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~AKRON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

ALSO SPRACH TICKETS:

ZARATHUSTRA kronsymphony.org

MARCH16 & PM

"THE LESS ART
KIDS GET, THE
IT SHOWS.

OR MORE,

¢ . pactitipate in the arts for at feast
tfires hotrs on threa days each week throtgh-at least
one full year are:
4 times more likely to be recognized for
academic achievement
3-times more likely to be elected to class
office within. their schools
4 times. more likely to participate in a math
and science Fair
3 times morelikely to win an.award for
schoel attondaitce
4-times nove likelyto wirnan award for
writing an essay or poem

GET INVOLVED

wwww.americansforthearis,org/public_nwareness

From the “barn” to Copley Road to the Valley ...

Weathervane Community Playhouse began its run in 1935, Four artistically talented Woman’s Ciry
Club members—Grace Hower Crawford, Muriel MacLachlan, Laurine Schwan, Helen T'roesch—
and a core of charter members rented the empty carriage house belonging o Akron’s Senator
Charles Dick. Their goal was to present a wide spectrum. of plays: classics, dramas, comedies, new
works—even opera~with casting open to anyone who fit a part.

The women chose a carnival as their fundraiser to start paying the rent. Despite a drenching
downpour, they raised $60. They named their space “Weathetvane” after the rooster on the barn’s
cupola. After cleaning their new hoine, scrounging for seats, a curtain and a coffee pot, Weathervane
opened its first season, During that summer of 1933, the group presented seven fully costumed
and staged plays. In 1936, Muriel MacLachlan, with the other founders, offered classes to
children and adults, beginning a tradition that has become today’s Education Department.
In 1938, a Women's Board was formed to offer volunceer financial assistance. This group is now the
Volunteer Guild.

The “barn” was home uncil it was sold. In 1951 the Playhouse purchased a cement block
building ac 1474 Copley Road and renovared it for a theater with seating capacity of 125, The
all-volunteer organization hired its first employee, Nora Scotr, as custodian/ticket manaper. Actyal
management of the Playhouse was handled by the Operating Board, which reported to the Board
of Trustees, Because directors were becoming scarce, the Board hired Bob Belfance as full-time
Manager/Director. He held the position from 1961-1969 and from 1974-1992, During the Copley
Road days, plays were presented six days a week, Because of their popularity, not everyone who
wanted to see a show could be accommodated. A new home was planned.

During the 1960s, the membership’s plans came together in June 1970 with the opening of
Dark of the Moon hete on Weathervane Lane. Longtime friend and founder Grace Hower Crawford
died in 1971, remembering the Playhouse in her will. Her money enabled the Board to pare down
the mortgage and set up an Endowment Fund. The last mortgage payment was made in 1574
through a contribution of the Women’s Board, Three major additions followed: these included
first-floor restrooms, classrooms, a cestume shop, fly gallery and elevator. The former scene shop
became the John L. Dietz Theater/Classroom in 2005 and the lobby project was completed in 2009
in time for the opening of the 75" season. Weathervane is proud to celebrate its 84™ season.

MISSION STATEMENT
To enrich quality of life and engage the community through theatre and education.
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PART OF A

BALANCED MORNING.

Wake up with WKSU. Start your morning
with WXSU as your wake-up alarm.

Listen to our balanced news and NPR
programming as part of your morning routine.

wksu

S9.7
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2018-2019 Board of Trustees

WEATHERVANE BOARDS AND STAFF

Executive Committee Trustees
President vovemuennenmmiensereereenerees Ap?i[ Deming  Dat Arnehng Joe Geiger
First Vice President....... ceeeres Williarm Kist . Kathy Ashcrofi [an Haberman
Second Vice President... <o..Mary Kay Finn  PBrank Castorena Diane Johnson
Secretary.... «Lisa Armstrong Mike Chapman Coco Mayer
TrEaSUIEr et conirein e David Bird  Wendy Cooley Eileen Moushey
Trustee-at-Large u.owinnn Debbie Shama-Davis  Jaqueline DeBose Nancy Schaffer

Dick Ellison Dean Uher

Barry Fricdman Alex VanAllen

Diane Geiger Ali Whitley
2018-2019 Volunteer Guild
Executive Board
President ....coovceeeeensccenvernnerni Naney M. Schafer  Treasurer i Helen Vars
Vice President ..coucrinnnniinnnciinn. Bewerly Ricks  Member-ac-Large oo, Busnny Lacey

Correspondent Secretary .oooerinns Bess Raines
Weathervane Staff

Melanie YC Pepe...niirmiiennn. Chief Executive/

Avtistic Director

Joshua T', Tarkin ....oceevenerncnne. Business Manager

Fred Gloor w.voeeiiveevenrecnnnenn Associate Artistic/

Marketing Direcior

Keith Campbell...cooccoviiiiiiiiiiinnn, Director of

Audience Development

Justyn Jaymes oo Director of Development

Richard Morris, It, covvieeenenn, Technical Director/

Resident Scenic Designer

Kathy Kohl .........
Jasen J. Smith...........

