a "Thank You Dollar" as you exit the 
theater. (You'll see a contribu box near the lobby's exit doors.) 

As you probably know, e me accounts for only 65% of 
our total expenses. The h Weathervane patron 
gave just $1 extra af be able to meet our 
goal for Individual C w your appreciation 
of this performan ' after the show? 

And now, your 
dollar you give, t 
Foundation will m 

Bravo!!! 

• n further. For every 
Akron Community 
bling your contribution! 

I 
?. ,.., 

On behalf of all of us here at Weathervane, I thank you for 
your support. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
John Hedges 
Executive Director 



\\./Weathervane's business model can be 
·,· that: 

*Is driven by altruistic rather than commercial priori 
*Produces an entirely new set of artistic products each year 
that are extremely labor-intensive, with very little working 
capital, and no test marketing to indicate whether or not 
there'll be· any buyers for those products. 
*Has limited the access to those prnductstocertaindays and·· 
times throughout the year that the general public can actually 
"co11sume" them: ... • < •·· ··· •. ,.> i ; • • 

• *,'\nd,. even if those products becolT!e'wtt\iYtS,t!§f 
ar;stiU unable to pay for themselves1 .uo'nof 
f )Il~fi\ any indivi911alassoc::ia}eqwi 

• ;s.iig~~9:).1eritly .lii~c,ii;qe4.to PJP4Jl 
Jntensive;Jimitecl0access.·.artistiq 

;/;:::;::,i:.:.::::_:::~-::/L·-::_:-.::;,_,_-:'.-\·'·_:_;~;:::r_!;:;.!~<:'.;:}f:'.{/:.t;-::t:'.'·}(t>\:-/i,;i/'-. - _,, 
iiaf ~eaj~ryine;not an end in and of itself. As a 

nof;tli.eater at Weathervane is a means to an end 

t~ig~tii~,;~·t§J.iilar terms as the Red Cross defines its end goal as 
0
erable11 ¾~l'i:e,n they could say, "to gather bandages and administer 
s"), or the~alvation Army describes its goal as "making citizens 
posed to "distributing clothing to those without any"). •. • < 

jective for Weathervane - and for live theater as an art form in general:... is 
acatalyst for a more tolerant, empathetic, imaginative, and enlightened society. 

We l:>elieve that engendering creativity in people through participation in theater arts will 
not.only en~ance their quality of life, but will also help us pegin to solve some of the 

• • E:stl1atJace our society and,inde,ed, our world. Through seeing life from 
• ' ••· oint qf view and figuratively flwalking in their shoes" there can emerge 

erstanding and empathy for others .. In avery 5eal ,yay, !11is hol4s 
• ing with things like rising q:illlerates1tensions oetweenraces, 

flict. • 
_-':•.-,,,_/_;;':_·":'",~'-:,-:·>· '.'__:_f'..: ..... : 

•··· .~K·tR¢? · rtante 

utsel:y~ . < ±9J~:cli 
~l(J f~ar~;·•oµr 

s. ~,x JV 
upw x .Jfiit 

are a central· 

------,-----

Weathervane 
- PLAYHOUSE -

77th Season -- 2011 - 201'2 -- Producti'tJn #554 
March 1 - 18, 2012 

Drama by Brian Friel 

Directed by Katherine Burke 

Stage Manager 
HANNAH CONKLE 

Lighting Designer 
MARK STOFFER 

Sound Designer 
MATTHEW BOEHLKE 

Properties Co-Designers 
MARY PAT DOORLEY 
SCOTT E. ROBISHAW 

Costume Designer 
JASEN J. SMITH 

Scenic Designer 
ALAN SCOTT FERRALL 

Dancing at Lughnasa is produced by special arrangement with 
Dramatists Play Service, 440 Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10016. 

