
At Ohio Living Rockynol, our apartment homes are designed for your 
comfort, convenience and independence. This gives you the time and 
freedom to enjoy the things that matter most, like spending time with 
family and friends, pursuing a hobby, watching the latest play or cheering 
on your favorite team (even if they lose!). 

Our apartment homes feature: 
• One, two or three bedrooms • Bi-weekly housekeeping 
• Fully equipped kitchens • Annual spring cleaning 
• Restaurant-style dining • Andmore! 

Call 330.867.2150 to learn about our gallery of options. 

Apartment Homes I Assisted Living I Memory Care I Short-Term 
Rehabilitation I Long-Term Nursing Care I Home Health & Hospice 

f ~ Ohio Living 
~ .- Rockynol 

1150 West Market Street I Akron, Ohio 44313 I ohioliving.org ~ 

Weathervane Playhouse 
WeathervanePlayhouse.com 



listen 
for more 

At Audio-Technica, we are grateful for, and very proud to support, the local arts near our 

company's U.S. headquarters in Stow, Ohio. We look forward to many years of inspiring 

listening. Wherever your passion for music takes you, listen for more. 

audio-technica audio-technica. com 

At Impel Wealth Management, what's important to you is important to us. 

We'll get to know you and build a relationship so we can offer recommendations 

that match your lifestyle. You'll gain a roadmap for your financial future. 

It's all about moving your life forward. Give us a call. 

IMPE._J 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT 

Jesse W. Hurst, 11, CFP®, Alf® 
2006 4th Street, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221 

330.800.0182 

jesse.hurst@impelwealth.com 
impelwealth.com 

Investment Advisor Representative offering Securities and advisory services through Cetera Advisors LLC, member 
FINRA/SIPC. Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity. 



Talk to your 
neighbors, 
then talk to us. 

Odds are, they're already part of the 
State Farm® family. 
With so many ways to save and discounts of up to 
40 percent,• you'll want to be part of the family too. 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/ 7 

Ted A. Randles, Agent 
1501 S Cleveland-Massillon Road 
Copely, OH 44321 
Bus: 330-666-4189 
ted@tedrandles.com 

A State Farm™ 
statefarm.com® 
•Discounts vary by states 

State Farm Mutual Automoblle Insurance Company 
State Farm Indemnity Company Bloomington IL 

~nee 
Auto I Home I life 

Protection for the most 
important things in your life. 

Call 1-877-724-8069 for a free quote, 
or visit us at 111 W. Center St. in Downtown Akron . 
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Offering classe~ In 

Dance - Drama - Instrumental - Piano 
Steel Drums - Visual Art - Vocal 

h41LLIDJOUTH 
SCHOOl fOR THE VISUAl AND PfRfORMING ARTS 

1055 East Avenue -Akron, OH 44307 - 330-761-1765 

VISION STATEMENT 
To cultivate educational excellence 

within an integrated arts and academic learning environment 

Where every pet 
is a celebrity! 
Knowledgeable 

and experienced 
groomers. 

® 
ll Finduson 

Facebook 

1834 Merriman Road 
Akron, Ohio 44313 

Phone: 
330-869-4660 



From the "barn" to Copley Road to the Valley ... 

Weathervane Community Playhouse began its run in 1935. Four artistically talented Woman's City 
Club members-Grace Hower Crawford, Muriel MacLas;hlan, Laurine Schwan, Helen Troesch­
and a core of charter members rented the empty carriage house belonglng to Akron's Senator 
Charles Dick. Their goal was to present a wide spectrum of plays: classics, dramas, comedies, new 
works-even opera-with casting open to anyone who fit a part. 

The women chose a carnival as their fundraiser to start paying the rent. Despite a drenching 
downpour, they raised $60. They named their space "Weathervane" after the rooster on the barn's 
cupola. After cleaning their new home, scrounging for seats, a curtain and a coffee pot, Weathervane 
opened its first season. During that summer of 1935, the group presented seven fully costumed 
and staged plays. In 1936, Muriel MacLachlan, with the other founders, offered classes to 
children and adults, beginning a tradition that has become today's Education Department. 
In 1938, a Women's Board was formed to offer volunteer financial assistance. This group is now the 
Volunteer Guild. 

The "barn" was home until it was sold. In 1951 the Playhouse purchased a cement block 
building at 1474 Copley Road and renovated it for a theater with seating capacity of 125. The 
all-volunteer organization hired its first employee, Nora Scott, as custodian/ticket manager. Actual 
management of the Playhouse was handled by the Operating Board, which reported to the Board 
of Trustees. Because directors were becoming scarce, the Board hired Bob Belfance as full-time 
Manager/Director. He held the position from 1961-1969 and from 1974-1992. During the Copley 
Road days, plays were presented six days a week. Because of their popularity, not everyone who 
wanted to see a show could be accommodated. A new home was planned. 

During the 1960s, the membership's plans came together in June 1970 with the opening of 
Dark of the Moon here on Weathervane Lane. Longtime friend and founder Grace Hower Crawford 
died in 1971, remembering the Playhouse in her will. Her money enabled the Board to pare down 
the mortgage and set up an Endowment Fund. The last mortgage payment was made in 1974 
through a contribution of the Women's Board. Three major additions followed: these included 
first-floor restrooms, classrooms, a costume shop, fly gallery and elevator. The former scene shop 
became the John L. Dietz Theater/Classroom in 2005 and the lobby project was completed in 2009 
in time for the opening of the 75th season. Weathervane is proud to celebrate its 84th season. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Weathervane Playhouse produces high-quality live theater with volunteer artists, designers, and 
technicians under professional direction, provides education and training in theater arts and 
appreciation, and engages and entertains its audience and constituents to enrich the quality of life in 
Northeast Ohio. 

THANK YOU TO OUR PRODUCTION UNDERWRITERS ,, 
PEGS 
FOUNDATION 

Parent AARP 1~rs=1 Helen 
Fleming 

Margaret}. 
Dietz 

~~ f EiWJ ~ " ~ ~r~ Al{RON I SUMMlT 
We,th<mne Con,..,.U11n II, Vh1!1••• hton 

Volunteer 
-GUlt.D-



PART OF A 

BALANCED MORNING. 
Wake up with WKSU. Start your morning 

with WKSU as your wake-up alarm. 

