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“I urge you to support Weathervane Playhouse’s Capital Campaign. Live\
theater is where I started and continue to work and is an essential element \

to a thriving and enlightened community.” Olympia Dukakis
Academy Award-winning Actress

Mainstage:

The Rainmaker
September 4 - 21, 2008

Children of Eden
October 9 - 26, 2008

Bloody Murder
January 15 - February 1, 2009

A Doll's House
March 19 - April 5, 2009

Perfect Wedding

. April 30 - May 17, 2009

Man of La Mancha
}\me 4-28,2009

'iy
John L. Dietz Theater

L@ye! Valour! Compassion!
October 30 - November 15, 2008

Infimate Apparel
FeBruary 26 - March 14, 2009
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Young Actor Series
¥Go, Dog. Go! and

Disney’s The AristoCats Kids!

July 25 - August 10, 2008

Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat
November 25 - December 21, 2008

\ A Midsummer Night's Dream

\February 10 - 22, 2009

CTNTIMATE |
/)/ﬂ wel

John Hedges, Executive Director

2008-2009 Season

1301 Weathervane Lane e Akron, OH 44313-5186
www.weathervaneplayhouse.com




EXPERIENCE MORE
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At Aﬁdiqﬁéﬁhnica, we \a\ré grateful for, and very proud to support,
’thgig@é} arts near our cdmh:\af\y's 1.8, headquarters in Stow, Ohio.
We'look forward to many ",{vears of inspiring listening. Wherever
your passion for music takéé you, experience more.
audio-technica.com

(»audio-technica.

always listening

Cleqr €lelle

AUDIO & LIGHTING

One chance. Get it right. Make an impact.

Specialized Services, Equipment Rental & Sales for theatre,
corporate functions, schools, churches, community
gatherings, and concerts.

We are proud to support The Greater Akron Community
and beyond with a polished, professional level of service for
live events and the people who support them.

Wireless microphone systems

Specialized microphones

Theatrical and LED lighting fixtures

Intelligent lighting consoles

P.A. systems, digital mixing consoles, and monitors
Video projectors, screens, and dress kits

e Special effects, cables & accessories

e & o & o o

Live event audio recording: packages from 2 to 24 tracks
Video display, recording, editing, and post-production
On-site delivery, setup, and pickup for rental equipment
Technical support on all levels, even after hours

1653 Merriman Rd. Suite L5/ Akron, Ohio 44313
Office: 330-835-9910 Fax: 330-835-9914
sales@ClearGoldAudio.com www.ClearGoldAudio.com




Visit ArtsinOhio.com to search quickly |

for thousands of performances,
events, festivals and exhibitions that |

are sure to move you.

ArtsinOhio.com is a collaboration of Experience
Columbus, the Convention & Visitors Bureau of Greater |

Cleveland, CincinnatiUSA.com and
the Ohio Arts Council.

ArtsinOhio.com |

The only site you need for arts
and cultural events in Ohio |

727 East Main Street - Columbus, OH 43205-1796
614/466-2613 - www.oac state.ch.us

- lotstoDo

Downtown... (
= (ne Great Place p‘(
{0 Fat! akron | cleveland

Twestexchangest. akron, ohio 44308 phone 3304751600 wwwhriccodowniown.com
mon-thi:lam - midnight  fri:am - lam  sat4pm - lam  closed most sundays

A
akron areaartsalliance

BUILDING COMMUNITY THROUGH ARES & CULTURE

www.akrenamaarts.org
evant calendars for 48 arls o rganizations
duoational & volurtear spportunit

www.summitartspace.org
7 gallery exhibitions annually featuring local arists
free educaional arttworkshops
directory of local arists
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AX-IPH-HAE0 W sheonaresarkaPabogiebat.net

500+ artists.

shop on-line:
DonDrumm.com

A\CA ' A E

Toddler — Grade Eight ¢ Located in the Cuyahoga Valley National Park

www.oldtrail.org . » 330.666.1118




Free rent.

On the world’s best music.

Always at your public library.

Your Akron Summit County Public Libraries have been offering free
rent on the best music, movies, books, education and more since
1874. That makes checking us out worth checking into. Visit
www.akronlibrary.org or stop in today.

Akron-Summit County
Public Library
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@,_K Weathervane Staff

John Hedges
Executive Director

e

Janis L. Harcar Nancy Humes
Director of Advancement Education Assistant
Keith D. Campbell ‘Kathryn A. Kohl
Director of Audience Development Assistant Technical Director
Melanie Y.C. Pepe
Director of Education lan S. Haberman
Young Actor Series Producer Artistic Advisor
Alan Scott Ferrall CarB°"k'l‘(e Klein
Scenic Designer / Technical Director ooKKeeper
S & B Services -- Shannon Brown
Ba!‘bara Trotter Cleaning Services
Coordinator of Volunteers . -
. . MINX Design, Cecilia Sveda
Lisa Mansﬂeld Graphic Designs
Patron Services Manager Brockman, Coats, Gedelian & Co.
Benjamin Rexroad Auditors

Public Relations and Outreach Assistant

Jasen Smith
Costume Shop Manager / Costume Designer

ns
s virtuoso siblings
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land Orchestra
edt, conductor -
18, 2008

08 |09
season

tuesdaymusical.org




(@E Weathervane Boards

2008-2009 Board of Trustees

Officers:

Christopher C. ESKer .....ocvvvvvevenriricicnnnns President  Jim Horvath. ..., Treasurer
Chas Schreckenberger............... First Vice President  Jack Steele....cocvcnnncirnienneenns Assistant Treasurer
Aaron Berke ... Second Vice President Helen Fleming......c.ouuuuu. Women s Board President
Lucy J. Randles.......cocvevvcinirnicinnsniscinsnnns Secretary

Trustees: .