Kira Brown ...,

Kellie Rossini .
Nangy Humes ...
Scott K. Davis...,

Lauren Sprowls ...

Kim Shores.........

Chuck Hatcher ...

..... Assistant Technical Director
. Resident Costume Designer/

Costume Shop Manager
........................ Costume Intern
veunnn. Muster Blectrician
....... Adminisirative Associate
Coordinarer of Volunteers

. .. Bducation Dirvector

.................. Bookkeeper

.......... House Sound Technician

For an Enjoyable Theater Experience
PLEASE:

* Turn OFF your cell phone because even silenced calls and text messages interfere
with the sound system backstage, on stage, and throughout the theater,

* Be sure your cell phone is turned off again after intermission when appropriate.

+ Ifyou are using an Assistive Listening headset, please turn off your hearing aids to

avoid feedback.

* NO PHOTOS or VIDEQ inside the theater or recording of the show in any way.
* Food and drinks are petmitted in the auditorium, but please consume them quietly
our of respect to your fellow audience members and performers.

FOR YOUR SAFETY:

* Please remain seated until the house lights have come up at Intermission and after the curtain call.
* NOTE: in case of an emergency in which the petformance cannot continue,
Calamity Vouchers will be issued for a future performance.

WEATLERVANLE PLAYHOUSE 7




DIAMGND

($7,500 8 ABOVE)

The Estate of Vaughn Austin

Clear Gold Andio and Lighting

The Mary S, and David C. Corbin
Foundation

Mary and Dr. Goerge L. Demetros
Charitable Trust

Margaret J. Dietz

GAR Foundacion

The John A, McAlonan Fund of the
Akron Community Foundation

The Ohio Ares Conncil

Roush Memorial Fund of the Akron
Community Foundation

Jean P, Stevens Fund of the Akron
Community Foundation

PLATINUM

(41,000 - $7,499)

Mary and David* Bird

April* and David Deming

Bill and Eileen DeWood
Mary Kay* and Terrence inn
Helen Davison Fleming

James and Maureen Kovach
Thonas and Shelley Koutmnik
In Memory of Patricia Obenour
Christopher and Melanie Pepe
Michael Russell

Dr. Aileen Thong

GOLD

($300 - §999)

Steve and Sophie Albrecht

Lisa Armstrong*

Rollie and Maty Baver
Richard* and Mary Beth Lllison
Fred and Sharon Gloar

Tan Haberman*

David Jesse

Meg and Steve Hopp

Jim Hetvath

Dave and Bernadette Pucis Mann
Darwin Steele

Roger Read

Dcan and Shellie Uher

Franlk and Helen Vart

i SILVER

(3250 - $499)

Kathleen Asheroft*

Mark and Sandy Auburn
Mary Ann and Doug Bell
Judi and Scott Dalton
Gail Cheslack

Steve and Debbie® Davis
Barry Friedman

Diane® and Joe* Geiger
Roy and Mary Hartz

Jay Hershey

Drs. Charles and Sumru Johnson
1] and Rick Kimble
Douglas and Kathy Kehl
James M. Miller

Martha Mazak

THERVANE

OUR GENEROUS DONORS

Nerwork for Good
Dr. Al and Judy Nicely
Jo Ann Celschlager
Steven Schinidt
Marls and Vickie Sirmmons
Sarah Steiner
Sue Smich
Alexandra VanAllen*
Sean Vollman,
Seat Label for

Bmily Audta Fleishcher
Scott Whitney
Mary Wolfman

PATRON
($150 - $249)
Anonymous
Tom Abdoc
Pat Ameling®
Lynn and Charles Asente
Jane Bond
Dantel and Shelley Boyle
Prank Castorena*
Milee Chapman®
Doug and Kelli Conway
Ralph and Wendy* Cooley
Catherine and George Csanyl
Mona Gibson
Kenneth Hardman
Bill and Judy Holder
Diane M. Johnson*
Sally Kandel
William* and Stephanie Kist
Keith Klafchn,
Dede Klein
Richard and Judy Kotick
Patricia Marmaduke
Loren Mayer
Rob McElwee and
Kim Gloor McElwee
TJo McGarvey
Sophia Morton
Sheila Motter
Bileen* and Stephen Moushey
John ONEeill
Susan Pardee
Ted and Lucy Randles
Todd and Diane Rasenberg
Richard Shitey
Tom Stephan
Robert Strother
Tom and Shirley Waltermire
Alasandra Whitley*
Justin Williams
Karen Wood