Listen to our balanced news and NPR 
programming as part of your morning routine. 

DOWNLOAD THE APP TODAY lliTunes 'W' 
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! WEATHERVANE BOARDS AND STAFF , 

i) 

2018-2019 Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee 
P~esident: ...................................... April Deming 
First Vice President: ........................ William Kist 
Second Vice President: ................ Mary Kay Finn 
Secretary: ..................................... Lisa Armstrong 
Treasurer: .......................................... David Bird 
Trustee-at-Large: ................ Debbie Shama-Davis 

2018-2019 Volunteer Guild 
Executive Board 
President ................................. Nancy M Schafer 
Vice President ................................ Beverly Ricks 
Correspondent Secretary ................... Bess Raines 

Weathervane Staff 
Melanie YC Pepe ........................ Chief faecutivel 

Artistic Director 
Joshua T. Larkin .................... .. Business Manager 
Fred Gloor ............................... Associate Artistic/ 

Marketing Director 
Keith Campbell .................................. Director of 

Audience Development 
Aimee Lambes ............... Patron Services Manager 
J ustyn J aymes ................ . Director of Development 
Richard Morris, Jr ................. Technical Director/ 

Resident Scenic Designer 

For an Enjoyable Theater Experience 
PLEASE: 

Trustees 
Pat Ameling 
Kathy' Ashcroft 
Frank Castorena 
Mike Chapman 
Wendy Cooley 
Jaqueline DeBose 
Dick Ellison 
Barry Friedman 
Diane Geiger 

Joe Geiger 
... Ian Haberman 

Diane Johnson 
Coco Mayer 
Eileen Moushey 
Nancy Schaffer 
Dean Uher 
Alex VanAllen 
Ali Wbitley 

Treasurer ........................................... Helen Vari 
Member-at-Large ............................ Bunny Lacey 

Kathy Kohl .............. Assistant Technical Director 
Jasen J. Smith ............ Resident Costume Designer/ 

Costume Shop Manager 
Kellie Rossini .......................... Master Electrician 
Nancy Humes ................ Administrative Associate 
Scott K. Davis .............. Coordinator of Volunteers 
Lauren Sprowls ..................... Education Director 
Kim Shores ........................................ Bookkeeper 
Melissa Tippin ....................... Educational Intern 

• Turn OFF your cell phone because even silenced calls and text messages interfere 
with the sound system backstage, on stage, and throughout the theater. 

• Be sure your cell phone is turned off again after intermission when appropriate. 
• If you are using an Assistive Listening headset, please turn off your hearing aids to 

avoid feedback. 
• NO PHOTOS or VIDEO inside the theater or recording of the show in any way. 
• Food and drinks are permitted in the auditorium, but please consume them quietly 

out of respect to your fellow audience members and performers. 

FOR YOUR SAFETY: 
• Please remain seated until the house lights have come up at Intermission and after the curtain call. 
• NOTE: in case of an emergency in which the performance cannot continue, 

Calamity Vouchers will be issued for a future performance. 



- - ----- --- - -_____,..,,.....-------------------~ 
OUR GENEROUS DONORS · OUR GENEROUS DONORS 1 

DIAMOND Mark and Sandy Auburn Mary Wolfman Margaret McDowell Lloyd Bob McElwee and Kimbetly Mrs. Shirley Herbert 
($7,500 &ABOVE) Rollie and Mary Bauer Mona Yasutake JoMcGarvey Gloor McElwee Mrs. Evie Kidder 
The Estate ofVaughnAustin Mary and David* Bird Betty and Ken Zeigler Libby Merriman Helen and Larry Mc Williams Adrian and Sean Lewis 
Clear Gold Audio and Lighting April* and David Deming Lois Murray Bruce Mericle Mrs. Mitzi Mild 
The Mary S. and David C. Corbin Richard* and PATRON Barbara B. O'Connor Sophia and Larry Morton ' Mrs. Lui.s Murray 

Foundation Mary Beth Ellison ($150 - $249) John O'Neill JoAnne Nally Mary and family Obenour 
Mary & Dr. GoergeL Demetros Fred and Sherry Gloor TomAbdoo Glenn and Donna Orr Harvey and Sharon Nerhood Barbara B. O'Connor 

Charitable Trust Meg* and Steve Hopp Patricia* Ameling George and Donna Payerle Patti and Mike Passarelli Mrs. James O'Connor 
Margaret J. Dietz Jim Horvath* Ken and Carol Burton Jean Questel Joseph F. Rapotec Jean Questel 
GAR Foundation Jesse Hurst Catherine and George Csanyi Richard Shirey Bob and Sonta Robinson Ralph and Adrian Rapp 
The John A. McAlonan Fund of the Doug and Kathy Kohl Jaqueline* DeBose Lois Simmons Dr. John and Patty Saks Mrs. Ruth Skidmore 

Akron Community Foundation Loren "Coco" Mayer* John D. * and Richard P. Ethel Soudry Patricia Sattler Alice and John Venier 
The Ohio Arts Council Paul Orchosky Grafton/W orswick Dr. and Mrs. Robert Stone CindiShama 
Roush Memorial Fund of the Akron Roger Read Ha Family James Switzer and Mike and Diantha Siebert INMEMORYOF 

Community Foundation Vickie and Mark Simmons Corina and Michael Gaffney Gretchen Laatsch Randall D. Snure SCOTI FERRALL 
Jean P. Stevens Fund of the Akron WilliamL. and Emily Ha In Memory of Patsy Tennant Janet Stewart Anonymous 

Community Foundation Cathleen M. Smith Ken Hardman James and Nancy Tobar Dennis and Linda Sullivan Dreajean L. Brown 
Sue Snyder Judy Holder John L. Dietz Theater Carol Zeh Karen and Patrick Burridge 