Christopher Agnew Geoff Coyle Ill Malia Gelfo ~ Margo Parker

Barbara Baskin Sandra Emerick Jay Hershey == Bess Raines

Desiree Bolden Mary Adams Fazio Lucille Humphrey' - TomTrotter

Chic Carlson Barry Friedman Unhee Kim . Margaret Dietz Ex-Officio

Timothy H. Champion . Michael Gaffney Gregg Manes

zoos 2009 Women s Board‘

Offlcers P ‘

Helen Fleming........ A President Janet Hellmeler - Recordmg Secretary
Jill Forster ...... . FII’St Vice Pr’eﬂdéhtffi - Susan Baker .. ... Treasurer
Bunny Lacey... . Susie Stechii ’ smsta\ Treasurer
Nancy Schafer.... :

Margaret J. Dietz ...

Committees: .
Art Galle : Marci ccl ice Bechtol
Boutique T ..Pat Obenour

Assistants: ..\...L0|s Mu ....Sue Smith

Boutique Treasurer ..... arbara B. .........N.Bunng Ihacfey
Cast Suppers......... \ JEUEE ancy Schater

Assistarl)wrt). ................................. - iberli " coneennn:Margaret J. Dietz
Cost ‘ Office.ciii i Leslie Lund

%is?s?;ii ........................................ Specia VP Sucie Stech
Hospitality

Assistant

...Bess Raines

200
Chail oo Alan Scott Ferrall [2] - J PN Judy Willemsen
Auditions .........veeens Sue Smith rd Rep........ Helen Fleming/Jill Forster
Lighting Department .... Erin Katz Ford B
Sound Department............ccceruviveees Dan Jankura EX-Offt'_CIOZD. ) John Hedges
. i Xecutive Director
Propert!es DePanment """"""""" Jerry M'r.m?"' Ir Producer of Young Actor Productions................. Melanie Y.C. Pepe
Properties Co-Chair ......... ...Todd Dieringer House Manager Barbie Trotter
Costume Department .......c.ovueesmrsenens Jasen Smith Trustee Liason Jack Steele

((gf A Brief History of Weathervane Playhouse

From the barn to Copley Road to the Valley... s .
Weathervane Community Playhouse began its run as a live theater in 1935. Four
artistically talented Woman s City Club members -- Grace Hower Crawford,
Muriel MacLachlan, Laurine Schwan, Helen Troesch -- and a core of charter
members rented the empty carriage house belonging to Akron s Senator Charles
Dick. Their goal was to present a wide spectrum of plays: classics, dramas,
comedies, new works — even opera — with casting open to anyone who fit a part.

Their first problem was money to pay the rent and to cover production costs.
Money was in short supply in 1935 so the women chose a carnival as their
fundraiser. Despite a drenching downpour, they raised $60 which encouraged
them to continue. They named their space Weathervane after the rooster on the
barn s cupola. After cleaning their new home, scrounging for seats, a curtain
and a coffee pot, Weathervane opened its first season. During that summer of
1935 the group presented seven fully costumed and staged plays. In 1936, Muriel
MacLachlan with the other founders offered classes to children and adults,
beginning a tradition that has become today s Education Department. In 1938
a Women s Board was formed to offer volunteer ﬁnanc1al assistance. It, too,
continues to thlS day \

The barn was home until it was sold. In 1951 the Playhouse purchased a
cement block building at 1471 Copley Road and renovated it for a theater with
seating capacity of 125. The all-volunteer organization hired its first employee,
Nora Scott, as custodian/ticket manager. Actual management of the Playhouse
was handled by the Operating Board, which reported to the Board of Trustees.
Because there were fewer and fewer people willing to commit to directing a play,
the Board hired Bob Belfance as full-time Manager/Director. Belfance held the
position from 1961-69 and again from 1974-92, During the Copley Road days,
plays were presented six days a week. Because of their popularity, not everyone
who wanted to see a show could be accommodated. A new-home was planned.
During the 1960s the membership planned plotted and raised funds. It all
came together in June 1970 with the opening of Dark of the Moon. There was
ample space and a mortgage. Longtime friend and founder Grace Hower Crawford
died in 1971, remembering the Playhouse in her will. Her money enabled the
Board to pare down the mortgage and set up an Endowment Fund. The last
mortgage payment was made in 1974 through a contribution of the Women s
Board. Two major additions to the facility followed; these included first- floor
restrooms, classrooms, a costume shop, fly gallery and elevator, The former
scene shop in 2005 became the John L. Dietz Studio/Theater/Classroom, where
experimental productlons are es

Weathervane Playhouse now looks forward to a third expansion and a 75th
anniversary. -

Want to get involved?
Call Barbara Trotter, Coordinator of Volunteers
330-836-2626 ext. 29
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Our Generous Donors
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We gratefully acknowledge the support of the following individuals,

Super Founders ($10,000+)

City of Akron Department of
Planning & Urban Dev.

Akron Community Foundation —
Shaw Fund

GAR Foundation

John A. McAlonan Fund of ACF
Amabhl sponsorship

Ohio Arts Council

Weathervane Women s Board

Founder s Circle (§5,000+)

Mary & Dr. George L. DeMetros
Charitable Trust

Margaret J. Dietz

John A. McAlonan Fund of Akron
Community Foundation

W. Paul & Thora J. Mills Fdn.

The Gertrude F. Orr Trust Advised
Fund of Akron Community
Foundation

Sisler McFawn Foundation

Lloyd L. and Louise K. Smith
Memorial Foundation

Margaret Clark Morgan Fdn.

Summa Health System Foundation

Platinum Members ($1,000+)

Francia Albrecht

Susan and Patrick Baker

Roger G. Berk Trust

Glenn R. and Alice V. Boggess
Memorial Foundation

Buckingham, Doolittle &
Burroughs

FirstMerit Foundation

Helen Davison Fleming %

Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co.