Weathervane Community Playhouse, 1301 Weathervane Lane, Akron, OH 44313-5186 
Ticket Office: 330-836-2626 • Fax: 330-873-2150 • weathervaneplayhouse.corn 



a About the Play 

In Celtic folklore, Lughnasa (pronounced with the "gh" silent: 1OO-nuh-suh) is an annual 
festival marking the end of the summer growing season and the beginning ot the fall harvest. 
In this drama, set in rural Ireland in 19 3 6, the festival is in full swing when we meet the five 
unmarried Mundy sisters -- Kate, Maggie, Agnes, Rose and Chris -- who live a life of limited 
financial means in their small village. 

The play's action unfolds through the narration of Michael, the illegitimate son of Chris. In 
the play, Michael speaks as an adult narrator, mining his childhood memories to relate the 
events of this fateful summer of 1936 (when he was only seven years old). His narration serves 
as a framing device to magnify one of the play's central themes: the experience of change 
against the forces of tradition. 

As he looks back on those days, Michael paints the summer of 1936 as a pivotal time for the 
Mundy family. He describes this time in his youth as presenting "a sense of ... things changing 
too quickly before my eyes." Europe is on the brink of war, and incredible changes are coming 
to disrupt the Mundy family's rural life. For example, the opening of a knitwear factory threatens 
the small income that Agnes and Rose derive from making gloves inside the home. 

Recently returned home is the sisters' brother, Jack, a priest, back after a 25-year stint as a 
Catholic missionary in a leper colony in Uganda. Jack is recuperating from malaria, and his 
condition causes him to be forgetful. What's more, he has begun to question his Catholic faith 
-- which promises to cause friction with his sister Kate, an upright schoolteacher who, as the 
only real wage earner in the family, stands as the leader of the household. 

Another disruption for the Mundy family comes in the unexpected arrival of Gerry, the father 
of Michael. A charming yet undependable man, Gerry creates tension in the Mundy household 
by offering once again to marry Chris. 

In spite of the financial hardships and complicated family ties, the Mundy women experience 
occasional bursts of merriment by way of their radio. Against the backdrop of the ongoing 
Lughnasa festivities, the radio brings 1930s dance music and traditional Irish melodies into 
the home, inspiring the sisters to burst into spontaneous dancing. Though altogether fleetin9' 
the radio's periodic outbursts -- and the dancing that it inspires -- help to soothe the womens 
harsh existence. Dancing and laughing through their tears, the five Mundy sisters embrace a 
life filled with equal amounts of happiness and heartbreak. 

Dancing at Lughnasa was first performed at the Abbey Theatre in Dublin, Ireland, on April 24, 
1990. The production transferred to the National Theatre in London, England, in October 
1990, and thereafter won the 1991 Olivier Award for Best Play. In America, the play opened 
on Broadway at the Plymouth Theatre on Oct. 24, 1991, where it played for 421 performances 
before dosing on Oct. 25, 1992. The New York production was nominated for eight Tony , 
Awards and won three of them (including Best Play). The original Broadway production also I 
won two 1992 Drama Desk Awards. Most recently, New York City's Irish Repertory Theatre I 
revived Dancing at Lughnasa for an off-Broadway production, which dosed in January after a r 
limited run. Dancing at Lughnasa has also been adapted into a film. Starring Meryl Streep in • 
the role of Kate Mundy, the 1998 movie version was named one of the Top 10 Films of 1998 
by the National Board of Review. 

a "Dancing at Lughnasa" Cast 

Kate .................................................................. ~ ....................... J)ede Klein 
Maggie ........................................................................... Brenda Redmond 
Agnus ............................................................................... Kayla McDonald 
Rose ................................................................................... . Hannah Storch 
Chris ............................................................................... . Kelsey Hamilton 
Jack ......................................................................................... Sid Freeman 
Gerry ..................................................................................... .. Zach Griffin 
Michael ........................................................................................ Joe Dunn 

Act I 
The time: A warm day in August 1936 

The setting: The home of the Mundy family, two miles outside the village 
of Ballybeg, County Donegal, Ireland. 