PIATINUM Shelli and Dean* Uher Diane M. Johnson* In the name of Margaret Jennifer and Steven Camper 
($1,000 - $7,499) Sean and Elise Vollman Stephanie and William* Kist John and Paula Troche *Denotes Trustee Wendy Cooley 
Aimee Lambes Photography Keith A. Klafehn Tom and Shirley Waltermire Thomas and Sharon Custer 
Susan C. Baker SILVER Mary Beth Kluge Wayne and Ida Walker INMEMORYOF Margaret Dietz 
Boggess Memorial Foundation ($250 - $499) Richard and Judy Kotick BETIY ZEIGLER Paula Garman 
Gail Cheslock Akrochem Bill and Sally Manby CONTRIBUTORS Barbara B. O'Connor Michael and Sharon Garry 
Corinne L. Dodero Foundation Verne L. and Margaret C. McBride ($25 - $99) Ian and Marta Oppenheim Meg and Steve Hopp 

for the Arts and Sciences Linda S. Adamson Shelia Motter Patti and Mike Alderson Weathervane Playhouse Kendra Jozsa 
Bill and Eileen DeWood Lynn and Charles Asente Stephen and Eileen* Moushey Mary Lu Barbour Volunteer Guild Samantha L. Walket Kincaid 
Fairlawn Area Chamber Kathleen E. Ashcroft* Barb and Jim Shriner Chelby Benson Karen and William Kleinhenz 

of Commerce Mary Ann and Doug Bell Ken Siloac Fred Berry INMEMORYOF Ann Leithauser 
Mary Kay* and Terrence Finn Cleveland Black Oxide Tom Stephan Jeffrey Bixby CHUCKHASS Linda Mahan 
Helen D. Fleming Wendy* and Ralph Cooley Ali Hamad Whitley* Loretta E. Bower Weathervane Playhouse Minx Design 
Gay Community Endowment Steve and Debbie* Davis Karen Wood Winnie Brown Volunteer Guild Barbara O'Connor 

Fund of the Akron Barry Friedman* and Mary and Glenn Campbell Randie Ostroff-Sass 
Community Foundation Dede Klein SUSTAINING Fletcher and Donna Carroll IN MEMORY OF John and Sandy Peecook 

In Memory of Stephannie* and Ellen Garrett ($100-$149) Frank Castorena* MARILYN HEAGERTY James, Jr. Pivarski 
Judith Davis Holliday John and Diana Gayer Kristabeth Balchak and Scott Davis Margaret J. Dietz Carole and Paul Sanford 

David L. Jesse* Ian Haberman* Rob Boxier WendyS. Duke Helen Fleming Jared Sparks 
Tom and Shelley K(!)utnik Roy and Mary Hartz Ted and Jenny Banker Sandra and Arne Englehart Melanie YC Pepe Dennis and Linda Sullivan 
Jim and Maureen Kovach Jay Hershey Bob and Patty Berger In Honor of Helen Vari Patrick and Linda Tebelak 
The Beatrice K. McDowell Drs. Charles and Rebecca De Bolt Emily Audra Fleisher The Weathervane PamelaA. Waldren 

Family Fund of the Akron SumruJohnson Shelley and Daniel Boyle Rose Gabriele Foti Volunteer Guild Thomas and Helen Waldren 
Community Foundation Richard Lund Richard Brockett Diane Geul Tina and Glenn Weimar 

Millennium Fund for David W. Mann Donne Clark Fred and Lizabeth Gloor INMEMORYOF John D.* and Richard P. 
Children of the Akron Martha Mazak Diane Cuirle Jerry and Tamara Gonsiewski MARILYN HEAGERTY AND Grafton/W orswick 
Community Foundation Sean McConaha Robert W. Dague Merna Green COELESTA MIKA 

Moffitt Foundation Gene Karlen and Ron Meinen Elizabeth A. Dalton Karen C. Greenlee Helen Fleming 
OMNOVA Solutions Foundation James Millet Henry Dietz Richard and Alice Gross Would you like to appear on 
Melanie and Christopher Pepe Nicole and Ron Mullis In the name of Margaret Dietz Janice M. Gui INMEMORYOF our donor page? You can use this 
Peg's Foundation Liz and Charlie Nelson Frances E. Fischer RoseHetdon LEN CHESLOCK QR code to make a donation 
PNC Bank Pat Obenour Dewayne and Judy Fulton Gretchen Hyland Anonymous to WeathetVane Playhouse 
Michael D. Russell Jo Ann Oelschlager Ken and Vicki Gessford Timothy and Patricia Jolly via PayPal. 
Siebert Keck Insurance Ian and Marta Oppenheim Bart P. and Lois Jean Hamilton Frank Jozsa INMEMORYOF 
Smith Memorial Foundation Ted and Lucy* Randles Dale Gilbert and Millie Keyser Dr. and Mrs. C. William Keck JUDITH DAVIS HOLLIDAY 
Dr. Aileen Thong Steven P. Schmidt and Gloria Gooden David W. Kellogg Helen Fleming 
Visit Mickey Vacations Richard J. Krochka Shaheen A. Harris B.J. Kipling 
Welty Family Foundation Gordon and Janis Seward Tatiana and Richard Harris Kevin and Valerie Kreider INMEMORYOF 

Sue and Richard Smith Linda A. Heath Joshua Larkin PATOBENOUR 
GOLD Darwin L. Steele Kathryn Hibbard Diane and Oren Leblanc Karen and Patrick Burridge 
($500 - $999) Sarah N. Steiner Ronald and Kay Hine Sandy Leith Mrs. Mary Ann Cook 
Sophie and Steve Albrecht Helen and Frank Vari Sally A. Kandel Deanna and Gregg Manes Wendy and Ralph Cooley 
James and Lisa* Armstrong Ellen and Jack Vollman Patricia E. Marmaduke Mar?aret Dietz 

Donations as of August 1, 2018 Donations as of August 1, 2018 

·-· ------~--- _,_ _____ ---... ~-~-·~ 



Art Across the Spectrum 

Christopher, the protagonist in our current production, "The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-Time", is an autistic fifteen year old boy. He has an extraordinary brain­
he is exceptional at mathematics, but, he is ill-equipped to interpret everyday life. His 
neighbor's dog has been murdered, and, finding himself under suspicion, Christopher is 
determined to solve the mystery. His detective work takes him on a thrilling journey that 
forever alters his world. 