Charlotte and Jim Horvath x

The Lehner Family Foundation

Laura R. & Lucian Q. Moffit Fdn.

The R.C. and Katherine M. Musson
Charitable Foundation

OMNOVA Solutions Foundation

National City Bank

M.G. O Neil Foundation

Charles E. and Mabel M. Ritchie
Memorial Foundation

Gold Members ($500 - $999)
The Anonymous Trucker

corporations and foundations.

Mary Ann and Doug Bell
underwrites set for La Mancha

Sandra % and Scott Emerick

Janet and Jim Heilmeier

Mrs. Annetta Karam

Shelley and Tom Koutnik

Eileen and Gary Leidich

Leslie and Richard Lund

In honor of Margaret J. Dietz from
Hank Dietz, Fred Dietz & Susie
Dietz Pardee

Michael Russell

Summit County Internists &
Associates

Mary and Mel Wolfman

Silver Members $250 - $499)
Akron Tool and Die
Sophie & Steve Albrecht
Barbara Baskin %
Desireex and Bruce Bolden
Brockman, Coats, Gedelian and
Co.
Beverly and Curt Brown
Chic Carlson %
Frank C. Comunale
Roger Dieringer
Todd Dieringer
Mary Beth and Richard Ellison
Barry Friedman %
Malia Gelfo %
GoJo Industries, Inc.
Mary and Roy Hartz
Melissa Owens & John Hedges
Jay R. Hershey %
Libby and Dr. Jack Jacobs
Bonnie M. Jones
Martha Kaltenbach and Thomas
R. Trotter %
Unhee Kim %
Dr. Edward L. Koosed
Margaret and John McBride
Patricia S. Obenour
Barbara B. O Connor
John P. O Neill
Lucy and Ted Randlesx
Judy and Roger Read
Dr. & Mrs. Douglas W. Sanders
Steven Schmidt & Rick Krochka
Beverly Smith
Susan D. Speers

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Vargo
Connie and Bob Velotta
Mona Wolfman

Zuckerman Consulting Group

Patron Members ($150 - $249)

Dr. Miriam F. Agins

Amer Insurance Company

David Ashe

Kathleen Ashcroft

Mary and Roland Bauer

Henry Bishop and Karen Wood

Lisa and Chuck Ayers

Sally J. Childs

Mr. & Mrs. G.F. Coyle Il

Alice Ann Davies

Marie and Marc Dusini

Christopher C. Esker %

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Farkas

Mary and John Fazio %

FirstMerit Bank/Akron

Flexsys America L.P.

Diana and John Gayer

Janis and Raymond Harcar

Marilyn Heagerty

Lillian L. Hudimac

Judy and Richard Kotick

Margaret Knepper

Anne and Bill Lowery

Mogen Real Estate Co.

Virginia Moline

Sheila Motter

The Moushey Family

Jo Ann Oelschlager

Cynthia Ross and Jessica Posey

John M. Ream

Helene and Bill Rogovy

Kim and Chas Schreckenbergerx

Sue and Richard Smith

Thomas M. Stephan

Helen Vari

Leo Weill

Harold F. White

Libby and Jeff Wilson

Richard Worswick and John
Grafton

Sustaining Members
($100 - $149)
Carol and Ken Button

N
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Sustaining Members Cont.

Brad Custer

Rebecca DeBolt

Claire and Jim D lanni

Cathy and Lloyd Doering

Bridgit & Steven Dolin

Jon A. Fiume

Jeane Galehouse

Shirley and Al Gates

Ellen F. and Karl S. Hay

Mary Ann and Dr. Thomas
Jackson

Dr. Lawrence B. Kaye, DDS

Mary Beth Kluge

Bruce G. Kriete

Carol Krueger

Ingrid and Frank Kunstel

Pamela Langston-Cox

Gregg Manes x

Margaret McDowell Lloyd

Patti Margolis

The Maynard Family Foundation

Martha S. Mazak

Jo McGarvey

Vieven and Danny Moore

Nan and Dr. George Nankervis

Marta & lan Oppenheim

Bessie M. Rainesx

Gloria Reich

Nancy and Harold Rex

Wendy and David Ruggles

Betty Sandwick

Lois and Paul Simmons

Jean and Ethel Soudry

Jack T. Steelex

Sarah and Ed Steinmark

Paula and John Troche

Linda Waite

@f Our Generous Donors - continued

Edith & Norbert Weisend *

Betty J. and Ken Zeigler

June and Dan Zeno

Laurie Zuckerman and Steve
Johnson

Contributing Members

(Gifts of $75 - $99)

Aaron S. Berke %

Carol Boyd

Timothy H. Champion *

Janet & Donne Clark

Mr. & Mrs. John DeYoung

Hope E. Everhart

Linda Heath

Jennifer P. Hodges

Shirley E. Jordan

Judy and Denny Miller

Margo Parker *

Jean Questel

Barbara and Jim Shriner

Barbara and Russell Stevic

James Switzer and Gretchen
Laatsch

Linda Werntz and Robert
Cunningham

Other
Meena and Puru Agrawal

Akron Tile and Fireplace Co., Inc.

Eleanor and Richard Aron

Robert Baab

Mary B. Blazewicz

Loretta E. Bower

Jeff Brinton

Dawn B. Carson

County of Summit Board of
Mental Retardation

Thank you to all our donors!

