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xperience Matters. 
Connecting friendship, fun and activity 

I 

Rockynol has 50 years of experience providing 
a truly personalized approach to retirement 
living. When you experience our amenities, our 
conveniences and our 
exceptional staff at your 
service, you will know 
why experience matters. Call today! 330.867.21 SOext. 201 

1150 W. Market Street, 'l;"kron, OH-44313 •www.rockynol.org -f!~~mes ~ • 

2016/2017 

February 2 - 18, 2017 



listen for more 

At Aud io-Technica, we are grateful for, and very proud to support, the local 

arts near our company's U.S. headquarters in Stow, Ohio. We look forward 

to many years of inspiring listening . Wherever your passion for music 

takes you, listen for more. 

audio-technica .com 
@audio-technica. 

always listening 

DREAM 
vividly, 
LEARN 

courageously, 
and LIVE 
BOLDLY 

for Christ! 

Discover why SCS Is the right 
choice for your child's education 

Kindergarten through 81h grade 

Before Care and After Care 

Maximum class size Is 22 students 

Supplemental tutoring available 

Ask about available bussing 

EoCHOICE AND EoCHOICE EXPANSION 
SCHOLORSHIPS ACCEPTED 

SCS recruits and admits students 
of any race, color or ethnk origin 

What are you doing for an encore? 
The arts come to life at Laurel Lake Retirement 
Community, where concerts, classes and guest speakers 
are practically a daily experience. With easy access to 
the best of Northeast Ohio arts and entertainment, 
spacious homes and more, Laurel Lake is the perfect fit 
for your busy lifestyle. . 

Call us at 1-866-650-2100 J.2\LJREL 
or visit www.laurellake.org today 1tJ<£ 
200 Laurel Lake Dr / Hudson OH 44236 '@' 
A Not-for-profit CCRC for Adulrs 62+ 
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The School of Theatre and Dance 
2016-2017 Season 

THE CRADLE 
WILL ROCK 
Produced in partnership with 
The Musical Theater Project 

Sept. 25, 2016 

IRENA'SVOW 
Oct. 14 - 23, 2016 

INTO THE WOODS 
Nov. 4 - 13, 2016 

DANCE '16: 
Elements in Motion 
Dec. 2 - 4, 2016 

KISS ME, KATE 
Roe Green Visiting Director Series 

Feb. 24 - March 5, 2017 

BFASENIOR 
DANCE CONCERT 
March 17 - 18, 2017 

AT KENT CENTER FOR 
THE PERFORMING ARTS 
1325 Theatre Dr. I Kent, OH 44242 

330-672-ARTS (2787) 
kent.edu/theatredance 

STUDENT DANCE 
FESTIVAL 
March 19, 2017 

STUDENT THEATRE 
FESTIVAL 
April 7, 2017 

MACBETH 
April 21 - 30, 2017 

KENT DANCE 
ENSEMBLE* 
June 3, 2017 
•At Kent State Tuscarawas 

TICKETS: 330-308-6400 

- ~---- -----

WEATHERVANE 
PLAYHOUSE 

and STAGEVIEW 

@ 
STAGEVIEW: 
your paperless program book 
Scan the code located above with 
your smart device for additional 
information on the show, or visit 
www.stageview.co/wvp 

NO APPS. NO DOWNLOADS 
Access your program book quickly and 
securely without a cumbersome download. 

SOCIAL INTERACTION 
Connect to your favorite venue and performers 
while you sit in the audience. 

PURCHASE TICKETS 
Purchase tickets for upcoming shows right 
from your seat. 



ec se 
more coverage 

J\f 
Get the whole story. WKSU 89.7 is your source for 

in-depth election coverage in more of Northeast Ohio 
(22 counties to be precise). 

WK.."ilJ, 1111 eqtrn! nppo1·tun!ty,afflrm~t.lv1H1utl1l!l empleym~ !3 r.ommitteci tJ:l ~J!Jl.!nfng ex,;:ellente thro\1,gh !hi, N.\oru!tment am! 1'tltent1on or a <llvmilt.' wnrt,forire, lB..\JR-003'10-065 
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ALL-OHIO BURGERS & BEERS 

THERAILBURGER.COM 

From the butcher's rail to our grill to your plate, The Rail burgers are as honest and 
local as the cows you pass grazing Ohio's farm country ... just a little less active. 

FAIRLAWN NORTH OLMSTED CANTON STRONGSVILLE 

T H E 

CilY 
sp~ 

STEAKHOUSE™ 

HAND-CUT & HOUSE-MADE 

Located in the heart of historic downtown Wooster, The City Square Steakhouse is 
your destination for juicy steaks and burgers, fresh seafood and vegetarian entrees, 

house-made sides and desserts, and a cocktail just the way you want it. 