Because this play is centered on a young, autistic boy, I wanted the art in the Gallery to 
further heighten autism awareness. ASD, Autism Spectrum Disorder, is a developmental 
disorder that affects communication and behavior. Although autism can be diagnosed at 
any age, it is said to be a "developmental disorder" because symptoms generally appear in 
the first two years of life. Autism spectrum disorder has an impact on the nervous system. 
The range and severity of symptoms can vary widely. Common symptoms include difficulty 
with communication and social interactions, obsessive interests and repetitive behaviors. 
Many persons with autism have unusual responses to sensory input, and may experience 
seemingly ordinary stimuli as painful, unpleasant, or confusing. Some may suffer from 
seizures, including epilepsy. For more about ASD and Asperger' s Syndrome there are 
several websites/organizations with comprehensive information. The National Institute of 
Mental Health (www.nimh.nih.gov/health ), and Autism Speaks (www.autismspeal<:s.org) 
provide overviews and information about the Autism Spectrum. 

I contacted several groups in this area who offer services for those with autism and their 
parents and caregivers. The Autism Society of Great Alrron (Lisa Thompson, contact 
person: 330-940-1441, ext. 2); ASPIES Greater Aluon, Qoy Spencer, contact person: 
330-745-5115); Nationwide Children's Hospital, Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders, 
Westerville, OH (Natalie Raff, contact person: 614-355-7500, ext. 38223; YSU, 
Rich Center for Autism,(contact person: Gregory Boerio, 330-941-1927). 

The art in the exhibit is from several artists who responded to me. Their ages vary from 
13 to over 30. Some are shy and would prefer not to have their names on their art. Others 
have websites and want to sell their art. Any art that is for sale will have that information 
on the title card next to the artwork itself. I'm so proud and honored to have these artists 
be a part of this! 

If you wish to make a purchase, please inquire at the Box Office or the Gift Shop. 

Marci Paolucci 
Gallery Curator 
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Many thanks to the dozens of volunteers who have recently contributed time and talents. 

Grace Bailey Patrick Dukeman Lukas Leyden Rob Rohrer 
Jenny Banker TonyaDuus Ayron Lord Kaya Sandel 
Mary Lu Barbour Ryan Dyke Abigail'Lyman .. Nancy Schafer 
Victoria Benyo Brandi Eaton • Joanna Mack Linda Shaw 
Phyllis Berne! Denise Eletich Rita Kelly Madick Mason Shuman 
Jackson Bird Mary Kay Finn Bridgett Martinez Adrienne Smedley 
Tiffany Bird Jill Forster Jason Maurer Sue Smith 
Melissa Bittner Katy Froelich Coco Mayer Tom Stephan 
Hope Bollinger Rose Gabriele Aurora McCloud Prudence Stephenson 
Maria Bradbury Beth Gaiser Mari McCloud Laura Stitt 
Caitlin Braclley Dale Gilbert Connor McFalls Dominique Surace 
Bob Brauning Fred Gloor Laura McFalls Sally Suren 
Susan Broversi Andrew Gordon Mitzie Mild Rick Taylor 
Karen Burridge Casey Ha Grace Mitri Melissa Tippin 
Eleanor Cambell Jeremy Ha Bill Morgan Hazen Tober 
Chris Capron Sara Ha Abby Morris Barbara Trotter 
Lindsay Chapman Kenneth Hardman Michael Moyseenko Joe Turner 
Logan Chapman Sarah Herald-Miller , Julia Mullin J ahlil Underwood 
Mike Chapman Hannah Herraiz ' Kathy Mullin Alexandra VanAllen 
Greg Cinko Gregory Hofmeister Christine N aizer Noah Vandegrift 
Libby Cinko Matthew Hogan Serena Naizer Robin Vandegrift 
Lucas Cinko Amanda Jarrell Megan Nelson Verna Vanderkoi 
Jeannie Clarkson Sue Jeromson Laura Niehaus Nate Vanderneut 
Conor Clawson Sam Jungman Lauren Odioso Helen Vari 
Wendy Cooley Courtney Kennell John O'Neill Amanda Vigneault 
Pam Costa Millie Keyser Marci Paolucci Sean Vollman 
Brenda Costarella Evie Kidder Madison Pelle Brian Westerley 
George Csanyi Elek Kitchen Jude Pepe Abby Whitney 
Heather Curtis Ilona Kitchen Stephen Pfister Kim Whitney 
Don Dagnall Al Klesh Katlyn Rankins Dan Williams 
Gary Davis John Kraus Maxwell Rees Thomas Williams 
Jason Davis Doug Kubinski Ruth Richardson Richard W orswick 
Scott Davis Jennifer Kubinski Beverly Ricks Max Winer 
Sue Davis Skye Kubinski Taylor Rinn Jonathon Yokiel 
April Deming Allison Kump Corina Rivera Vanessa Yovanovich 
Dave Deming Bunny Lacey Pat Robertell- John Zido 
Sasha Desberg Josh Larkin Hudson 
Harriet DeVeto Sarah LavenderNees Mary Rohrer 

For volunteer hours worked during July, 2018 

• • • • • uTl-\ere/s a cookie For everyone!'' 
-lllll!ilillll!lllllllliillllllliilllilirlillliillllllliillliiiiiiiiliiili 

A hoMe-based. bakery lllestled away 
illl a fairytale-like kitchelll ivi. Copley. 

ORDER.VIA 
Phone: 330 63:lA5024 

Email: bake350bakery@.gmail.com 
OEllVERV ONLY. Minimum $24.00 order needed for delivery. 
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Stage Manager 
TIFFANY BIRD 

A Drama 

Based on the novel by Mark Haddon 

AdaptedbySimon Stephens 

Directed by MELANIE YC PEPE 
Assistant Director/Choreographer KEVIN LAMBES 

Scenic Designer/Lighting Designer 
RICHARD MORRIS, JR. 