SUSTAINING

($100 - $149)

Mark Allio

Robert Dague

Kristabeth Balchak and Rob Boxler
Ted and Jenny Banker

Winnie Brown

Robert Dague

Rebecca DeBolt

Frances E. Fischer

Denations as of January 1, 2015

Barry Friedman®

Gloria Gooden

Kay Hine ;
Sally Kandel ;
John Kurtz :
Margaret McDowell Lloyd

Tim and Drenise Larkin

Robert Logan

Barbara O'Conner

TJennifer O'Neill

Donna and"Glenn Otr

Glenn A, Jr. and Donna L. O
Mikki Rafferty

Ted and Lucy Randles

Randall D. Snure

Kimberly Stec

Rochelle Stone

Jamtes Switzer and Gretchen Laatsch
John and Paula Troche
Weathervane Volunteer Guild

Sarzh Wright

CONTRIBUTORS

($25 - $99)

Lynn and Chuck Asente

Mary Lu Barbour

Tiffany Bird

Tim and Tracy Bott

Lotetta Dower

Elizabeth Butler

Keith Gampbell

Chris Capron

Rachael Carnes

Fletcher and Donna Carroll
Toren Brung and Jeannie Clarkson
Delozes Clay

Alan and Pamela Costa

Scott Davis

Laura Dalan (Yeager)

Richard and Shelley Duxbury
Dizna Finles

Art and Family Garfield

Paige Giannetti

Charles and Susan Gaslsill

Joan Gorant

Merna Green

Richard and Alice Gross

FJ Hartland

Linda Heath

Timothy and Patricia Jolly 1
Millie Keyser ’
Richard and Shitley Kies

Alan Klesh

Josh Larkin

Gay Letzer

Janet Lutkus

Chris Lydic

David Muniak

Melissa McGinnes

Melinda Mcllroy

Lois Murray

Megan Nelson !
Kathleen Alello Novak

David Pulay

Thelma A, and Joseph F. Rapotec
Reverend Keith and Diane Rasey

Don and Glenna Simmons

Sue Smith

Robert Strother

Helen Vari

Christ Wah

Sue Wallin

Brandi Faton and Brian Westerley
Micah Willlam

David and Margaret Yeager

*Denotes Trustee

IN MEMORY OF
DOROTHY KIES
Karen Burridge

Dolores Clay

Doug and Kelli Conway
Ralph and Wendy Cooley
Laura Dolan

Helen Davison Lleming
Chatles and Susan Gaskill

IN MEMORY OF

CONNIE VELOTTA
Weathervane Volunteer Guild
Helen Davison Fleming

IN MEMORY OF
DANIEL ZENO

Bath Township

Elizabeth Butler

Ralph and Wendy Cooley
Helen Davison Fleming
Art and Family Garlield

Joan Gorant

IN MEMORY OF
FREDERICK R. DIETZ
Helen Davison lleming

IN MEMORY OF

PATRICIA OBENOUR

Ian and Marta Williger Oppenheim
"The Weathervane Volunteer Guild

OQUR GENEROUS DONORS

IN MEMORY OF
RICHARD LUND
Susan Pinne
Robert O'Neill
Karen Burridge

IN HONOR OF
SCOTT FERRALL
Jeifrey Kunsman

IN HONOR OF
MARGARET DIETZ
Susan Pardee

Would you like to appear on
our donor page? You can use this
QR code to make a donation
to Weathervane Playhouse
via PayPal.

Kenaeih Keith and Family
Richard Kies Family

Gay Letzler

Barbara O’Connor

Pauricia and John Saks

Bonnic and Steve Wachter

The Weathervane Yolunteer Guild
David ane Matgater Yeager

Danaiions as of January I, 2019

Donations of goods and services make a difference for Weathervane Playhouse.
By donating items on our wish list you can help Weathervane
enhance artistic programming,.

Below is a list of items currently needed at Weathervane,

* New HD Digital Camera for Marketing {$600)
« Internship for an Arts Administration/Edncation/Design student ($1,000)
* Landscape Beautification Project for Weathervane's pado ($1,500)
* Backstage spealeer monitors for the stage ($2,000)
s Orchestra monitors and sound support ($3,000}
* Projector system for the stage ($5,000}
* Website re-design ($5,000}
» Upright Yamaha Piano ($6,000)
* New Clearcom system for backstage/greenroom/dressing roems/stage manager’s booth (87,000)
* Naming the new concessions atca and re-designing for food/duink service ($10,000)
Weathervane is abways looking for IPads and IPhones.
Consider donating your old phone or tablet to Weathervane,

*For more information contact Melanie at mycp@weathervaneplayhouse.com | 330.836.2626

Weathervane Playhouse is a 501{c)(3) non-profit erpanization.
Denations are deducible as pravided by law.