CITYSQUARESTEAKHOUSE.COM 

• 
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Odds are, they're already part of the 
State Farm® family. 
With so many ways to save and discounts of up to 
40 percent,* you'll wantto be part of the family too. 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7 

Ted Randles, Agent 
1501 S Cleveland-Massillon Road 
Copely, OH 44321 
Bus: 330-666-4189 
ted@ledrandles.com 

State Farm™ 
statefarm.com® 

r 11 

I A BRIEF HISTORY OF WEATHERVANE PLAYHOUSE I 

From the "barn" to Copley Road to the Valley ... 

Weathervane Community Playhouse began its run in 1935. Four artistically talented Woman's City 
Club members - Grace Hower Crawford, Muriel Maclachlan, Laurine Sckan, Helen Troesch -
and a core of charter members rented the empty carriage house belonging to Akron's Senator 
Charles Dick. Their goal was to present a wide spectrum of plays: classics, dramas, comedies, new 
works - even opera - with casting open to anyone who fit a part. 

The women chose a carnival as their fundraiser to start paying the rent. Despite a drenching downpour, 
they raised $60. They named their space "Weathervane" after the rooster on the barn's cupola. 
After cleaning their new home, scrounging for seats, a curtain and a coffee pot, Weathervane opened 
its first season. During that summer of 1935, the group presented seven fully costumed and staged 
plays. In 1936, Muriel Maclachlan, with the other founders, offered classes to children and adults, 
beginning a tradition that has become today's Education Department. In 1938, a Women's Board 
was formed to offer volunteer financial assistance. This group is now the Volunteer Guild. 

The "barn" was home until it was sold. In 1951 the Playhouse purchased a cement block building 
at 1474 Copley Road and renovated it for a theater with seating capacity of 125. The all­
volunteer organization hired its first employee, Nora Scott, as custodian/ticket manager. Actual 
management of the Playhouse was handled by the Operating Board, which reported to the Board 
of Trustees. Because directors were becoming scarce, the Board hired Bob Belfance as full-time 
Manager/Director. He held the position from 1961-1969 and from 1974-1992. During the 
Copley Road days, plays were presented six days a week. Because of their popularity, not everyone 
who wanted to see a show could be accommodated. A new home was planned. 

During the 1960s, the membership's plans came together in June 1970 with the opening of Dark 
of the Moon here on Weathervane Lane. Longtime friend and founder Grace Hower Crawford died 
in 1971, remembering the Playhouse in her will. Her money enabled the Board to pare down the 
mortgage and set up an Endowment Fund. The last mortgage payment was made in 1974 through 
a contribution of the Women's Board. Three major additions followed: these included first-floor 
restrooms, classrooms, a costume shop, fly gallery and elevator. The former scene shop became the 
John L. Dietz Theater/Classroom in 2005 and the lobby project was completed in 2009 in time for 
the opening of the 75'h season. Weathervane is proud to celebrate its 82nd Season. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Weathervane Playhouse produces high-quality live theater with volunteer artists, designers, and 
technicians under professional direction, provides education and training in theater arts and 
appreciation, and engages and entertains its audience and constituents to enrich the quality of life in 
Northeast Ohio. 

THANK YOU TO OUR PRODUCTION UNDERWRITERS 

Ohio Arts ~P,-
couNc1L "'yJ('...._ 

GIAIR 
FOUNDATION 

Parent Boomer 
ondSeyond 

••• --~.!. 
Millennial GrouF 

WEALTH ADVISORS 
AARP 

lJIC11wlcmc,mf11gfoi." 



-

WEATHERVANE BOARDS AND STAFF OUR GENEROUS DONORS I 

2016-2017 Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee 
Board President .................. Debbie Shama-Davis 
First Vice President ....................... April Deming 
Second Vice President ................... .john Grafton 
Secretary ............................................. Meg Hopp 
Treasurer ............................ Stephannie Robertson 
Member-at-large ............................. Lucy Randles 

2016-2017 Volunteer Guild 
Executive Board 
President ............................................. .jay Sigler 
President-Elect ............................ Scott Thanasiu 
Vice President .............................. Nancy Schafer 
Secretary ......................................... Beverly Ricks 
Treasurer ........................................... Helen Vari 
Member-at-Large ........................ Harriet De Veto 

Weathervane Sta.ff 

Joshua T. Larkin ......... Interim Business Manager 
Fred Gloor .......... Interim Marketing Coordinator 
Kelth Campbell .................................. Director of 

Audience Development 
Aimee Lambes ............... Patron Services Manager 
J ustyn J aymes ................ Director of Development 

For an Enjoyable Theater Experience 
PLEASE: 

Trustees 
Lisa Armstrong 
David Bird 
Sarah Coffin 

D'Alessandro 
Wendy Cooley 
Jacqueline DeBose 
Belinda Duncan 
Dr. Richard Ellison 
Barry Friedman 
Corina Gaffney 