2018/2019 

MAINSTAGE SERIES 

Costume Designer 
JASEN J. SMITH 

Sound Designer 
CHRISTOPHER PEPE 

Voice and Dialect Coach 
CHUCK RICHIE 

Assistant Technical Director 
KATHY KOHL 

Projection Designer 
DENISE ELETICH 

Properties Designer 
BARBARA TROTTER 

s:,c the Director Is a member of the 
STAGE DIRECTORS AND CHOREOGRAPHERS 4illlll- SOCIETY, a natlonal theatrkal la~or union. 

Master Electrician 
KELLIE ROSSINI 

THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME is presented through special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, 



----, --~----- - -- ----~ - ---------- - --
1 ABOUT THE SHOW AND CREATORS '. , CAST LIST 

MARK HADDON (Writer) was born on 28 October 1962 to Janella Murphy in Northampton, 
England. He was educated at Uppingham School and Merton College, Oxford, where he studied 
English. In 1984, he completed an MSc in English Literature at the University of Edinburgh.In 
1987, Haddon wrote his first children's book, Gilbert's Gobstopper. This was followed by many 
other children's books, which were often self-illustrated. Haddon is also known for his series of 
Agent Z books, one of which, Agent Zand the Penguin from Mars, was made into a 1996 Children's 
BBC sitcom. He also wrote the screenplay for the BBC television adaptation of Raymond Briggs's 
story Fungus the Bogeyman, screened on BBCl in 2004. In 2007 he wrote the BBC television drama 
Coming Down the Mountain. 

In 2003, Haddon won the Whitbread Book of the Year Award-in the Novels rather than 
Children's Books category-for The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. He also won 
the Commonwealth Writers Prize in the Best First Book category, as The Curious Incident was 
considered his first written for adults; yet he also won the Guardian Children's Fiction Prize, 
a once-in-a-lifetime award judged by a panel of children's writers. 

SIMON STEPHENS (Adaptation) is an English playwright. Having taught on the Young Writers' 
Programme at the Royal Court Theatre for many years, he is now an Artistic Associate at the 
Lyric Hammersmith. He is the inaugural Associate Playwright of Steep Theatre Company, Chicago, 
where four of his plays, Harper Regan, Motortown, Wastwater, and Birdlandhad their U.S. premieres. 
His writing is widely performed throughout Europe and, along with Dennis Kelly and Martin Crimp, 
he is one of the most performed English-language writers in Germany. 

DIRECTORS NOTE 

"Prime numbers are what is left when you have taken all the patterns away. I think prime numbers are 
like life. They are very logical but you could never work out the rules, even if you spent all your time 
thinking about them." 

- Mark Haddon, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 

For people on rhe autism spectrum, experiencing our world is a lot like prime numbers. Imagine the 
challenge: You can't identify the hidden curriculum of social interactions by reading body language, 
tone of voice and facial expressions. Sounds are too loud, lights too bright and everything that touches 
you is uncomfortable, hurts or feels like an aggressive action. Imagine living in that world; learning in 
that world; or working in that world. 

I once heard a child say "everything you don't know is a rule," and it's true. We try things and we learn 
the rules for succeeding, failing and coping as we go through life. How does someone learn in a world 
that is too loud, too bright and too aggressive? How does someone learn in a world where there are 
rules that you learn through observation, and the world won't quiet or slow down? 

By writing the above, I'm not making a statement about all people on the spectrum. It's called a 
spectrum for a reason and every person in this world experiences the world uniquely. I'm writing, and 
directing from the perspective of someone who knows others that struggle with these challenges, and t 
I share with you the perspective of one young man - Christopher. We share with you today what we 
have learned about Christopher and his world. A story which represents a rite of passage for a young 
man on the verge of adulthood. 

Thank you for taking this journey with Christopher, and with us. 

Melanie YC Pepe 

I 

CAST LIST 
Christopher ........................................................................................... MAXWELL REES 
Siobhan ..................................................................................................... GRACE MITRI 
Ed ............................................................................. '. ................ RICHARD WORSWICK 
Judy .............................................................................................. JEANNIE CLARKSON 
Voice One/Mrs. Shears/Gascoyne (and others) ......................................... , LAURA STITT 
Voice Two/Roger Shears (and others) .................................................. SCOTT K. DAVIS 
Voice Three/Policeman (and others ................................................... STEPHEN PFISTER 
Voice Four/Rev. Peters (and others) .............................................................. JOHN ZIDO 
Voice Five/No. 40/Punk Girl (and others) ............................................. ALLISON KUMP 
Voice Six/Mrs. Alexander (and others) ............................................. HARRIET DEVETO 

There will be one fifteen-minute intermission. 

Admowledgements 

Special thanks to James McCullough for the use of his train set. 



■ MAXWELL REES (Christopher) 
is super excited to be playing 
Christopher in Weathervane's 
production of Curious Incident. Ever 
since he saw the show at Playhouse 
Square this role has become one 
of his dream roles. This is his first 

time performing at Weathervane and his first time 
performing under the guidance of a professional 
production team. Some of his favorite roles he played 
in high school were Leaf Coneybear in The 25'h Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee, John Darling in Peter 
Pan, and Grandpa Joe in Willy Wonka. Also, Maxwell 
is currently studying ro be a high school English 
teacher at Kent State University and hopes to one day 
run a high school theatre program. Maxwell wants to 
thank his friends and family for their constant support 
and confidence in him. "Break a leg, everyone!" 

GRACE MITRI (Siobhan) a 
Clevelander, is excited to be making 
her Akron debut at Weathervane! 
Grace holds a BA in Theatre 
Arts/ Acting from Case Western 
Reserve University, and went on 
to continue her acting studies 

at the London Academy of Music and Dramatic 
Arts and the Maggie Flanigan Studio in NYC. 
Recent credits include: The Taming of the Shrew 
(T ranio) with the Cleveland Shakespeare Festival, 
The Leader (Girlfriend) at Cesear's Forum, Children's 
Letters to Satan (Barbara Sue) at Blank Canvas 
Theatre, and In The Blood (Amiga Gringa/Beauty) 
at convergence-continuum. She would like to thank 
Melanie .and Kevin for giving her the opportunity to 
take on this fantastic play, and the rest of the cast and 
crew for making her feel right at home. 