. _STUDENT THEATRE
" ‘FESTIVAL
: :_.A_pﬂlu 14, 2019

EMILIE:
La Margulse du Chatelet
- . Defends Her Life Tonight

0Oct. 4 - 19, 2018

THE MYSTERV OF
EDWIN DROGD -
Feb. 22 - Marc_hs, 2019_

BFA SENIOR

. : A BIRD...
CHILDREN OF EDEN DANCE CONCERT o “BLANE...
Nov. 2 - 71, 2018 STUDENT DANCE . = IT’S.SUPERMAN®
FESTIVAL Producad in partnarshlp with

DANCE "18:  The MusicalITheater Project '

TranscenDANCE
Nov. 30 - Dec. 2, 2018

March 15 ~ 17, 2019

KENT DANCE
ENSEMBLE
April 5 -7, 2019

CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS-. H
1325 Theatre Dr. | Kent, OH 44242 Ve )

69 flavors of cake hites
chocolate-covered Oreos with custom edible imagery
caramel & peanut butter chocolate-covered pretzels .

with colora. and i images cusbomized for. gzm.’
@ www.cakebifesandotherdelights.com ({330 670-8241
B4 cakebitesandotherdelights@qmail.com @ Cake Bites & Othor Delights

a delightin everyhite

B arbo:_'(iay.urg
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IN THE HARRIS FAMILY GALLERY

In the Harris Family Gallery
Dolores “Dee” Parker Morgan
Local and Internationally Acclaimed Jazz Vocalist

Dolores “Dee” Patker Morgan and Billie Holiday had one thing in common. Both were
internationally acclaimed jazz vocalists. Fortunacely, unlike Billie, Dee Morgan was not

trouhled by the demons that beset Ms. Holiday.

I thought a tribute to Dee would complement the current production, “Lady Day ac
Emerson’s Bar and Grill” and would also illustrate that talent and fame don’t always lead to
devastating consequences.

Dolores “Dee” Parker Morgan was an exqulsltely beautiful, exceptlonally talented jazz singer
who had heen living and perfmmmg in Northeast Ohio since she moved here in the late
1950, This was after her matriage to E. Gates Morgan, MD, the first African-American
president of the Summit County Medical Society and had a very distinguished career
in medicine.

Her early professional career included singing with the Fletcher Henderson Band, with
Barl “Fatha” Hines, and most importantly, the brilliant Duke Ellington. In 1993, Dee was
honored by the Smithsonian Museum of American History as one of the five surviving
female vocalists of the Duke Ellington Orchestra.

She also performed at the famous Apollo Theatre, had engagements in London, England,
Glasgow, Scotland, Patis, France, and worked with Nat “King” Cole. Dee also hosted a
nightly radio talk show and disc-jockey broadcast from the Palm Cafe in New York, and
appeated in movies and stage productions. On a personal note, my late husband, Roland
Paolucci, had her perform with the Cleveland Jazz Orchestra on several occasions when he
was their musical director. He also accompanied her in other performances and venues.

Before martying Dr. Gates Morgan, Dee was briefly engaged to the famous prize fighter,
Joe Louis.

After moving here, she did not perform on a full-time basis. She turned her attention
to family and to civic volunteerism. Her daughter is now Dr. Melodie Morgan-Minot, a
psychiatrist, married to Dr. Howard Minot, a urologist. Over the years, Dolores contributed
her time, talent and energy to, among others, the Akron Symphony, the Akren Arc Museum,
Ohio Ballet, E.J. Thomas Hall, the Cleveland Jazz Orchestra, and the Visiting Nurse
Association. She also served as President of the Medical Auxiliary of the Summit County
Medical Society, the Cascade Locks Parks Association and The Dolores Parker Mozgan
Endowment for the School of Music at Kent State University.

Daolores Dee Parker Morgan passed away December, 17, 2018, She was 99 years old. I have
tried to include as much material as possible to give everyone a sense of the scope of this
remarkable woman'’s life. She is to be treasuted by us all.

Marci Paolucci,
Gallery Curator

WEATHLRVANE PLAYDOUSE 11




P'rOUdIy'Su pporting

Weathervane
“Playhouse

- 330.835.9910
www.ClearGoldAudio.com

Find us on

facebook

2 Gitls' Cafe & Bakery
4149 Bridgewsater Parkway
Stow, OH 44224
330-928-4644

Hours: Mon-Fri 9-6; Sat 8-2

A Mention this ad and receive 10% off your order.