Patricia and Thomas Doak
Gwynn R. Ennnis

George J. Gauthier

Jean Gent

Maryanna P. Hamburg
Bart P. Hamilton

David W. Kellogg

Phyllis Lerch

Caryn Lintner

Arlene McKinnon

Scott E. Robishaw

Dr. & Mrs. John B. Saks
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Saghy
Sue and Joe Schaut
Raymone Scott

Pearl D. Sentelik

Beverly Spaeth

Sheila and Larry Wallerstein
Anna M. Zender

100-Hour Memberships
Jean Blair

Robyn Cooper

Maryanne Cotter

Erin Katz Ford

Kevin Ford

Holly Humes

Dede Klein

Marcia & Tom Marshall
Talley-Nitzel Family

Matching Gifts
Allstate Giving Campaign
AT&T

FirstEnergy

The Lubrizol Foundation

* Denotes Trustees

Giving to others is a key element in well-being. It s abundantly clear from a number of studies
that people who live generous lives also live happier lives.

Dr. Stephen Post

Why Good Things Happen to Good People




and Fred 1. Albrecht

Sandy and Mark Auburn
Mary Rebecca Babcox
Susan and Patrick Baker
Mary Jane Baron
Patricia R. Basile
Barbara Baskin

Patrice Bechtol

Aaron Berke

Mrs. D. Loraine Boesche .
Glenn R. and Alice V. Boggess Memonal Foundatlon
 Desiree Bolden

. .Ar[m and Dave Brennan

Caryn A. Lintnel
Margaret McDo
The Lubrizol Foun
Leslie and Richard
Nancy M. Mahone!
;Gre g Manes
Blake, Jr. and
. Jo McGarve

OMNOVA Solutions Foundation
John O Neill

Marta Williger and lan Oppenheim
Melissa Owens

Susan Dietz Pardee

Margo Parker

Mary Kay and Ernie Pouttu

Jean Questel

Bessie M. Raines

i Lucy and Ted Randles
- Sandra and Scott Emerick Thelma and Dr. Joseph F. Rapotec
Christopher C. Esker Judy and Roger Read
Dorothy and Stephen Farkas Nancy and Harold Rex
Mary Adams Fazio Mr. and Mrs. Robert Reynolds
FirstMerit Foundatlon - Charles E. and Mabel M. Ritchie Memonal Foundatlon
Hel Helene and Bill Rogovy

Dr. and Mrs. John Saks
Naricy M. Schafer
- Klm and ghas Schrecken

1d James Vargo

John Grafton and Richard Worswick
Peg and Dave Yeagel
Betty J. and Ken Zelgle
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Introducing...

Weathervane's

“Thank You Dollar” Program

This may bring to mind the old joke of an actor asking for
a tip and getting the reply "Don t go into Show Business.”
But this is no joke...

If you like what you’ve seen at this performance, we ask
that you please consid ‘r}gwmg a "Thank You Dollar” as you
exit the theater. (You w see'«a,\contrlbutlon box near the
lobby’s exit doo o .

,amed income accounts for only 60%
in fact is, if each Weathervane

As you probably:,kno

l’butlons' Won'’t you show
fnce w1th a “Thank You
Dollar” after the sho

Gllide; m

59 of a $20 ticket

10% of a $20 ticket

$3

15% of a $20 ticket

$4

20% of a $20 ticket

(heer!!
Bravo!!

On behalf of all of us here at Weathervane, | thank you for
your support.

Sincerely,

John Hedges
Executive Director




ay of information they sought, there
particularly interesting questions. I thought you d

be interested to know our answers: _ 7 - ¥

How does your organization define artistic success and
how will you continue to evolve creatively to achieve that
success?
We define success one person at a time — engendenng
tolerance, promoting greater empathy, al
perspectives, finding common ground
questions than answers, connecting

‘ gi‘l humanity, being a catalystfo

5

come closer to understandlng the world
1atter - to be relevant to peoples hves, toe

pandmg initiatives in the future to let more people IN |
experience firsthand the life-enhancing possibilities of the performmg

How does your organization define educational and cultural success and how will you continu
_ to achieve that success?
 Embedded at the core of our theater — and by extension our educational programs — is,
ife skills through stage skills. We re looking to create better citizens for
ecessarily to generate a flow of talent into the entertamment
promoteéh more empathetic d ,
d

neplayhouse.com

= Weathervane
— PLAYHOUSE —

74th Season -- 2008-2009 -- Dietz Production #10
February 26 - March 14, 2009..
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Intimate

| c@\ppare

Directed by Karen Sabo

Stage Manager Properties Designer
BARBIE TROTTER JENNIFER DRAHER
Costume Designer Lighting Designer
JASEN J. SMITH KEVIN FORD
Sound Designer Scenic Designer
CHERYL STADLER ALAN SCOTT FERRALL

Sponsored by Margaret J. Dietz

Intimate Apparel is produced by special arrangement with
Dramatists Play Service, Inc., 440 Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10016.

Weathervane productions are sponsored in part by Ohio Arts Council

Weathervane Community Playhouse, 1301 Weathervane Lane, Akron, OH 44313-5186
Ticket Office: 330-836-2626 ¢ Fax: 330-873-2150 ¢ weathervaneplayhouse.com




(@E About the Play and Playwright

About the Play

A woman s elusive pursuit of love and independence in the early 1900s takes center stage
in Lynn Nottage s drama, Intimate Apparel. Esther Mills, a 35-year-old African-American woman,
sews beautiful corsets for a living. Her clients reflect the diversity of 1905 New York City, ranging
from Fifth Avenue socialites to lower-class prostitutes. As Nottage s play begins, Esther is sewing
a camisole for a soon-to-be-wedded woman who lives in her boardinghouse. Smart, sensible
and ambitious, Esther holds fast to her dreams of opening a beauty parlor in Harlem and
finding a husband even though her prospects for love seem remote to her meddling landlady,
Mrs. Dickson. In spite of Mrs. Dickson s advice to marry respectably, Esther begins a courtship
by mail with George, a West Indian man working on the construction of the Panama Canal.
Esther, however, can neither read nor write so she cajoles her clients to pen her words in her
stead. When the correspondence grows more passionate, George proposes marriage to Esther
— but the long-distance lovers find their happiness diminished by the biases George encounters
from his race and immigration status. With the odds stacked against her and trapped in the
socially stratified world of turn-of-the-century New York, Esther struggles to keep her dreams
of love and marriage alive during a time of great cultural and economic change.