RICHARD WORSWICK (Ed) 
returns to Weathervane afrer appearing 
most recently in Clybourne Park and 
A Delicate Balance. He is thrilled to 
be in this beautiful play The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. 
Some of the other plays Richard has 

been involved with at Weathervane are: Breaking the 
Code; The Goat, or Who is Sylvia?; Someone Who'll 
Watch Over Me; Amadeus; Love!, Valour!, Compassion!; 
The Chosen; The Laramie Project; The Mystery of Irma 
Vep; and The Dinner Party, among others. He has 
performed at Coach House Theatre; Ohio Shakespeare 
Company; none too fragile theatre; Dobama Theatre; 
Charenton Theater Company; Bang and Clatter 
Theatre; The Cleveland Play House; and the Playhouse 
Square Center. He lives in Bath with his husband John 
and Great Danes: Apollo and Hera. 

I 

JEANNIE CLARKSON (Judy) 
played Debbie in Passing the Time, 
which won first place in Weathervane's 
2018 8xl O TheatreFest, Mrs. Kirby in 
You Can't Take It With You and has 
stage managed Into the Woods and Jesus 
Christ Superstar. She is over the moon 

to play Christopher's mum in this production and is 
vety grateful to Melanie and Kevin for giving her this 
amazing opportunity. Jeannie thanks her fellow cast 
members for their trust and friendship, the production 
team and crew for their many talents, and her family for 
their unconditional love and support. 

LAURA STITT (Voice One/Mrs. 
Shears/Gascoyne, and others) is 
delighted to return to Weathervane, 
where she was seen in August: Osage 
County; Shooting Star, and The 
Music Man. Laura's experience as a 
professional actor has allowed her 

the opportunity to perform in a variety of genres in 
Akron, Cleveland, Chicago, Vermont, and touring 
the country. Some of her favorite productions include, 
Angels in America, I Do! I Do!, A Streetcar Named Desire, 
and Macbeth. Laura holds a BFA in Musical Theatre 
from Otterbien College an MFA in Acting from Case 
Western Reserve University. She is also the cofounder 
of Center for Applied Drama and Autism and an 
Intervention Specialist at Miller South School for the 
Visual and Performing Arts. 

SCOTT K. DAVIS (Voice Two/ 
Roger Shears, and others) has been 
involved with theatre in some 
way since the age of 8, when he 
was cast as Jack in the mnsical 
The Beanstalk and jack. He earned 
his BA in Theatre and Psychology 

from Muskingum University, where he also 
served as the Theatre Department costumer for 
three years. Favorite roles include Curtis Lyons in 
The Lyons, Clown 1 in The 39 Steps, Eric Sheridan 
in Unnecessary Farce, Tyler J ohnes in And the Winner 
Is and Lenny Ganz in Rumors. Scott also performed 
as Guy Johnson with the Canadian national touring 
company of Heart of Afica. He was most recently seen 
as Father Brendan Flynn in Weathervane Playhouse's 
Doubt: A Parable. Scott wishes to thank his friends 
and family for their continued love and support. 

I 
I 
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STEPHEN PFISTER (Voice Three/ 
Policeman, and others) graduated from 
Ashland University in May of 2016 
with a multidisciplinary bachelor's 
degree in Anatomy & Physiology. He 
loves fitness and is passionate about 
helping people achieve their goals. He 

loves watching the positive changes happen to people 
as they progress in their fitness and health. He currently 
works at his father's orthodontic practice as a Dental 
Aid helping people achieve a great smile. He got into 
acting by taking a few classes here at Weathervane 
Playhouse. Ever since taking those classes, he knew I 
wanted more out of acting so auditions were his next 
step. Now he has a role in this wonderful play! "I feel so 
blessed to be able to do the things that I do in my life 
and thank God for them every day!" 

JOHN ZIDO (Voice Four/Rev. 
Peters, and others) is a theater 
program graduate from Firestone 
High School in Akron and a film 
and video graduate from Columbia 
College Chicago. He has studied 
improv at Second City Chicago and 

The Upright Citizens Brigade in Los Angeles. John 
started theater at the age of fifteen, starring in a summer 
stock theater performance of The Laramie Project with 
Weathervane Playhouse. From there, he performed in 
numerous plays and musicals, such as The Crucible and 
Urinetown. While living in Chicago, John performed 
for venues such as The Gift Theatre and Sketch Fest 
Chicago and in 2014, he was cast in a small role on 
NBC's Parks and Recreation. Currently, he improvises 
with Akron's Just Go With It improv troupe and 
is happy to be back performing with Weathervane 
Playhouse for the first time in many years. 

ALLISON KUMP (Voice Five/No. 
40/Punk Girl, and others) is thrilled 
to be returning to the Weathervane 
stage after appearing in A Kid Like 
Jake (Nurse), Clybourne Park (Betsy! 
Lindsey), and Dracula (Lucy). 
A graduate of Bowling Green State 

University with a degree in theatre, some of her fondest 
BGSU shows include The Memory of Water (Teresa), 
Dutchman (Lula), Frankenstein (puppeteer), the 
T reehouse Troupe touring production of Aesop's Fables 
(Aesop) and Dancing on Checkers' Grave (director). She 
has also enjoyed performing in the ANTIC productions 
of Les Miserables (Fantine) and Auntie Mame (Gloria 
Upson) in her hometown of Cuyahoga Falls. 