Sk
Nestoide

TS Y ' 2303 W, Market St. » Akron 44313 « (330) 8364101
; westsidebakery@sbeglobal, net
thewestsidebalcery.com

Award-winning, locally-owned bakery!

Custem Cakes » Pastries « Cookiss * Scones ¢
Cupceales « Salads « Wraps » Sandwiches « Soups & More

Making Memories Sweeter
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THANKS TO OUR HARD-WORKING VOLUNTEERS

Many thanks to the dozens of volunteers who have recently contributed time and talents.

Jennifer Abdoo
Natalic Abdoo
Gla Abucejo
Jonathan Abuceje
Par Ameling
Lisa Armstrong
Kathy Ashcroft
Ttudy Bachmann
Jonas Baird
Josh Baird

Kelly Baird
Laura Baird
Lilah Baixd
Micah Baird
Rebecca Baird
Mary Barbour
Phyllis Bernel
Alexa Bird
David Bird
Jackson Bird
Makenna Bird
Tiffany Bird
Jeff Bixby

Jay Boughner
Lia Bovinet
Angela Bozic
Bob Brauning
Laura Brogan
Drea Brown
Kira Brown
Aiden Brueck
Kimberly Brueck
Judah Callahan
Chris Capron
Vanessa Carter
Amira Cassady
Frank Castorena
Logan Chapman
Mike Chapman
Lucas Cinko
Mary Clancy

Jeannie Clarkson
Anna Clawson
Steve Clawson
Emily Cond
Wendy Cooley
Scote K. Davis
Susan Davis
April Deming
Dave Deming
Jaequline Debose
Harriet DeVeto
Phoebe Dix
Susie Dix

Tonya Duus
Abgail Ellis
Richard Ellison
Matthew Engle
Olivia Barrell
Mary Finn

Barry Friedman
Noah Gartelman
Diane Geiger
Joe Geiger
Monna Gibson
Dale Gilbert
Lisa Goldstein
Averie Good
Casey Ha

Tan Haberman
Constance Hairston
Kenneth Hardman
Geraldine S. Harris
James Hassan
Nicole Hassan
Melanie Hauer
Hannah Herraiz
Michael Hines
Meg Hopp
Joseph Bunter
Lindsay Ibes
Michael Jalbert

Nathan Jarusz
Bonita Jenkins
Diane Johnson
Hanna Kancherla
Allen Kelly

Sally Kelly

Millie Keyser
William Kist
Beth Kitchen

Al Klesh

Allison Kump
Rocky Kunz
Sarah Lavender Nees
Kaylee Lhotsky
Abigail Lyman
Joanna Mack
Kailyn Mack
Mary Mahoney
Gina Marafiote
Connor Mast
Coco Mayer
Connor McFalls
Kyle McFalls
Taura McTalls
Annie Mcllroy
Delisa Medlea
Jonathan Merechant
Jade Mongold
Susan Mongold
William Morgan
Eileen Moushey
Megan Nelson
Laura Niehaus
David Obney
John O'Neill
Jada-Lynn Pledger
Bess Raines
Carmen-Mariah Rey
Ruth Richardson
Beverly Ricks
James Rizopulos

Pat Roberteli-Hudson
Mary Rohrer
Susan Roverst
Katie Rowland
Tabitha Rox
Kaya Sandel
Lori Sandel
Ketry Scanlen
Nancy Schafer
Prophet D. Seay
Corin B. Self
Cindi Shama
Linda Shaw
Therese Sheffer
Jodan Shores
Chris Simmons
Sue Smith
Kay Starr
Logan Soland
Prudence Stephenson
Lauren Nicole
Sturdivant
Elle Swoope
Lynn Swoope
Christian Thomas
Danita Thomas
John Thomas
Hazen Tobar
Bryan Tutwiley
Bianca Tyus
Dean Uher
Alexandra VanAllen
Maggie Vollman
Sara Vollman
Sean Vollman
Oscar Waters
Alf Whitley
Frances Whitley
Kodee Williaims

Katleen Zion

For volunteer hours worked during December, 2018
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For over 80 year% and more
than 700 prodluctlons |
Weathervane' Playhouse has
entertained our community with
high quality Ilve theater. It has
been a place for people of all
backgrounds to experience and
appreciate live theater onstage,
backstage or in the audience.

We are proud to be associated

with Weathervane Playhouse.