Intimate Apparel premiered in 2003 at Center Stage in Baltimore. After a second production
that year at South Coast Repertory in Costa Mesa, California, the play received its off-Broadway
premiere in April 2004, and was the inaugural production in the Laura Pels Theatre at Roundabout
Theatre Company (the largest non-profit theatre company based in New York City). The New
York production won several awards: the Outer Critics Circle Award for Outstanding Off-
Broadway Play, the Drama Critics’ Circle Award for Best Play and two Lucille Lortel Awards
(one for Outstanding Set Design and one for Outstanding Costume Design). Oscar-nominee
Viola Davis (for 2007 s Doubt) originated the role of Esther in the New York production and
won both the Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Actress in a Play and the Obie Award for
her performance.

About the Playwright

In an interview for a 2004 edition of the Roundabout Theatre Company s online newsletter,
Intimate Apparel playwright Lynn Nottage revealed to an interviewer that her own great-
grandmother served as one of her inspirations when she set out to pen her play. She came to
New York in 1912 and made intimate apparel for African-American and white women, said
Nottage. Iwas always curious about how she felt entering the various boudoirs and worlds
of women very different from herself. What did she see? How did it shape her sensibilities?
How did she feel about the corset? How did she change the way women saw themselves?

Born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1964, Nottage graduated from Brown University and the
Yale School of Drama. In the early 1990s, she worked as the national press officer for Amnesty
International. In 1993, Actors Theatre of Lousville, Kentucky, presented her play Poof!, which
earned the playwright the Heideman Award as part of the theater s annual Humana Festival
of New American Plays. Her other plays include A Walk through Time (a children s musical),

Crumbs from the Table of Joy (nominated for an NAACP Award), Por Knockers, Las Meninas (winner

of the AT&T OnStage Award) and Fabulation. Her latest play, Ruined — which examines the
struggles of women in the civil war-torn Democratic Republic of Congo — opened in February
in a production presented by the Manhattan Theater Club at New York s City Center. Nottage's
plays have been produced Off Broadway and regionally by The Acting Company, Alliance
Theatre Company, Capital Repertory Theatre, Crossroads Theatre, Freedom Repertory Theatre,
Playwrights Horizons, San Jose Repertory Theatre, Second Stage Theatre, Steppenwolf Theatre
Company, Studio Arena Theatre, Vineyard Theatre, Yale Repertory Theatre and many others.

In 1999, she received a National Endowment for the Arts/Theatre Communications Group
grant for a yearlong residency at Freedom Theatre in Philadelphia. She also received a Guggenheim
Fellowship in 2005 and a MacArthur Genius Grant in 2007. She lives in Brooklyn.
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Intimate Apparel -- Cast
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MIS. DICKSON...ceeiirrecereececee e Everreenessenens Taba Aleem
MIS. Van BUIEN.....occsviceicesres e Shannon Brown
ME MGEKS oot Jasen J. Smith
MaAYME ...t Tina Thompkins
LTl (oSSR Brian Armour

The Place: Lower Manhattan
The Time: 1905

There will be one fifteen-minute intermission between the Acts.

Once Weathervane had a theater to call its own on Copley Road in the 1950s,
the wish/need for another smaller black box theater surfaced. Through the Capital
Campaign of 2000, new classroom space became a reality as well as an elevator
and the installation of a fly system. One of the classrooms was sponsored by
Margaret J. Dietz and named in memory of her son, John L. Dietz. This space
became the black box theater so long awaited. John was a sixth-grader at Akron s
Rankin School and was 12 years old at the time of his death in 1971 following an
auto accident. A darling boy with a passion, even at that age, for play-acting, he
had just finished playing a clown in a youth theater production of Aesop s Fables.

Angels in America: Millennium Approaches was the Dietz Theater s inaugural
presentation running from January 23 through February 5, 2005. The Pulitzer Prize-
winnng play was directed by Sean McConaha. Since then, we have presented:

Parallel Lives: The Kathy and Mo Show (2005) The Last Five Years (2006)
Angels in America: Millennium Approaches String of Pearls (2007)
(remount 2005) Someone Who Il Watch Over Me (2007)
Angels in America: Perestroika (2006) And the Winner Is (2008)
Fat Men in Skirts (2006) Love! Valour! Compassion! (2008)




(@E About Our Director

KAREN SABO (Director) is pleased to be making her Weathervane directorial debut.
She has been a resident union actor at Stage One in Louisville, KY, and at the Barter
Theatre in Abingdon, VA. During her six years at Barter, she also became the company s
dialect coach, as well as a resident director. Originally from New York, she has a BA
degree from Hampshire College in Massachusetts and is currently completing an MA
degree in Liberal Studies from East Tennessee State University. Karen received her
theater training from the American Conservatory Theatre, the Saratoga International
Theatre Institute, Shakespeare & Co., and the San Francisco Mime Troupe. She is the
producer of an independent film called This is Not the South, which was written and
directed by her husband, Dr. Derek Davidson. Karen cut her teeth doing community
theater and is happy to be revisiting it, especially in such a fine institution as
Weathervane Playhouse.