Act II 
Three weeks later 

The play will be performed with one 15-minute intermission. 



a About Our Director ~ Katherine Burke 

KATHERINE BURKE (Director) returns to Weathervane after 
having served as Dialect Coach for last season's Breaking the 
Code and previously for The Sum of Us. She teaches in the theater 
department at Kent State University. Prior to coming to Kent, 
she taught at Purdue University for more than a decade. She 
has appeared at Porthouse Theatre, Indiana Repertory _Theatre, 
Chicago's Candelight Forum Theatre and North Carolma' s 
Waterside Theatre. Directing credits include Six Characters in 
Search of an Author, Blue Window, The Music Man, Urinetown 
and Under Milk Wood. 

About the Playwright 
BRIAN FRIEL was born Jan. 9, 1929, in Omagh, a community in the county of Tyrone in 
Northern Ireland. Raised as a Catholic, Friel attended St. Columb's College in the town o~ 
Derry, the town to which his family had moved when his father assumed a new school-tea~mg 
position. One of Friel' s classmates as a boy was Seamus Heany, who would go on to receive 
the 1995 Nobel Prize in Literature. Friel continued his higher education at St. Patrick's College, 
a Catholic seminary, located in the village of Maynooth ( not far from J:?ublin). 8:e received 
his bachelor of arts degree in 1948, but he changed course by not entenng the pnesthood. 
Instead, he moved to Belfast to enroll in a post-graduate course in teaching. 

By 1950, with his teaching 9-ualifications earned fro_m St. Joseph's !raining College, he began 
teaching math to young children. In 1954, he ~arned ~ne Moms~m. Toge_ther,. they "."ould 
raise one son and four daughters. In between his teachmg and helpmg to raise his family, he 
began to write. In 1958, the BBC aired his first radio play, A Sort of Freedo_m. The next year, . 
The New Yorker published one of his short stories and the Group Theatre m Belfast stage~ !:ns 
first play. In 1960, Friel stopped teaching to write full time, b~t he struggled to_ ma~e a li~ng 
as a writer. He supplemented his work with the Group Theatre m Ulster by contnbuting arucles 
to the Dublin-based newspaper The Irish Press. 

A trip to America in 1963 renewe~ his creative sp<;1-rk He ca!lle t<_> M~nneapolis, wh~re he 
observed the innovative theater artist Tyrone Guthne. Followmg his sti~t at the Guf?ne Theatre, 
Friel wrote Philadelphia, Here I Come!, the story of a young ma? movmg to An1;enca and 
struggling to sever his emotional ties to Ireland. After producti~ns of ~e play m _Ireland: 
London and New Yark City, its critical and financial success established Fnel on the mternatlonal 
theater scene. 

On the Broadway stage, productions of Friel' s plays have included The Loves of Cass McGuire 
(1966), Lovers (1967), Faith Healer (1979 and 2006), Dancing a_t ~ughnasa (1991 ), Wonderful 
Tennessee (1993) and Translations (1995 and 2007). Many ofFnel s _Plays have als~ been 
produced in off-Broadway theaters: Crystal and Fox (1973), Translattons (1~81), Anstocrats 
{1989 and 2009), Making History {1991), Molly Sweeney (1995 and 2011), Give Me Your Answer, 
Do! (1999), Philadelphia, Here I Come! (2005) and Dancing at Lughnasa (2011). 

In addition to his 1992 Tony Award for Best Play for Dancing at_Lughnasa, Friel's other honors 
include the 1988 Evening Standard Award for Best Play (for Anstocrats), the 1989 New r~rk 
Drama Critics Circle Award for Best Foreign Play (for Aristocrats), the 1991 Laurence Olivier 
Award for Best Play (for Dancing at Lughnasa), 1996 New York Drama Critics Circ:Ie award for 
best foreign play ( for Molly Sweeney) and the 2010 D<?~egal Person o_f the Ye~. He is a member 
of the American Academy of Arts and Letters, the Bntish Royal Sooety of Literature, and the 
Irish Academy of Letters. 

a Cast Biographies 

DEDE KLEIN (Kate) was last seen 
in the Dietz Theatre as Stevie in 
Edward Albee's The Goat or, Who 
is Sylvia? for which she was 
honored with a Chanticleer 
Award. She has also performed 

at Coach House, Ohio Shakespeare Festival, 
Beck Center, Chagrin .Theatre and Aurora 
Community Theatre. Some of her most 
memorable roles include Sister Aloysius in 
Doubt, Eleanor in The Lion in Winter, Judith 
Bliss in Hay Fever, Hannah in Angels in America 
(Parts 1&2) and ~an~a in The Gla~s 
Menagerie. Dede is a retired ~nternati_onal 
Flight Attendant now spendmg her time on 
the ground with Bear, Percy and CeCe. 