News o Talk « Sports

> : :
N\, Weathervane Playhouse
p'resents

201872019
MAINSTAGE SERIES

DREAMGIRLS

A Musical

ook and yics by 10M Eyen  wmusicry Henry Krieger

Original Broadway Production Directed and Choreographed by Michael Bennett
Orchestrations by Harold Wheeler
Produced on Broadway by :
Michae! Bennett, Robert Avian, Geffen Records and The Shubert Organization

Directed by RICHARD MORRIS, JR.
Musical Direction by ET} RILEY
Choreographed by NEHEMIAH SPENCER

Stage Manager Scenic Designer/ Technical Direcior Costume Designer
JASON BRYAN MAURER RICHARD MORRIS, IR, JASEN 3, SMITH
Asslstant Stage Manager Lighting Designer Assistant Tachnical Director
LOGAN CHAPMEAN ROB PECK KATHY KOHL
Properties Co-Designers Saund Designer Master Eleciriclan
PAMELA PARKS COSTA CHRISTOPHER PEFE KELLIE ROSSINI

ALAN COSTA

DREAMGIRLS is presented by arangement with is presented by amangement with TAMS-WITMARK
wiwtamswitmark,com




ABOUT THE SHOW AND THE CREATORS

TOM EYEN {Book) was born on August 14, 1940 in Cambridge, Ohio, as Tom Lee Eyen.
He was a writer, known for Dreamgirls (1981) and Mary Hartman, Mary Hartman (1976).
He won Broadway’s 1982 Tony Award as Best Book (Musical) for Dreamgirls. He was also
nominated for the same show as Best Score, his lyrics with music by Henry Krieger. He
died on May 26, 1991 in Palm Beach, Florida, USA.

HENRY KRIEGER (Music) was born in New York City as a member of the post-World
War Il Baby Boomets generation. Henry grew up in Westchester County, and attended
Scarborough Country Day School, which had a theatre that was a replica of the Helen
Hayes Theatre and whete he played in Gilbert and Sullivan’s lolanthe and Ruddigore. Henry
was known to occasionally miss 2 day of school to take the train to 125th Street with an
accomplice to see his favorite performers at the Apollo Theatre,

While still in his twenties, Henry began compasing for Off-Off-Broadway. Soan,
collaborations with Tom Eyen and Broadway director/producer/choreographer Michael
Bennett led to a workshop production of what was originally entitled Big Dreams. After
several workshops, numerous rewrites an out-of-town tryout in Boston, Dreamgirls came
t0 Broadway in 1981 and was nominated for thirteen Tony Awards (including Best Score)
— winning six. One song, And I Am Telling You Iin Not Going became a top hit, and
others became popular as well. Mr. Krleger also composed the scores to The Tip Dance Kid,
(1983-85) with Robert Lorick and the acclaimed Side Show, {1997-98), wricten with Bill
Russell and directed and choreographed by Robert Longbottom.

16" 4 RATEERVANE DLAYILOWSE

CAS'T LIST

Curtis Taylor Jr i STV U RRYON MARTIN RAWLS
I2CE0A JONES 1irreririciniiriesnineesneesreebaesse s st esn s sn s ssn s sreees LAUREN STURDIVANT
L01ell RODINSON. ...oi e ettt s et eene s bt aessaeesaren RAVEN PLATTS
Effie Melody WHICE .vvmrr et e DELISA MEDLEA
L U EROPRS KODEE WILLIAMS
Jimmy (James Thunder) Barly ..o, JONATHAN MERECHANT
Michelle MOLTIS . ccvieeeee it ceiri e e ae s s ne s e sae s e BONITA JENKINS
MATEY oottt TYMIR HAMMOCK
SEPP SISLELS 1uvrerririmreeises s ssisesrer e sresss sy BONITA JENKINS, BIANCA TYUS
Chatlene .....ooieeiciciieciis i e sre s enesrn s sse s e esnenes RANTEA THOMPSON
JOAM L1t sererere s bbbt s s GABRIELLE GONZALES
MC {(Apollo Theatre),
Mr. Morgan (Bffie’s Lawyer) ..o, ANTHONY HARRIS, Jr.
Tiny Joe DERONciiecreesnss i s s A. HARRIS BROWN
Wayne (Record Producer), Catl (Night Club Pianist),
Stage Manager ..o s s OSCAR WATERS
Frank (Press AZEnt) ... e ISAAC HAAS
Jerry Notman {Night Club Owner), Security Guard .o, PROPHET SEAY
Edna Burke {(Applause Reader) v CALA HENDERSON
Diwight (TV IHIECtor) v seaese s ANTHONY HARRIS, J1.
Little Albert and the Tri Tones.....cocoiveneveecvinnnnn, OSCAR WATERS, PROPHET SEAY,
KYM WILLIAM, OSCAR WATERS
James Farly Band ...oooovrvvciveeciniinns ANTHONY HARRIS, Jr.,, CALA HENDERSON,
RANTEA THOMPSON, TAYLOR NICOLE BRYAN,
GINA MARAFIOTE
SWEEtREAITS. oo ivivere v eversverreserrainrerrveesrens TAYLOR NICOLE BRYAN, GINA MARAFIOTE
Tiedos...ieniiiriianns PROPHET SEAY, ANTHONY HARRIS, Jr., KYM WILLTIAMS
Les Styles........... CARMEN-MARIAH REY, BIANCA TYUS, GABRIELLE GONZALES
Ensemble..ioovrivriinnens PROPHET SEAY, OSCAR WATERS, CARMEN-MARIAH REY,