Director s Notes

There are many things I love about this play. First, I particularly admire plays like
Intimate Apparel that are written to appeal on many different levels. For audience
members who know little about the culture and customs of New Yorkers in 1905,
they 1l still be intrigued by the simple fact of the story, the interesting characters, and
the surprising choices of the characters and relationships between them. As a fan of
women s history, social history, and, well, sewing, I was intrigued by the setting, the
social customs, and the lead character s profession after only my first reading. But
what I really love about this play is that we get to glimpse some of the people who
helped shape this country a century ago, but whose names we 1l never know. We
know Henry Ford was a pioneer of the American auto industry, but what about the
many workers in his factories who assembled the Model Ts? And we can admire a
painting of 1905 s First Lady Edith Roosevelt, but who was the anonymous dressmaker
who created her gown? For that matter, who made the now-archaic corset that we
don t even directly see in the portrait? I admire the way Nottage uses the corset as a
metaphor for people who were also rarely visible in our country in 1905, and how
she assigns them respect and validity by presenting their story for us.

I also like the way Nottage uses the corset, which we now recognize as an archaic,
painful and damaging garment, as a metaphor for outdated expectations about social
expectations. The characters in Intimate Apparel all want love and happiness, but just
as corsets were a restrictive fashion that impeded physical freedom, the social restrictions
of the time were similarly restrictive. Rich women were expected to marry rich men.
People of different races and religions were expected to marry someone from their
own ethnic or religious group. Perhaps the very idea that all women must marry was
as damaging to society as these corsets were to bodies and health. Ithink watching
Intimate Apparel gives us a wonderful excuse to ask questions about outmoded garments
that we take for granted in our lives today, to examine items and customs that seem
crucial, but that are actually restrictive to our pursuit of health and happiness.

Thank you so much for attending our production of Intimate Apparel.

Karen Sabo,
Director

((e{& Cast Biographies

TONYA BROACH (Esther) is an
accomplished and a trailblazing actress
who is not afraid to push the envelope
when it comes to performing. Whether
it s a dramatic, comedic or musical
production, she is in her element and
definitely leaves her mark. She has.
appeared on many stages and has
performed in notable productions such
as Dreamgirls, Beehive, Little Shop of
Horrors, Purlie, Two Trains Running & Black
Nativity within the Greater Cleveland
area. Her most recent performance at
WCP was in the role of BJ in Smokey
Joe s Caf . Her performance in Smokey
Joe s earned her the coveted Chanticleer
Award for best actress.in a musical,

Doing live theater is very therapeutic for
me, she says. You get to experience life
through someone else s eyes and step out
of your own life if only for a few hours.
Intimate Apparel is Tonya s second project
at Weathervane and she sincerely hopes
that everyone will have a wonderful and
enjoyable‘experience at the Thee-ah-
tah. Tonya'extends a huge welcome'to,
our wonderful*Birector, Karen-8abo.
Thank you for this wétidérful
opportunity.

TABA ALEEM (Mrs. Dickson) was trained
in New York at the Afro-American Studio
for Acting and Speech and appeared in
many of its productions. After rearing
four children, she moved back to this
area and worked with the African
Community Theatre at Kent State
University appearing in several plays
including A Long Time Since Yesterday. For
Weathervane she was seen in From the
Mississippi Delta and August Wilson s
Seven Guitars. In May 2001, she enjoyed
performing as Sojourner Truth and
delivering the Ain tI A Woman? speech
before audiences at the 150th anniversary
of the YWCA and the Ohio Women s
Rights Convention in Akron.

SHANNON BROWN (Mrs. Van Buren)
is proud to be making her stage debut
here at Weathervane. Shannon owns and
operates a commercial cleaning business
and specializes in new construction

cleaning. She has been employed by the
Playhouse since 2000. She is a member
of Weathervane s Women s Board and
the Akron Hibernian Club, where she
volunteers in the kitchen with her mother.
Shannon thanks everyone for this special
experience.

JASEN J. SMITH (Mr. Marks) was seen
in Weathervane s Dietz Theater
production of Love! Valour! Compassion!
as Arthur earlier this season. Other roles
include Mr. Fezziwig in A Christmas Carol,
Barney Benson in Kiss or Make-Up, Roy
in Nice People Dancing to Good Country

‘Music, Durdles.in The Mystery of Edwin

Drood and Joe in Lovers. When not on
stage, Jasen is the Costume Shop
Manager/Resident Costurne Designer for
WCP.as well as Adjunct Professor at Case
Western Reserve University teaching

“.costume design and construction and

designing for its theater season.

TINA THOMPKINS (Mayme) was last
seen at WCP in Ragtime last summer.
Other performances include CSF s

“., production of Taming of the Shrew and
‘Richard’ITI, ECT s production of Secret at

Sugarcourt, BNC s production of The Late
Henry Moss, Karamu s production of
Johnny Taylor s Gone, at the Edinburgh,
Scotland Fringe Festival in Intensive Care,
Weathervane s production of A Lesson
Before Dying and Strongsville Playhouse s
production of o Kill a Mockingbird. A few
of her favorite shows were The Piano
Lesson, Seven Guitars and A Raisin in the
Sun. Thank you for your support.