BRENDA REDMOND (Maggie) 
is pleased to be back on the 
Weathervane stage. Her last 
appearance here was in Neil 
Simon's The Dinner Party. Brenda 
has worked at various theaters 

around the Cleveland area. Her favorite roles 
include Suzy in Wait Until Dark at Aurora 
Community Theatre, Tansy in The Nerd at 
Coach House Theater, and Ruella in 
Communicating Doors at Aurora Community 
Theatre. Brenda thanks her friends and 
coworkers, including "the pod," Linda, and 
Kimberly, for their continued support. Brenda 
also thanks Katherine and her amazing 
castmates for making this such a great 
experience. You guys rock! ! 

KAYIAMCDONALD (Agnes) is 
currently a Theatre major at Kent 
State University and is excited to 
be making her Weathervane 
debut. She is no stranger to the 
stage, and her most recent credits 

include The Crucible as Mercy Lewis, Celia in 
As You Like It, and Annie in Chicago. She has 
previously performed with Kent State 
University, Ensemble Theatre, Great Lakes 
Medieval Festival, The Beck Center for the 
Arts and at many other venues. She has also 
made her film debut in the movie The Long, 
Slow Death of a Twenty-Something. Kayla is 
also a proud equestrian and has ridden horses 
for 13 years. She thanks this wonderful cast 
for all their work, her family (both real and 
faux), Rocky and Katherine for this 
opportunity. TPOG. 

HANNAH STORCH (Rose) is a 
Theatre major/ English minor at 
Kent State University and is 
excited to be performing at 
Weathervane again. You may 
remember her from Three Tall 

Women in the Dietz earlier this season. Past 

credits include The Nurse in Jet of Blood and 
Mother in Six Characters HI! Search of an Author 
both at Kent State University, lras in Antony 
and Cleopatra at Cleveland Shakespeare Festival 
and Bombalurina in Cats at Near West 
Theatre. She has worked with the Ravenna 
Police Station in Crisis Training Scenarios 
and is a member of Alpha Psi Omega Beta 
Psi Cast. Hannah thanks her family for their 
love and support, Ebby, for always making 
her smile and her onstage sisters, who have 
been an absolute joy to work with. TPOG 

KELSEY HAMILTON (Chris) is 
currently a sophomore at Kent 
State University. Favorite past 
roles include Mrs. Potts in Beauty 
and the Beast and Sheila in A 
Chorus Line. She thanks her 

family for their incredible support. 
SID FREEMAN (Jack) Prominent 
Uniontown attorney and retired 
swim coach, he is thrilled to be 
on the Weathervane stage 
performing his usual tricks. He 
was last seen as John Campbell 

in the Western Reserve Playhouse production 
of Be Mf Baby. Sid's favorite character W<;1-S 
"Mingo ' in the Porta Potty Players production 
of Daughter of Dr. Fu. His interests include 
winemaking and wine-drinking. Sid thanks 
his wife, Ruth, and W.P. His performance is 
in memory of Fr. Tim and Fr. Crispin, O.F.M., 
and Virginia Hanlon. 

ZACH GRIFFIN (Gerry) is 
delighted to be a part of Lughnasa 
as his first Weathervane 
production. He is a sophomore 
Communication major and 
Theater minor at Kent State 

University, with this being his first show 
outside of a school setting. During his time 
at Brunswick High School, he started Theater 
his Junior year and participated in such works 
as Macbeth as Macduff, Noises Off as Frederick 
Fellows/Phillip Brent, and Scapino! as Scapino. 
While at KSU, his credits include Cloud 9 as 
Betty/Gerry, and Mr. Marmalade as Mr. 
Marmalade. He thanks the cast and crew for 
being a general merriment to work with as 
well as Katherine for granting him this 
opportllllity, his mom and dad for the support 
and freedom to do what he loves and Kelly 
for being so shrewd & fetching. 