HARRIET DeVETO (Voice Six/ 
Mrs. Alexander, and others) this is 
Harriet's 21st play at Weathervane, 
her second home. Other theaters 
she has W\'!rked at in Ohio include 
Great Lal,es Theatre Festival, The 
Cleveland Play House, Cain Park, 

Dobama, Ensemble Theatre, Karamu, Chagrin Valley 
Little Theatre, Cassidy, Coach House, The JCC 
Halle Theater, The Working Theater, Cesear's Forum, 
Western Reserve Playhouse, Stow Players, and Hudson 
Players. As a former Actors' Equity member, she 
toured with Hal Holbrook in Death of a Salesman. In 
New York, Off-Broadway she played Halie in Buried 
Child and appeared with the American Theater of 
Actors and Columbia University's New Plays Festival. 
Favorite roles include Violet in August: Osage County, 
Kate in Broadway Bound, Sister Aloysius in Doubt: 
A Parable, the one-woman show, Shirley Valentine, and 
Maria Callas in Master Class. Hopefully there will be a 
few more favorites to come. 
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MELANIE YC PEPE (Director) is 
the Chief Executive/Artistic Director 
at Weathervane Playhouse. She is a 
proud member of the Stage Directors 
and Choreographers Society and holds a 
BFA from Kent State University, where 
she is now serving on the School of 

Theatre and Dance Advisory Board. At Weathervane, she 
has produced more than 70 plays and musicals as well 
as the 8xl0 TheatreFest. In 2015, she was a recipient 
of Kent State University's Professional Achievement 
Award and in 2011 was awarded Weathervane's 
Trustee Award. Recent Weathervane directing credits 
include Into the Woods, Doubt, Jesus Christ Superstar, 
Santaland Diaries, Red, Peter and the Starcatcher, 
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee and 
Ordinary Days. As always, she sends her gratitude to her 
extraordinary family for their constant curiosity, love 
and support. 

KEVIN LAMBES (Assistant 
Director/Choreographer) returned to 
musical theater here at Weathervane 
Playhouse five years ago after a twenty­
year hiatus. With little expectation of 
success, he decided to audition for 
a small role in The Music Man and 

was lucky enough to be cast. It was supposed to be a 
one-time thing. In the time since, he has appeared in 
three shows, choreographed two more, this being his 
third, and volunteered both backstage and on various 
committees and projects. He has also dragged his wife 
and son kicking and screaming into the fold. To say he 
has found a home is an understatement. Kevin would 
like to thank everyone past and present for allowing 
him the opportunities and for welcoming him with 
second position arms. 

TIFFANY BIRD (Stage Manager) is 
honored to return to the production 
booth for her third stint as stage 
manager, having previously managed 
productions of It's Only a Play and 
A Christmas Carol: The Musical. She 
is an attorney and avid theater goer 

who has been active both on and behind stage. She 
has appeared most recently as Clairee Marmillion in 
Steel Magnolias for Miller Productions. Tiffany made 
her Directorial debut here at Weathervane as part of 
the 8xl O Theatrefest. Tiffany's children are also active 
both on and off the stage. She would like to thank 
Weathervane Playhouse for the wonderful volunteer 
opportunities they offer to this community and the 
chance to fulfill her passions. She would like to thank 
her family for supporting her in all her crazy endeavors! 
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BARBARA TROTTER (Properties 
Designer) designed props for 
Weathervane productions of Lady Day 
at Emerson's Bar & Grill, Don't Dress 
for Dinner, and August Osage County; 
costumes for Proof, The Nerd, and 
Arsenic & Old Lace. She was Stage 

Manager for Putting It Together, Intimate Apparel 
and Ahmal and the Night Visitors. Barbie appeared on 
Weathervane's stage in Rabbit Hole, The Music Man, 
Uncle Vanya, and The Man Who Came to Dinner. 

CHUCK RICHIE (Voice and Dialect 
Coach). Chuck has served as dialect 
and vocal coach for more than one 
hundred theatre • productions and 
media projects and worked with many 
individual artists. Recent coaching: 
for Great Lakes Theater, Sir Ben 

Kinglsey (for the film Wake) and currently Jane Eyre 
A Musical Drama (Cleveland Musical Theater). Professor 
Emeritus, Kent State University. www.chuckrichie.com 

CHRISTOPHER PEPE (Sound 
Designer) has been working with 
live sound for over 30 years. Projects 
include audio for events with artists 
Sandra Joseph (from the Broadway 
production of Phantom of the 
Opera) and Graham Nash. He is 

taking his own production company into its tenth 
year and currently preparing for a very exciting 
2018 season including a full concert production for 
Jefferson Starship, an intimate concert appearance 
with Livingston Taylor, as well as a complete series 
partnering with 91.3 The Summit and The Canton 
Symphony Orchestra for the Divergent Sound Series, 
which is a project of collaborative concerts between 
CSO musicians and local artists from different genres 
of music. Christopher had the wonderful experience 
of designing sound for The All-City Musical at 
Akron Civic Theatre for productions of Hairspray, 
Ragtime, and Bye Bye Birdie. He is very much at 
home designing sound at Weathervane, including 
productions of Annie, Witch of Blackbird Pond, Joseph, 
Dracula, Peter and the Starcatcher, Spamalot, Red, Jesus 
Christ Superstar, Young Frankenstein, and Doubt and 
Into the Woods. Mostly, he is looking for any excuse to 
work with his amazing wife ... 

DENISE ELETICH (Projection 
Designer) having stage managed for 
The Lyons and Little Shop of Horrors, 
Denise is thrilled to continue her work 
at Weathervane. Denise is a Video 
Producer by trade and has worked for 
numerous companies including NASA 

and is currently at Coin Ninja. She'd like to thank all 
her family and friends for their support and drinks. 

RICHARD MORRIS, JR. (Scenic/ 
Lighting Designer/Technical Director) 
most recently directed Holes and A 
Christmas Carol: The Musical here at 
Weathervane Playhouse. Some of his 
other directorial credits include Leap 
of Faith, Black Nativity, Ch.ristmas is 