Committee Chairs 

Jim Horvath 
Jay Sigler 
David Jesse 
Diane Johnson 
Gene Karlen 
William Kist 
Kathryn Michael 
Dean Uher 
Sean Vollman 
Alasandra Whitley 

Cast Suppers ................................ Nancy Schafer 
Concessions .................................... '. ... ]ill Forster 
Harris Family Gallery .................. Marci Paolucci 

Melanie YC Pepe ........................ Artistic Director 
Richard Morris, Jr . ........ Resident Scenic Designer/ 

Technical Director 
Kathy Kohl .............. Assistant Technical Director 
Jasen J. Smith ............ Resident Costume Designer, 

Costume Shop Manager 
Kellie Rossini .......................... Master Electrician 
Sarah Bailey ........................ Director of Education 
Scott K. Davis .............................. Coordinator of 

Production Volunteers 

• Turn OFF your cell phone because even silenced calls and text messages interfere 
with the sound system backstage, on stage and throughout the theater. 

• Be sure your cell phone is turned off again after intermission when appropriate. 
• If you are using an Assistive Listening headset, please turn off your hearing aids to 

avoid feedback. 
• NO PHOTOS inside the theater or recording of the show in any way. 
• Food and drinks are permitted in the auditorium, but please consume them quietly 

out of respect to your fellow audience members and performers. 

FOR YOUR SAFETY: 
• Please remain seated until the house lights have come up at Intermission and after the curtain call. 
• NOTE: in case of an emergency in which the performance cannot continue, 

Calamity Vouchers will be issued for a future performance. 

DIAMOND 
($7,500+) 
Ohio Arts Council 
The Mary S. and David C. Corbin 

Foundation 
Mary and Dr. George L. Demetros 

Charitable Trust 
GAR Foundation 
Roush Memorial Fund of Akron 

Community Foundation 
Margaret J. Dietz 

PlATINUM 
($1,000 - $7,499) 
Kenneth L. Calhoun Charitable 

Trust, KeyBank, Trustee 
Fairlawn Chamber of Commerce 
Gay Community Endowment Fund 
Millennial Foundation 
John A. McA!onan Fund of Akron 

Community Foundation 
M.G. O'Neill Foundation 
The Charles E. and Mable M. 

Ritchie Memorial Foundation 
The Lloyd L. and Louise K. Smith 

Foundation 
OMNOVA Solutions Foundation 
Welty Family Foundation 
Susan C. and Patrick T. Baker 
Helen Fleming 
Ken & Jennifer Klika 
Shelley and Tom Koutnik 
Maureen & Jim Kovach 
Michael Russell 
Dr. Aileen Thong 
Shelli and Dean* Uher 

GOLD 
($500 - $999) 
Steve and Sophie Albrecht 
David* and Mary Bird 
Mary Beth & Dick* Ellison 
Meg* and Steve Hopp 
Charlotte & Jim* Horvath 
Jesse & Rachel Hurst 
Vickie & Mark Simmons 
Sue Snyder 

SILVER 
($250 - $499) 
Akrochem Corporation 
Verne and Linda Adamson 
Karin & Roy Allen 
Lisa Armstrong* 
Lynn and Charles Asente 
Mark and Sandy Auburn 
Gail Cheslock 
Wendy* and Ralph Cooley 
Debbie Shama-Davis* and 

Steve Davis 
April* and Dave Deming 
Belinda Duncan* 

John and Diana Gayer 
John Grafton* & Richard Worswick 
Dr. Julia Grossman &James Vargo 
Roy and Mary Hartz 
Jay Hershey 
Charles and SumruJohnson 
Gene Karlen* 
LJ and Rick Kimble 
David Mann 
Loren R. Mayer 
Martha Mazalt 
J arnes Miller 
Judith and Edward Newman 
Patricia Obenour 
Lucy* and Ted Randles 
John M. Ream, Jr. 
Stephannie Robertson* 
Richard and Alita Rogers 

Family Foundation 
Dr. Douglas and Mrs. Jane Sanders 
Barb & Jim Shriner 
Sarah Steiner 
Frank and Helen Vari 
Ellen & Jack Vollman 
Marta Williger & Ian Oppenheim 
Mary Wolfman 
Mona Wolfman 
Betty & Ken Zeigler 

PATRON 
($150 - $249) 
Lynn & Charles Asente 
Carol & Ken Button 
Glenn and Mary Campbell 
Bob Dague 
Jacqueline DeBose* 
Barry Friedman* & Dede Klein 
Gloria Gooden 
Judy Holder 
David Jesse* 
Stephanie and William* Kist 
Keith Klafehn 
Mary Beth Kluge 
Richard & Judy Ko tick 
John and Margaret McBride 
Shelia Motter 
Kenneth Siloac 
Sue & Dick Smith 
Thomas Stephan 
Sean Vollman* 
Ali Whitley* 
Karen L. Wood 