BRIAN ARMOUR (George) was recently
seen in our productions of Ragtime and
Children of a Lesser God. He has been a
musician for 14 years and is thrilled to
be in this show. Brian thanks God for
blessing him with the chance to do what
he loves. He also sends thanks to his
mother (Diane Armour) and his brothers
(Michael Armour and David Jones). He
thanks John Hedges for continuing to
support his endeavors in acting and Karen
Sabo for giving him the opportunity and
for being so encouraging.
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BARBIE TROTTER (Stage Manager) is
quickly becoming a volunteer who can
be called on to do almost anything. She
stage managed the 2008 production of
Amahl and the Night Visitors, played the
role of a shepherd in the 2007 production
of Amahl, created the lighting design for
String of Pearls, coordinated costumes for
Angels in America: Perestroika, and
designed costumes for Proof and Arsenic
and Old Lace. Barbie is Weathervane s
Coordinator of Volunteers and is an
instructor in the School of
Communications at The University of _
Akron. She holds an MA degree in -
Communications.from the New York
Institute of Technology

JASEN J. SMITH (Costume Des1gner)
served for four years as the Costume
Designer and Theatre Rentals Manager
for Akron Design and Costume. From
2001 to 2004, the College of Wooster
employed him as the Costume .
Designer/Gostume Shop Manager. At..
Wooster, he also.served as the resident -
costume designer for the Ohio Light
Opera s 2003 and 2004 summer seasons.
Mr. Smith is a graduate of Huntingdon
College in Montgomery, AL. In 1997, he
worked as a wardrobe assistant for the
Alabama Shakespeare Festival and he
designed costumes for its Graduate Acting
Company s production of The White Devil
in 2001. Jasen is the Costume Shop
Manager/Resident Costume Designer for
Weathervane Playhouse.

KEVIN FORD (Lighting Designer)has
done most of his work at Weathervane.
Kevin created the swimming pool for Lips
Together, Teeth Apart; the trap door for
Dracula; the bridge for Fiddler on the Roof
and the elevator for The Rocky Horror
Show. He also co-designed the lighting
(with Scott Ferrall) for Ain t Misbehavin
and the Chanticleer Award-winning The
Full Monty. Last season he designed lights
for Enchanted April. He has just finished

Appointment With Death at Coach House
Theater. By day, He is a CNC Supervisor
for Acro Tool and Die Company in Akron.

JENNIFER DRAHER (Properties
Designer) is a graduate of Ashland
University with a BSBA degree in
marketing. She has been volunteering at
WCP since 2000 and has served as
spotlight operator for Joseph, The Full
Monty and Ragtime and has run props for
The Sisters Rosensweig, Enchanted April and
Bloody Murder. She also enjoys being a
member of the Not-Ready-for-Mainstage-

. Players at the-annual Chanticleer Awards

celebration. Jen is an Assistant Account
Executive for Malone Advertlslng

CHERYL STADLER (Sound Designer) is
a new volunteer who worked on sound
crews for Enchanted April, The Rainmaker,

- Amahl and the Night Visitors and Bloody
*Murder, all since the spring of 2008. She

is a graduate of Firestone High School
and lives in Akron‘with her husband,
Gil. They have'three children ~ Joyce,

“Gilbert-and Elijah.

ALAN SCOTT FERRALL (Scenic
Designer) began his association with
Weathervane as a backstage volunteer
under the tutelage of the late John R.
Thomas. This is Scott s 12th season as a
Weathervane staff member. Previously,
he worked at Cuyahoga Falls High
School. He has designed sets for many
local high schools as well as for the
Players Guild, Cleveland Signstage
Theatre and PBS-TV Channels 45/49. At
WCP, Scott has earned five Chanticleer
Awards — one as stage manager for Fences,
and the others for his lighting designs
for The Laramie Project and A Lesson before
Dying and co-lighting design for A Man
for All Seasons. Scott also takes great
pleasure in writing the end-of-the-season
revue for the Not-Ready-for-Mainstage
Players, who appear at Weathervane s
annual Chanticleer Awards ceremony.

Production Team
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Alan Scott Ferrall -- Technical Director
Kathy Kohl -- Assistant Technical Director

SET CONSTRUCTION COSTUMES SOUND

Ruth Richardson Susanne Abernathy LaDonna Harden
Tom Marshall John S. Catlos Joyce Stadler
Kevin Ford Paulette Lark

Judy Willemsen

Erin Katz Ford Connie Velotta

Len Cheslock Dorothy Kies
Todd Dieringer Henrietta Cook ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Mair Kineapple ~
PROPERTIES Blue Rose Corsetry
Jessica Maxson Shirley Kurz

Erin Katz Ford

Thanks to Our Hard-Working Volunteers
The following are the dedicated volunteers who have assisted us recently.

Patrice Bechtol Evie Kidder Nancy Schaefer
Ann Britton Leslie Lund Dorothy Shaffer
Shannon Brown Mary Mahoney Lois Simmons
Thelma Coss Sheila Motter Sue Smith

Ann Edwards Lois Murray Barbie Trotter
Trish Forkel Patricia Obenour Michelle Williams
Jill Forster John O Neill Gen Woods
Marilyn Heagerty Bess Raines

Linda Heath Ruth Richardson

and the parents of the cast of A Midsummer Night s Dream

JOHN HEDGES, Executive Director

Mr. Hedges has an extensive background in theatre as both an actor and a producer. Prior to
coming to Weathervane, John spent ten years in the acting company at the Barter Theatre in
Virginia, where he performed in over sixty shows. Other acting credits include performances
at Town Hall in New York and the Pantages Theatre in Los Angeles. Regionally he as worked
at the Indiana Repertory Theatre, the Kentucky Shakespeare Festival, Actors Theatre of Louisville
and the American Stage Festival where he appeared opposite Academy Award-winner Olympia
Dukakis in The Cherry Orchard. John has been Managing Director of First Stage Milwaukee,
Associate Producer of North Shore Music Theatre, Business Director of Gloucester Stage Company
and General Manager of New York s award-winning Pearl Theatre Company. Mr. Hedges is a
member of Actors Equity Association, served on the Board of Directors of Boston s StageSource
and chaired its Strategic Planning Committee, been a Conference Panelist for the American
Alliance for Theatre & Education and written for American Theatre magazine. He studied at
Indiana State University, the Professional Theatre Training Program at the University of Delaware,
is a graduate of the National Shakespeare Conservatory and holds an honorary MFA in theatre
from Stafford University. He lives in Akron with his wife, Melissa Owens, and their daughters
Rachel and Mary, and is a current class member of Leadership Akron.
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Authentic custom corsetry
for a firm foundation.