Commin Uptow11, The Government Inspector, Raisin, 
Dracula, It's a Bird . . .It's a Plane .. .It's Superman, Purlie 
Victorious, The Jungle Book, Seussical The Musical 
Willie Wonka, Birds of a Feather, 101 Dalmatians, Into 
the Woods, The Aristocats Jr, Goldilocks on Trial Beauty 
and the Beast, Xanadu, The Trials and Tribulations of 
Stagerlee Booker T Brown, and The Submarine Steetcar. 
For 10 years, he was Production Director for the 
Karamu Arts Summer Camp, where he introduced 
many teens and young adults to the art of theatrical 
performance. For 19 years he also served as Technical 
Director/Resident Scenic and Lighting Designer for 
Karamu Performing Arts Theatre. He has designed 
over 149 Productions. In 2011 he was the recipient of 
the National Award for Outstanding Achievements in 
Scenic Design (National Black Theatre Festival) and 
was keynote speaker at Alabama State University on 
"African Americans In Scenic Design." Mr. Morris also 
received the 2001 Actors Guild Award for his Scenic/ 
Lighting design for Riff Raff and Treemonisha. In 2008 
he also won Scene Magazine's "Best Scenic Design" 
for Caroline, or Change. He has designed for many 
theaters in the Northeast Ohio area; Ensemble Theatre, 
Dobama, Cleveland Public Theatre, Cuyahoga 
Community College, Oberlin College Theatre, 
Firestone Theatre and Jubar Productions, just to name 
a few. He is a graduate of Kent State University. In 
December 2016, he joined Weathervane's professional 
staff as Technical Director/Resident Scenic Designer. 
Richard is currently working on a new musical 
production, Two Boys from Glenville, the story of Jerry 
Siegel and Joe Shuster, the creators of Superman. 

JASEN J. SMITH (Costume 
Designer) joined the Weathervane 
professional staff in August 2008. 
Since then, he's designed costumes for 
dozens ofi..Weathervane productions. 
As a co-designer, he and Hedy Jones 
took home Weathervane's Chanticleer 

Award for best costume design for Man of La Mancha 
in 2009. He also won a Marquee Award from the 
Youngstown Area Community Theatre Alliance for his 
work on Children of Eden. Elsewhere, his design work 
has been seen on the stages of Porthouse Theatre, Case 
Western Reserve University and Ohio Light Opera. 

KATHY KOHL (Assistant Technical 
Director) holds a degree in elementary 
education from Bowling Green State 
University and a master's degree in 
business management from Aurora 
University. She began her theater 
career at Weathervane as a volunteer 

on many lighting, set construction, and props crews, 
joining the professional staff in 2002. She also served 
for seven years as master carpenter and master painter 
for the theater department at Firestone High School. 
Most recently, she was the scenic designer for our 
productions of It's Only a Play, The Flick, and the 
co-designer of Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike, 
and Monty Python's Spamalot. In 2017, she received 
the Producer's Award, and in 2015, she was a recipient 
of The Trustees Award. She holds three Chanticleer 
awards for her properties designs for Enchanted April, 
The Sisters Rosensweig, and The Philadelphia Story. 
She lives with her husband Doug,in West Akron where 
they raised three children. When not at Weathervane, 
she very much enjoys being "Ommie" to Parker, 
Fiona, Beckett, Maise, and Greyson. 

• 

KELLIE ROSSINI (Master 
Electrician) has been with Weathervane 
since October of 2016 as the Master 
Electrician. She designed lights for 
The Santaland Diaries, A Kid Like 

Jake, Talking With ... , and Les Liaisons 
• Dangereuses. She has been a member 

of I.A.T.S.E. Local #48 since 1999 and has worked 
for The Canton Palace Theatre, Verb Ballets, The 
Manchester Dance Ensemble, Martell School of 
Dance, Ohio Ballet, The University of Akron Dance 
Department and The Dance Institute at the University 
of Akron. She received her first bachelor's degree in 
Technical Theatre from Kent State University and her 
second in Accounting in May of 2018. 
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The School of Theatre and Dance 

EMILIE: 
La Marquise du chitelet 
Defends Her Life Tonight 

Oct . 4 - 10, 2018 

WEST SIDE STORY 
Nov. 2 - 11, 2018 

DANCE '18: 
TranscenDANCE 
Nov. 30 - Dec. 2, 2018 

THE MYSTERY OF 
EDWIN DROOD 
Feb. 22 - March 3, 2019 

BFASENIOR 
DANCE CONCERT 
STUDENT DANCE 
FESTIVAL 
March 15 - 17, 2019 

KENT DANCE 
ENSEMBLE 
April 5 - 7, 2019 

CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 
1325 Theatre Dr. I Kent, OH 44242 

, , 
330-672-ARTS (2787) 
kent.edu/theatredance 

STUDENT THEATRE 
FESTIVAL 
April 12 - 14, 2019 

IT'SA BIRD ... 
IT'S A PLANE ... 
IT'S SUPERMAN 
Produced in partnership with 
The Musical Theater Project 

April 14, 2019 at 2 p.m. 

ANY RESEMBLANCE 
Roe Green Visiting Director Series 

April 19 - 28, 2019 

65 flavors of cake bites 
chocolate-covered Oreos with custom edible imagery 
caramel t peanut butter chocolate-covered pretzels 
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t) www.eakebltesandotherdellghts.eom © (330) 670-8241 
~ eakebitesandotherdelights@gmail.eom O Cake Sites S Other Delights 

2 Girls' Cife & Bqkery 
4149 Bridgewater Parkway 
Stow, OH 44224 
330-928-4644 
Hours: Mon-Fri 9-6; Sat 8-2 
Mention this ad and receive 10% off your order. 
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Additional Credits 

Set Construction Crew 

Richard Morris Jr. 
Bob Brauning * 
Chris Capron * 
John Grafton 
Richard Worswick 

Kathy Kohl 
Dave Deming 
Dale Gilbert * 
Jason Bryan Maurer 

*denotes having worked over 30 hours 

Lighting Crew 
Ken Hardman 
Kellie Rossini 

AyronLord 

Costume Construction Crew 
Kira Brown Millie Keyser 
Loren "Coco" Mayer Robin Vandergrift 
Noah Vandergrift 

Costume Inventocy Crew 
Jenny Banker Melanie Hauer 
Joanna Mack 

Wardrobe 
Light Operators 
Ken Hardman 
Kelli Perk 
Scott Whitney 

Sound Operators 
Ken Hardman 
Jason Bryan Maurer 
Sue Stout-Davis 

Projector Operators 
Logan Chapman • 
Jason Bryan Maurer 

AyronLord 
Sue Stout-Davis 

AyronLord 
Katie Rowland 
Scott Whitney 

Amber Martin 
Sue Stout Davis 



SPECIAL THANKS TO 

• 1 '• Humane· Society 
0 F S U M M I T C O U N T YTM 

Support the Pawsibilities 

NEXT AT WEATHERVANE 
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