SUSTAINING 
($100 - $149) 
Sharon & Ramsey Alberson 
Ted and Jenny Banker 
Sarah Church 
Donne Clark 
Rebecca De Bolt 
F ranees Fischer 
Michael Gaffney 

Donor list current as of January 12, 2017 

Kathryn R. Hibbard 
Ronald and Kay Hine 
Margaret McDowell Lloyd 
PatMcRowe 
Ron & Mlcole Mullis 
Barbara O'Connor 
John O'Neill 
Lois A. Simmons 
Ethel Soudry 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert T. Stone 
James Switzer & Gretchen Laatsch 
Paula & John Troche 
Shirley & Coleman Waite 
Shirley & Tom Waltermire 
Mary Whitmer & Stanley Brandt 
Laurie Zuckerman & Steve Johnson 

CONTRIBUTORS 
($25 - $99) 
Loretta Bower 
Shelley and Daniel Boyle 
George Gauthier 
Karen Greenlee 
Janice Gui 
Emily Ha 
Bart P. Hamilton 
Linda and Verne Heath 
Diane and Orien LeBlanc 
Bill and Sally Manby 
Bruce Mericle 
Joanne Nally 
Harvey Nerhood 
Dr. John & Patty Saks 
Patricia Sattler 
Randall D. Snure 
Elizabeth Walton 
Carol Zeh 

*Denotes Trustee 

COMMUNITY& 
BUSINESS PARTNERS 
Akron Art Museum 
Akron Symphony Orchestra 
Tuesday Musical Association 
Akron Children's Hospital 
GOJO Industries, Inc. 
Nervous Dog Coffee Bar & Roaster 
Pub Bricco 
The Rail 
The City Square Stealthouse 
Custom Calte Creations 
Balte at 350 Bakery 
2 Girls' Cafe & Baltery 
Calte Bites and Other Delights 
ArtsNow/SummitLive365.com 
TheAkroriist 
Akron Life Magazine 
WKSU89.7FM 
1590WAKR 
WNIR 100 FM-The Talk of Akron 
WAPS 91.3 The Summit 
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tue.sday rnupiGa1 
Presenting theftnest . 

Tick!,rts on-line, by phone, at the door $25 I $40 I $451 free tor all students 

330. 761.3460 tuesdayrnusical.org 
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uThere/s a cookie for evtr!:Jovte!'' 
A home-based bakery V1.estfed away 
1" a rair9tale-fike kitche" ill\ Copley. 

ORDER \tlA 
Phone: 330 631~6024 
bake350bakery@gmail.c:om 

DELIVERY ONLY. Minimum $24.00 order flEH.ilded for delivery. 

:f - - - -·-·-IN THE HARRIS FAMILY GALLERY ', 

"Free to Be ...... " 

Artwork created both by high school students and F. Jonathan Kurch,,photographer 

Please enjoy the artwork created by students of Woodridge High School and home-schooled 
students, including LGBT teens and their friends/allies, which embody and/or portray the 
concept of gender identity and gender expression in fine art medium. 

Because the subject matter of January's production, "A Kid Like Jake," dealt with a 
couple's concern about their four year old boy's increasing desire to be more interested 
in "Cinderella than G.I. Joe," I believed that an exhibit featuring artwork by members 
of the LGBT Community would help put the idea of being transgendered into a 
different context. 

All but one of the high school students participating in this exhibit are students of 
Ms. Chelby Benson. She is a K-12 Art Educator and Theater Artistic Director at 
Woodridge High School. For this exhibit she worked in collaboration with Mrs. Susan 
Mongold, the GSA advisor. GSA is the Gay-Straight-Alliance Group for supporting 
LGBT Students and Community. 

"Our students are vety adamant about using the arts to give voice to LGBT teens. I hope 
that the art they turn in will embrace this concept well. Some of the works I've received 
are self-portraits, which shows that these students are just normal teenagers not to be 
feared despite an unpopular sexual orientation," says Ms. Benson. 

F. Jonathan Kurch, whose photography complements the students' work, is also a member 
of the LGBT community. "I hope that something in my work speaks to you. That 
something can be beautiful regardless as to what it started out as, or what it is believed or 
expected to be. That something can be strong, regardless as to how delicate or fragile it 
may appear. That, even though one might feel utterly alone and helpless, there are always 
avenues of support and help waiting for us. We just need to be open to them. And remember, 
take a moment to stop and notice the beauty that is all around us and within us." 

Because all the artists' statements could not be listed here, I hope you will take the time to 
read them, as they will be displayed next to their work. Their passion, sensitivity, and desire 
to communicate is to be applauded. Their work fulfills my hope for this exhibit, which is 
to show people who are transgendered aren't to be feared, ridiculed, or persecuted. 

F. Jonathan Kurch' s work is for sale. He has generously offered to donate a portion of the 
proceeds of all sales to Weathervane. If you wish to make a purchase, please inquire at the 
Box Office or the Gift Shop. Thank you for supporting the arts! 