... more 



a Production Team 

Alan Scott Ferrall -- Technical Director 
Kathy Kohl --Assistant Technical Director 

SET CONSTRUCTION PROPERTIES SOUND 
Ruth Richardson 
Roger Dieringer 
Joe Hunter 

Elisabeth Tomei Anthony Kenney 
LIGHTS 
Kevin Ford 

COSTUMES 
Susanne Abernathy 
Diantha Seibert 
Kelly Cochran Davis 

Brianna Machuga Lois Bennett Sue Stout Davis 
Perry Chronister 
Linda Hostetler 
Kathleen Pelletier 

Todd Dieringer 
Kevin Ford 

Jordan Priddy Robyn Cooper 

Erin Katz Ford 

Thanks to Our Hard-Working Volunteers 
The following are the dedicated volunteers who have assisted us recently. 

Phyllis Berne! 
June Bretzin 
Courtney Burton 
Frank Castorena 

Jill Forster 

Gail & Leonard Cheslock 
Wendy Cooley 

Robyn Freedman 
Linda Heath 
Marilyn Heagerty 
Margie Hudson 
Carol Krueger 
Pam Lightner 
Nancy Mahoney 
Erin Mccreight 
Lois Murray 

Debbie Shama-Davis 
Steve Davis 
Shirley Edwards 
Helen Fleming 

Memorial donations were made in memory of 
Clarence "Chic" Carlson by 

Pat & Janice Kelly 
Lisa M. Nevins 

Helen D. Fleming 
Mary Fazio 

West Akron Kiwanis 
Chris & Rick Manheim 

Dolf M. Boll 

JOHN HEDGES, Executive Director 

Barbara O'Connor 
John O'Neill 
Marci Paolucci 
Ruth Richardson 
Nancy Schafer 
Carol Seiberling 
Pearl Sentelik 
Debra Sharp 
Karen Smith 
Sue Smith 

Jacqui Sukie 
Barbie Trotter 
Helen Vari 
Marta Williger 
Mary Wolfman 
Special Thanks to the 
parents of the Taming of the 
Shrew cast. 

A Memorial donation was made in memory of 
Mary Ann Winders by 

Margaret J. Dietz 

A Memorial donation was made in memory of 
Frank Horn by 
Helen D. Fleming 

Mr. Hedges has an extensive background in theatre as both an actor and a producer. Prior 
to coming to Weathervane, John spent ten years in the acting company at the Barter Theatre 
in Virginia, where he performed in over 60 shows. Other acting credits include performances 
at Town Hall in New York and the Pantages Theatre in Los Angeles. Regionally he has worked 
at the Indiana Repertory Theatre, the Kentucky Shakespeare Festival, Actors Theatre of Louisville 
and the American Stage Festival, where he appeared opposite Academy Award-winner Olympia 
Dukakis in The Cherry Orchard. John has been Managing Director of First Stage Milwaukee, 
Associate Producer of North Shore Music Theatre, Business Director of Gloucester Stage 
Company and General Manager of New York's award-winning Pearl Theatre Company. Mr. 
Hedges is a member of Actors' Equity Association, served on the Board of Directors of Boston's 
StageSource and chaired its Strategic Planning Committee, been a Conference Panelist for 
the American Alliance for Theatre & Education and written for American Theatre magazine. 
He studied at Indiana State University and the Professional Theatre Training Program at the 
University of Delaware, is a graduate of the National Shakespeare Conservatory and holds 
an honorary MFA degree in theatre from Stafford University. A 2009 graduate of Leadership 
Akron (Class XXV), John lives in Medina. 



Connecting you 
r--- Culturally 
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Your enrichment begins here. 

I I 
I I ____ ., www.akronlibrary.org 

• I) 

Open Late After The Show! 

• BURGERS & MORE 
1841 merrlman rd. 