Corsets and underpinnings
for your fantasy or period lock.

Manufactured in Akron, Ohio.

www BlueRoseCorsetiry.com
BlueRoseCorsetryagmail.com

Don t Miss these shows still to come in the
. 2008-2009 season!
A

) %/jéCf
DOLL'S
HOUSE EDOING

A laugh-out-loud comedy!

April 30 - May 17
By Robin Hawdon
One of the theater’s great
masterworlks!

Directed by Rohn Thomas
March 19 - April 5

Drama by Henrik Ibsen N
New Version by Matthew Earnest L A OF

Directed by Matthew Earnest
The quixotic belief in “The Impossible Dream”
June 4 - 28
Book by Dale Wasserman
Music by Mitch Leigh, Lyrics by Joe Darion
Directed by Jacgi Loewy

S—

.Ms.

éVAVAVAVI

Supporting Artists
Locally and Globally

Offering fair trade products
handmade by artisans
all around the world.

Mon—Thurs: 11-8

e
-z Haretat

St ¢ themarketpath.com + 3

First Grace
then Faith and Works

350 S Portage Path + www.firstgraceucc.org ¢+ 330-762-5839

Fome: For the Fonts, in 2009

Jacob Marley s Christmas Carol
December 5 - 20
and Christmas Eve Dec. 24 at 10 p.m.

Bach's Spring
A Birthday Concert of Bach s music at its most lively.
March 20, 2009 at 8 p.m.

Bk ot
May 1 - 15, 2009
1776 1 Concert ,
July 3 &4, 2009 at 7 p.m. (note special time)
NEW MUSICAL WORKSHOP
August 2009

stompin’ out the fooltlights
Rock music from some of Broadways s most exciting shows!
October 2 - 11, 2009

First Grace United Church of Christ
350 S. Portage Path
www.firstgraceucc.org




Akron Waoman's City Club
CCOACH HOUSE THEATRE

2008/09 Season
Eighty One Years of Live Theatre

STEEL MAGNOLIA

by Robert Harling
(ctaber 2-18, 2008

Directed by Nancy Cates

LIGHT UP THE SKY
by Moss Hart
December 4-21,2008
Directed by Terry Burgler

Ropointment with Death
i e 2008
Mjrm Fippin

Directed

| Tonight At 8:30;

"The Red Peppers” & "Shadow Play"
2 musicil plays by Nael Coward)
Pt‘l
Dirente Nanny Cates

.. , - ;
Wt Voo, Dl
ol 1[ow, Xur ngG

by Ray Cooney & John Chapman
-Jung 7,

Directed by Terry Burgler

Box Office: 330.434.7741
Elegant Dining before each Show at The AWCC .
732 W. Exchange St. Reservations: 330.762,6261

www.coachhousetheatre.org

K *
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MAGlCAL

THEATRE COMPANY

Professional Theatre for Young Audiences & Families
Producing Directors Holly Barkdoll & Dennis O’Connell

2008-2009

In Residence

Holes
Oct. 10-24, 2008

The Best Christmas
Pageant Ever
Dec. 5-21, 2008

The Secret Life of Girls
Jan. 27 - Feb. 1, 2009

Miss Nelson Is Missing

May 6 - 22, 2009

On Tour

Call for availability

The Princess & the Pea

~ Lincoln:
A Man for the Ages

KidScripts

www.magicaltheatre.org

330/848-3708

565 West Tuscarawas Ave ® Downtown Barberton

programs

Hiram College

You'll Rinow [t Whm 5914. Ve fouind
the aouege where You belong).

G, earn their bachel 'S"

every other weekend. 330.569.5162.

Master of Arts in interdisciplinary studies.
Students earn their master’s degrees in as few as two years
by attending classes every other Saturday. 330.569.6111.

OLLEGE

www.hlra

co

Hudson Plaza
1945 23rd St. - 178 W. Streetsboro Rd.
330-923-4826 330-650-6727

by taking classes

.edu/future

SINCE 1932

Dinner before or after the show
Minutes from the Playhouse

Fresh Fish % Handcut steaks
Pasta with homemade sauces

1561 Akron-Peninsula Road
330-923-7999
Open 7 nights a week x Sunday 4:00

"An Akron Tradition
Since 1949"
o Award Winning Food
o Casual Dining
e Old World Elegance

Featuring Our Famous
Homemade

* Pizza
® Lasagna
* Antipasto

OPEN 7 DAYS &

105 N. MAIN ST.

330-253-2999




Exceptional Performance.

Vorys is proud to support Weathervane Community Playhouse. Like the Playhouse,
Vorys is committed to providing exceptional performance:

*  Named a Go-To Law Firm™ five years in a row by Fomme 500 general counsel
surveyed by Corporate Counsel.

¢  Rated a Primary Firm for Corporate Law, Securities, Employment and Litigation
in the 2007 BTI Power Rankings.

* Named a Cross Practice Powerhouse Law Firm by Fortune 1000 compam’es
— one of only 37 law firms that have earned this national distinction.
Call us today to find out how Vorys can partuer with you to develop your legal
solutions.

VORYS

Legal Counsel

Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLp

106 South Main Street

. . Suite 1100
; Aliron, Ohio 44308

;330'2‘38-“%?’? e NPR. Classical. Other smart stuff, 89. 7 WKSU

AS State Universi

Columb

Alexandria, VA Akron, OH
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Just because it's not new
doesn’t mean it's not cool.

See things -
in a new light.

y

» -

Turning heads with bright ideas.

MINXo s .

330.762.4126 * 1.888.GET.MINX

Dramatic Solutions for Print Communication
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