Marci Paolucci 
Gallety Curator 



A modern day musical love story 

MusicbyJoshua Salzman 

2016/2017 

DIETZ THEATER 

Book and lyrics by Ryan Cunningham 
Orchestrations by Larry Hochman 

Stage Manager 
ASHLEY COLLINS 

Properties Co-Designers 
JAY SIGLER 

JOSHUA LARKIN 

Costume Designer 
JASEN J. SMITH 

Sponsored by 

MARGARET J. DIETZ 

Directed by WILL C. CROSBY 
Musical Direction by JOHN EBNER 

Scenic Co-Designers 
JUSTYN JAYMES 

KATHY KOHL 

Lighting Designer 
WILL C. CROSBY 

Technical Director 
RICHARD MORRIS, JR. 

Assistant Technical Director 
KATHY KOHL 

Master Electrician 
KELLIE ROSSINI 

I LOVE YOU BECAUSE was presented at the National Alliance for Musical Theatre Festival 
of New Musicals in 2005 and is presented through special arrangement with Theatrical Rights Worldwide. 



ABOUT THE PLAY 

I Love You Because is a modern twist on 
Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice, set in 
New York City. A young, uptight greeting 
card writer's life is changed when he 
meets a flighty photographer. Along 
with their eccentric friends and siblings, 
they learn to love each other, not in spite 
of their faults, but because of them. 

ABOUT THE CREATORS 

Joshua Salzman (music) and Ryan 
Cunningham (book and lyrics) are 
Jon a than Larson Award winners as well 
as Drama Desk and MAC Award­
nominated writers. Their Off-Broadway 
musical, I Love You Because, has been 
produced all over the world in five 
languages. Their new musical, Next Thing 
You Know, has been produced at CAP 21 
in New York, across America, and in 
Europe. Their song "Just Not Now" was 
featured on Lauren Kennedy's solo album 
Here and Now. Ryan and Joshua are 
graduates of the NYU graduate musical 
theatre writing program and are 
both members of ASCAP and the 
Dramatist Guild. 

FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

As an artist, I believe that producing 
theatre is an act of leadership. Artists are 
tasked with taking risks, telling stories 
from the perspectives of others, and 
revealing to us all how others might see 
us - what we may look like to the rest 
of the world. By doing so, artists 
participate in the shaping of the culture 
we live within. Often, the most rewarding 
experience in a theatre is one that 
stimulates thought, opens dialogue, and 
initiates conversation. 

Community Theater is an ideal place for 
these compelling stories to take place for 
two reasons. First, because we experience 
these stories with our neighbors, coworkers 
and friends. These are the people who 

share our immediate world, who make 
decisions with us and experience similar 
consequences to the choices made in our 
community. Second, because in the theatre 
there is no channel changing, no pause 
button and no muting. Theater requires 
its audiences to confront and deal with 
the issues, story, characters, circumstances, 
and motivations of others. 

Thank you for sharing this experience 
with us at Weathervane. I'm delighted to 
share this compelling and timely story 
with you ... A story about acceptance. 
I look forward to talking with you after 
the show! 

Melanie YC Pepe, Artistic Director 

Michael Knobloch ..................................................................................................... Austin 

Brooke Lytton ........................................................................................................... Marcy 

Matthew Heppe ............................................................................................................. Jeff 
I .. 

Kyla Williger .............................................................................................................. Diana 

Benjamin Krumreig ..................................................................................... New York Man 

Kaitlyn Harris ........................................................................................ New York Woman 

THANKS TO OUR HARD WORKING VOLUNTEERS 

Many thanks to the dozens of volunteers who have recently contributed time and talents. 

Susan Baker 
Jenny Banker 
Mary Lu Barbour 
Robby Bechtel 
Stacy Bechtel 
Chelby Benson 
Phyllis Berne! 
Devin Berresford 
Melissa Bittner 
Amanda Bouffard 
Loretta Brinton 
DreaBrown 
Steve Brown 
Sue Brown 
Eleanor Campbell 
Chris Capron 
Logan Chapman 
Mike Chapman 
Christina Clackler 
Jeannie Clarkson 

Al Costa 
Pam Costa 
John Coyne 
Cathy Csanyi 
Scott Davis 
Harriet DeVeto 
April Deming 
Dave Deming 
Brandi Eaton 
Jill Forster 
Barry Friedman 
Corina Gaffney 
Dale Gilbert 
Janet Gill 
John Gill 
John Grafton 
Mike Groom 
Heather Halvorson 
Sara Hardesty 
Kaitlyn Harris 

Chuck Hass 
Melanie Hauer 
Linda Heath 
Meg Hopp 
Tracy Jackson 
Sue Jeromson 
Craig Joseph 
Erin Katz Ford 
Ginny Kelleher 
Millie Keyser 
Fran Korman 
Bryson Lambes 
Kevin Lambes 
Joshua Larkin 
David Lee 
John Licatatiso 
Frank Lucas 
Joanna Mack 
Tom Marshall 
Sarah Montgomery 