330.869.0035 

&RCft<O 
PIZZA, PASTA & MORE 

1 w. e11change st, 
330.475.1600 

briccodowntown.com 

BREAK.FAST. WNCH & DINNER 
31 SO w, market st. 

330.835.2203 

,------
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betterw~y·tlJa.ify·~W;;JJ~ti~\'.;;~~ 
tra,9Itioqpf support ti1 << , 1 • • • • • • •• 

: \11/~~th.erv~llethah by.aplanri~9 ... 
. gift. By taking advantage oftheo.<1 

.. /tax laws which encourage•.·· • 
••• • charitc:1~legiving, the U.S.;.• +. .· . i 

GovernrnentWill shareinthetost >· 
of YQOfgin tC> Wec:1thei'\l~ne.'r'<1Ur/ 
gift~a.n~fulfill a spedfi~ p~rpose . 
or project while providing your 

. .estatewith.ta;c savings. •··•· • 

••• ,~Ji·.trii~ ensure. that.·we:~.~erJli~ .•.•. ' 
•. will~e1ntinue'a_nd if you woulcH*~c'; 

'. : to hayey<>yrharneadded to our 
i t(L~ga,c:y &O~iefy, please contact John. 
>. ;J:J~9!i~tai330-836-26Z~J?r ,}t·•l 

••• • "]h'egg~s(@weathervaneplayhquse:com. • 
, -,•'"i_1,c:: 



tuesday 
musical 

September 20, 2011 

Wynton Marsalis with 
Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Orchestra 

October 18, 201 1 

Yuja Wang piano 

November 16, 201 1 

Joshua Roman cello 

January 31, 2012 

The Cleveland Orchestra 
Franz Weiser-Most 
Music Director 

Vogler QuarteV 
Utelemper 
with Stefan Malzew 

April 10, 2012 

The Knights 
A Chamber Orchestra 

All concerts begin at 7:30 pm and 
are presented at EJ Thomas Hall, 
The University of Akron 

COACH HOUSE 
TIIEATRE 

2011-2012 Season 

Shipwrecked! 
An Ent:ertainment 

the amazing adventures of Louis 
de Rougemont (as told by 

himself) 

by Donald Margulies 
Sept 29 - Oct. 16 

The Philadelphia Story 
by Phillip Barry 

Nov. 25 - Dec. 18 

And Then 
There Were None 

by Agatha Christie 
Jan. 26 - Feb. 19 

A Moon for the Misbegotten 
by Eugene O'Neill 
March 22-April 8 

Move Over, 
Mrs. Markham 
by Ray Cooney 

&John Chapman 
May 10-June 3 

www.coachhonsetheatre.com 
(330) 484-77 41 

Er\joy fine dining before the show at the 
Akron Woman's City Club 

(330) 762-6261 

i 
I 
I 

Classical. Available anytime with WKSU HD. 

Hear your favorite classical music and much more on crisp, clear 
WKSU HD anytime you want. You get the best in classical and 
folk music, along with an all~news channel. Plus, HD radio offers 
added information, including composer and song title -you can 
even tag songs to be downloaded later. And unlike satellite radio, 
there's no monthly fee. 

NPR. Classical. 
Other smart stuff. 

Visit wksu.org/HD for more details. 89.7WKSU 
A&,....,.qflllmtBliW~ 



The Longer I Live 
the More Beautiful 
' Life Becomes. 

- Frank Lloyd Wright 

Rockynol...You'll Be Happy to Call Us Home! 

·GRNOL 

Akron' 3 Premier Retiremeat Comlllllllicy 

330-867-'2150 

1il '--== e 



EXECUTIVE COACHING • STRATEGIC PLANNING • STRONG, COMMITTED TEAMS 

ZUCKERMAN 
CONSULTING GROUP, INC 
Focused Leaders • Energized Organizations 

www.ZuckermanConsultingGroup.com 
330.867.3000 • lauriez@zuckermanconsultinggroup.com 

heal 

That's more than healthcar· 
That's smartcare: 

Summa gladly supports 
the Weathervane Playhouse and its 
commitment to community theatre 

of the highest caliber. 

S ♦ UMMA 
Health System 

summaheanh.org 
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