2 Gitls' C.lfe & Bcikety 
4149 Bridgewater Parkway 
Stow, OH 44224 
330-928-4644 
Hours: Mon-Fri 9-6; Sat 8-2 

Megan Nelson 
Pat Nichols 
Laura Niehaus 
John O'Neill 
Christopher Pepe 
Sterling Perry 
Bess Raines 
Ruth Richardson 
Bev Ricks 
Nancy Schafer 
Cindi Shama 
Jay Sigler 
Susan Sawyer 
Terese Sheffee 
Jasen Smith 
Sue Smith 
Jared Sparks 
Scott Thanasiu 
Verna VanderKooi 
Sean Vollman 

Mention this ad and receive 10% off your order. 



1 CAST BIOGRAPHIES -~ - ------ CREATIVE TEAM BIOGRAPHIES 1 

MICHAEL KNOBLOCH (Austin) 
is thrilled to be returning to 
Weathervane Playhouse in his 
first show in the Dietz Theatre 
with a brilliant cast made up of 
some dear old friends and new 

ones! Recent credits include Cabaret (Victor), 
Jekyll & Hyde (Dr. Henry Jekyll/Edward Hyde), 
Assassins (John Wilkes Booth), Next to Normal 
(Henry), and Peter and the Starcatcher (Boyl 
Peter). Michael is currently pursuing his Acting 
Certification with the Great Lakes Michael 
Chekhov Consortium, and hopes to pursue an 
MFA in Acting in the future. 

BROOKE LYTTON (Marcy) is 
thrilled to be back in the Dietz 
Theatre after playing Claire in 
Ordinary Days last season. She is 
a senior at Kent State University 
studying psychology. Brooke's 

favorite credits include playing Mother in 
Ragtime, the Narrator in Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, the stepsister Joy in 
Cinderella, and an ensemble member in Rent. 
As always, Brooke wants to thank her family 
and friends for their love and support. 

MATTHEW HEPPE (Jeff) is 
thrilled to be appearing in his first 
production with Weathervane. 
Recently, he has been seen in 
A Christmas Carol (Fred/Young 
Ebenezer) at the Canton Players 

Guild Theatre, The Best Man (Dick Jensen) 
with Seat of the Pants Productions, and in 
Songs for a New World with Sima Performing 
Arts Srudio. Some of his favorite credits include 
Avenue Q (Princeton), Sweeney Todd (Tobias), 
Next to Normal (Gabe Goodman), and Little 
Shop of Horrors (Seymour). Matthew is currently 
employed by The Ohio State University at the 
Stark County Extension Office. When he is 
not spending copious amounts of time inside 
a theater, Matthew can typically be found on 
his family's farm in Randolph. "Thank you for 
your support oflive theatre." 

II KYLA WILLIGER (Diana) 
is a S/W/F who enjoys acting 
out the perils of online dating 
on stage more than she enjoys 
living them. Kyla is thrilled to be 
back at Weathervane playhouse 

performing with some of her favorite people. 
She was last seen on Weathervane's stage in 

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. 
Recent roles have included Amy in Company 
at Brecksville Community Theater, Melissa 
in Love Letters at Western Reserve Playhouse 
and Linda in Blood Brothers in Carnation City 
Players. When not at the theater, Kyla 
practices law at Williger Legal Group, makes 
improvements to her home, and laughs with 
her wonderfully supportive family and friends. 

BENJAMIN KRUMREIG (New 
York Man) received his Bachelor 
of Music from the Baldwin 
Wallace University Conservatory 
of Music. He then received 
his Master of Music from the 

University Of Illinois School Of Music. Well­
versed in opera, operetta, and musical theaq.::, 
Benjamin's roles include George Gibbs in Ned 
Rorern's Our Town, Arcadia in Daniel Cata.n's 
Florencia en el Amazonas, Freddy Eynsford-Hill 
in Lerner and Loewe's My Fair Lady, Fenton 
in Verdi's Falstaff, and Pluto in Offenbach's 
Orpheus in the Underworld, among others. 
Benjamin has frequently performed with The 
Ohio Light Opera. Favorite roles at OLO 
include Rodney Hatch in Weill's One Touch 
of Venus, Charlie Dalrymple in Brigadoon, and 
Nanki-poo in The Mikado. Benjamin currently 
studies voice with Marc Weagraff in Cleveland, 
and Mark Schnaible in New York City. 

KAITLYN HARRIS (New York 
Woman) is very excited to be 
rerurning to Weathervane for 
this amazing show! She was 
most recently seen as April in 
Company and Olive Ostrovsky 

m The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee! Outside of the Theater she owns Maid 
2 Sparkle Cleaning Service and works as a 
Princess for Tiaras and Treasures! You will most 
likely find her as well as the rest of the cast at 
Bricco after the show! (Enjoy!) 

ASHLEY COLLINS (Stage 
Manager) is glad to be back 
with her Weathervane family 
working on this adorable show 
after assistant stage managing 
The Man Who Came to Dinner 

and co-props designing Va:nya and Sonia and 
Masha and Spike last season. She also stage 
managed A Thousand Clowns at Coach House 
this past summer (contrary to popular belief, 
no clowns were involved). "All the love to this 
fantastic cast; you guys rock! And thanks to 
my family for your unending support." 

WILL C. CROSBY (Director) 
Originally from Lakewood, 
Will has worked all over the 
Cleveland area as an actor, 
director, and stage manager. Most 
recently Will was seen as Prince 

Herbert/ Ncit-Dead-Fred in Weathervane's 
production of Monty Python's Spamalot, and 
stage managed this season's You Can't Take It 
With You. Other notable roles include Smee in 
Peter and the Starcatcher (Weathervane), Nicely 
Nicely Johnson in Guys and Dolls (Olmsted 
Performing Arts), William Barfee in The 
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 
(Huntington Playhouse) and the Cowardly 
Lion in The Wizard of Oz (CAMEO.) Will has 
worked as the Director of the Garfield Middle 
School drama program in Lakewood, and 
has directed for the 2016 BxJO TheaterFest at 
Weathervane and Company in Independence. 

JOHN EBNER (Musical Director) 
has worked extensively as a 
keyboardist, musical director, and 
accompanist for the Carousel 
Dinner Theater, Coach House 
Theatre, Ohio Shakespeare 

Festival, Players Guild of Canton, Theatre 
8:15, Voices of Canton, Weathervane 
Playhouse, and Western Reserve Playhouse. He 
retired from teaching music after 33 years, but 
continues to work with schools in Stark and 
Summit counties. John has had some great 
opportunities over the years including working 
with Arthur Fiedler and Paul Williams as well 
as performing at Cleveland's House of Blues. 
He has won four Chanticleers and a YACTA 
for his work at the Weathervane. He has also 
done commercial work with the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. He has a Master of Music in Education 
from The University of Akron and is a member 
of the American Federation of Musicians and 
Ohio Music Educators Association. 

JOSHUA LARKIN (Properties 
Co-Designer) has previously 
worked with Weathervane 
Playhouse in numerous roles, 
but here .. serves for the first 
time as a properties designer. 

He has previously worked behind the scenes 
on Weathervane's recent production of The 
Santa/and Diaries, and as a director during the 
2016 SxlO TheatreFest. A native of Dover, 
OH, Joshua has appeared on stage in a number 
of froductions in Eastern Ohio, including The 
25' Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, RED, 
The Drowsy Chaperone, Little Shop of Horrors, You 
Can't Take It With You, and Bye Bye Birdie. 

JUSTYN TYLER JAYMES 
(Scenic Co-Designer) 1s 
Weathervane's Director of 
Development. He is a graduate 
of The University of Akron 
with an M.A. degree in Arts 

Administration and of Kent State University 
with an M.F.A. in Theatre Design. He has 
also been a designer at Slippery Rock University, 
Kent State University, Porthouse Theatre and 
Actors Theatre of Louisville. 

JAY SIGLER (Properties Co­
Designer) is pleased to be back 
on the Weathervane stage. He was 
last seen as Sir Robin in Spamalot. 
He has performed in many shows 
locally and out of state. His 

favorites include Oklahoma! (Will Parker) at 
Weathervane, Forever Plaid (Sparky), Hello, 
Dolly! (Cornelius Hackl), The Drowsy Chaperone 
(Robert Martin) all at Carnation City Players, 
and The Cat in Honk! He also performed in 
the musical revues My Way A Musical Tribute to 
Frank Sinatra at Stow Players and Christmas 
My Way, A Sinatra Holiday Bash at Weathervane. 
He is a teacher at Mogadore High School. Go 
Wildcats! He would like to thank everyone 
involved for malcing this a great show! He 
would also like to thank his friends and family 
who come see him perform and support 
community theater. 

JASEN J. SMITH (Costume 
Designer) joined the Weathervane 
professional staff in August 2008. 
Since then, he's designed costumes 
for dozens of Weathervane 
productions. As a co-designer, 

he and Hedy Jones took home Weathervane's 
Chanticleer Award for best costume design 
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for Man of La Mancha in 2009. He also won 
a Marquee Award from the Youngstown Area 
Community Theatre Association for his work 
on Children of Eden. Elsewhere, his design 
work has been seen on the stages of Porchouse 
Theatre, Case Western Reserve University and 
Ohio Light Opera. 

RICHARD MORRIS, JR. 
(Technical Director) holds a B.A. 
in Scenic and Lighting Design 
from Kent State University. He 
was the Technical Director/ 
Production Manager for Karamu 

House Performing Arts Theatre in Cleveland 
since 1997. H e has designed scenery and 
lighting for over 104 productions and was the 
recipient of the 2011 National Black Theatre 
Festival award for "Outstanding Achievements 
in Scenic Design. " In 2013, he was Keynote 
Speaker at Alabama Scace University on "African 
Americans In Scenic Design." Some of Richard's 
design credits include: Chad Deity, Cut Flowers, 
Ceremonies in Dark Old Men, The Color Purple, 
The Bluest Eye, Gem of the Ocean, Ruined, God's 
Trombones, Yellowman, Caroline or Change, 
Pttr!ie Victorious, Holes, King Headly II, jar the 
Floor, Bee Luther Hatchee, Raisin, The Little 
Tommy Parker Celebrated Colored Minstrel 
Show, Riff Raff, jelly's Last jam, Steal Away and 
The Tap Dance Kid. For Ensemble Theatre: 
The Rabbit Foot, Later Life, and Meetings on 
the Porch. For Oberlin College Theatre: Blade to 

the Heat and Omnium Gatherum, and TopDogl 
UnderDog. Oberlin Lighting Design credits 
include: Ma Rainey's Black Bottom, Macbeth, 
The Compromise, and Death of a Salesman. For 
Rabbit Run Theatre: Enchanted April, Ragtime, 
and Cemetery Club. For Weathervane Playhouse: 
Little Shop of Horrors, Clybourne Park, Seven 
Guitars and Mr. Rickey Calls a Meeting. 

KATHY KOHL (Assistant 
Technical Director, Scenic 
Co-Designer) holds a degree 
in elementary education from 
Bowling Green Scace University 
and a masters degree in business 

management from Aurora University. She began 
her cheater career at Weathervane as a volunteer 
on many lighting, set construction and props 
crews, joining the professional staff in 2002. She 
also served for seven years as master painter for 
the theater department at Firestone High School. 
Most recently, she was scenic co-designer for 
our productions of Vanya and Sonia and Masha 
and Spike and Money Python's Spamalot. In 
2015, she was a recipient of the Trustee Award 
and holds three Chanticleer awards for her 
properties designs for Enchanted April, The Sisters 
Rosensweig, and The Philadelphia Story. She 
lives with her husband, Doug, in West Akron 
where they raised their three children. When 
not at Weathervane, she very much enjoys being 
"Ornrn ie" to Parker, Fiona, Beckett and Maisie. 

65 flavors of cake bites 
chocolate-covered Oreos with custom edible imagery 
caramel t peanut butter chocolate-covered pretzels 
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Knowledgeable & 
Caring Groomers 

with Over 38 Years 
Combined Experience 

Visit Our Boutique 
for Unique Pel 

Apparel, Toys, and 
Pet Care Items 

330-869-4660 
1834 Merriman Rd. 
Akron, OH 44313 

OhioPetVet .com 

W~LSHJESUIT 
HIGH SCHOOL 

"Men and Women 
£or Others" 

Founded in 1964, we are a four year co-educa­
tional college preparatory school rooted in the 
Jesuit tradition - a tradition that is essential to 
our success in cultivating graduates who are 
religious, loving, intellectually competent, 

open to growth, and committed to doing 

L ; 

Far information regarding entrance exams, 
student visitations, private tours, family open houses, 

and financial aid, please contact: 

Mr. Rob Eubank '85, Director of Admissions 
330.929.4205, ext 103 

eubanla@walshjesuitorg A.M.D.G. 

4550 Wyoga Lake Road, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44224 

www.walshjesuit.org 
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Auto I Home I Life 

Protection for the most 
important things in your life. 

Call 1-877-724-8069 for a free quote, 
or visit us at 111 W. Center St. in Downtown Akron. 
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I ~~ FAMOUS IN AKRON 
SINCE 1949 

lui isrestaurant. 
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SAT 3PM-2AM SUN 3PM-12AM 

(330) 253-2999 
105 N. Main Street 

Offering classes in 

Dance - Drama - Instrumental - Piano 
Steel Drums - Visual Art - Vocal 

~ILL■D,OUTH 
m oo t fOR TH[ VIS UAl ANO P[R fORMING ARTS 

1055 East Avenue - Akron, OH 44307 - 330-761-1765 

VISION STATEMENT 
To cultivate educational excellence 

within an integrated arts and academic learning environment 



Additional credits 

• Musicians 
John Ebner 
Mick Shaull 

Costume Inventory Volunteers 
Joanna Mack 
Diane Geul 
Linda Jarvis 

Yvonne Chapman 
Melanie Hauer 

Costume Construction 
Pat Nichols 

Millie Keyser 

Run Crew 
JJ McAdams 

Logan Chapman 

Set Construction 
Ralph Cooley 

David Deming 
Dale Gilbert 
Tom Marchal 

New York-themed photography for sale in the gift shop courtesy of 
Aimee Lambes photography 
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