TYMIR HAMMOCK, ANTHONY HARRIS, GINA MARARIOTE,

BIANCA TYUS, GABRIELLE GONZALES, ISAAC HAAS,

RANTEA THOMPSON, KYM WILLIAMS, TAYLOR NICOLE BRYAN

SEEPD SISELS ovvrrreruernrmreresssesssmssnsresooeeesssssesas KAILYN MACK, CARMEN-MARIAH REY,
BONITA JENKINS, BYANCA TYUS

Spccial thanks to

w"“’“‘m
=\__/4=
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SETTING

ACT I - THE FARLY 1960s
SCEIE 1 orrreriireeerereeaeesssisonsesersnesseesssameseseassesseebemetaeeshessbbmmntesasesseeeanssmres The Apollo Theatre
SCENE 2 toiiinrrrsere e On The Road Limbo, Three Months Later Recording Studio
SEBIIE B oiiiiriinicinsi e s Recording Studio
SOEIIE Ao e e et ie ek b s b e e e S b e R et s ds et st s Limbo
SCENE 5. e Limbo Into Hotel Banquet Room (Birthday Party)
e 1T T SO ST Miami Beach
SCENE 7 vttt e A Dressing Room, Atlantic Hotel, Miami Beach
SCEIE 8. orriirvriirierrrisiesirreseserteesrteeeaseeeetee e e tbeessbnssennte s eaeens Cleveland, The Crystal Room
TS oY= J OO URUORP A Teleyision Studio
SCENE 10 ittt ciiir it sentisat s s st s e vab e s e e e s b e re e e e San Francisco, Fairmont Hotel
SCENE L1 eiiireeirreies it e e eeaba b e st ataa s e s es st ae s b abna s Las Vegas, A Dressing Room
R ToT3 4 L= /S USSR The Performance
ACT II - THE FARLY 1970s
SCENE Lorvis it e s Las Vegas, Hilton Hotel
SOBIE 2ttt et bbb A Chicago Nightclub
SCOME Burirriiisin i Vogue Magazine Photo Call
SCENE Ao vivvriieieesiveeeriiisessersessssstrsssesesnesessasseesaneasnsseseesns National Democratic Fund Raiser
SCEIE Srriiriicisinncim s s Chicago, Recording Studio
5CEME Guiviiiiiiicnii i Los Angeles
SBIE 7 .o e e e et e e e e kAt eedb etk A e e h e e e A b g et s e bt es Chicago
L (1=« FOUTRN U OR New York

EXEXNEA There's a cookie for everyone!”

RNV A home-based bakery nestled away
Bake it | K faivytale-like kitchen in Copley.

ORDERVIA
Phone: 330 631-6024
Ernall: bake350hakery@gmall.com
DELIVERY ONLY. Minimum $24.00 order needead for delivery.

MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT I
P'm Looking for Something, Baby.......... Stepp Sisters (4), Charlene, Joann, Marty, Curtis,
Little Albert & The Tru-Tones,
C.C., Effie, Deena & Lorrell
Ti7y J0& DIXOM v covvecece ettt s Tiny Joe Dixon
Maove (You're Steppin’ On My Heart ..o, Effie, Deena & Lorrell
Fatke Your Way o the TP covvveiiiiviinnvicinies e, Timmy, Effie, Deena & Lorrell
Cadiline CRY ovevoeeeeeenrenrceenceneneens Curtis, C.C., Jimmy, Marty & The Band (6 men)
On the Road - Cadillac Car.......ooocviiiiiiiiiiniencssnnssaeeen s C.C., Jimmy, Marty, Effie,
Deena, Lorrel! & Ensemble
Movin' Out/Recording Studio.viioieiiiirninn, Jimmy, Effie, Deena, Lotrell & Ensemble
Cadillac Car - A La Pat Boone.......c.cooeeernrinnnnns Dave & sweethearts (2) & Offstage Voices
Steppin’ to the Bad Sidle oovvvvevereieeneiiiiiiiiiiiin Curtis, C.C., Jimmy, Wayne, Effie,
Deena, Locrell & Ensemble
Party-Party ..o, Curtis, C.C., Jimmy, Effie, Lotrell & Ensemble
Baby Baby.eeevcomrecerivinerrcce it Jimmy, Effie, Deena, Lotrell & Ensemble
Family oo Jimmy, C.C., Curtis, Effie, Deena & Lorrell
DIFEGMZIPS coovviiericiiisic s s Deena, Effic & Lorrell
REPOTLETS .ot s Deena, Effie, Lorrell & Ensemble
HE@UY oot ..., Curtis, Deena, Effic & Lorrell
Walkin® Down the Stip....c i s Jimmy
TES AL OBOF oottt et eeiie s ermeas s e sats e e s Curtis, C.C., Jimmy, Effie,
Deena, Lorrell & Michelle
(And I'm Telling You) I'm Not Going ................ Effie, Deena, Lorrell, Michelle & Ensemble
ACTII
Reprise: Dreamgirls.o.ocerevccocciinain, Jimmy, Deena, Lorrell, Michelle, Curtis & Ensemble
TAD CHANGING o vovvrressrsisisisisisvsse e bbb bbb Effie
T Am Changing - Vogae .o Curtis, C.C., Effie, Deena, Lorrell, Michelle 8 Ensemble
You Are My Dreamn ... s s Curtis & Deena
A NG PAFEY. v crerecnerecnecomssisissiiss i sisssss s Jimmy, Lorrell 8 Tuxedos (5 men)
I Meant Yoru No Harm....viocincvmiesseieniennanes Jimmy, C.C., Deena, Lortell & Michelle
Rt Jimmy, Frank, Curtis, Lorrell 8 Ensemble
I Miss You, Old Frietid....ccoiiiiiivninniiinennnnnn, Marty, C.C., Effie & Les Styles (4 girls)
006 NIGHE OB ocvevecvirrneeseeser e Effie & Girls Ensemble
One Night Only - Disco ., Curtis, Deena, Lorrell, Michelle 82 Ensemble
CHICAGD.cvvvvririciiiisis s bbb C.C., Marty, Mr. Morgan, Curtis, Effie,
Deena, Lorrell & Michelle
Hard to Say Goodbye (My, Love) ..o, Curtis, Deena, Lorrell, Michelle & Effie

There will be one 15-minute intermission

ORCHESTRA
Ed Ridley, Keyboards
Daniel Spearman, Keyboards*
Toussaint English, Bass
Ryan McDermott, Guitar
Patrick Wagner, Drums and Percussion

Mor the final two performances
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CAST BIOGRAPHIES

MARTIN RAWLS (Curtis Taylor Ji.)
is excited to be able to portray this
character. He is 18 yeats old, and has
been active in theatre for the pastsix
years, and enjoys every bit of it. He
is most thankful for Weathervane
Playhouse for giving him his
first lead rele outside of his communicy. Martin’s
intentions are to one day make it to Broadway, and
share his gift with the world. He wants to give a
special thanks to his family for always supporting
him, He leaves a special thanks to his grandmother,
who recently passed away, but still helps him strive
for greatness.

B LAUREN NICOLE STURDIVANT
8 (Deena Jones) is excited to be
R cturning to the stage as Deena after
b playing Lorrell in Karamu's 2015
f production of Dreamgivls, Acting
credits include Breath, Boom: (Prix)
Jamaica Pear! in the world premiere
of The Mzg}’aty Searabs!, For Coloved Girls Who Fave
Considered Suicide/When the Rainbow is Enuf
(Lady in Red), fz Airns Nothin' bui the Blues, and Gem
of the Ocean (Black Mary). In addition to acting, she
also stage manages for various Cleveland theaters. A
Hiram College (BA Music) and Kent State (M. Mus,
Ed) alum, Lauren currently teaches vocal music
for Streetsbora City Schools, where she dircats
the middle and high school vocal music program
and started a music theater/drama program at the
middle school. Lauren dedicates every performance
to her Papi.

RAVEN PLATTS (Lorcll Rabinson)
is a junior at Columbia College
Chicago, whete she studies musical
theatre. Raven has performed at
many venues throughout Cleveland
and Chicago including Severance
; Hall, Sherwood Music School, and
Cleveland institute of Music. Performing is her
passion, and there’s no place she'd rather be than the
stage. Follow her on Instagram @Ravenrae_98

DELISA MEDLEA (Effie Melody
White) was born and raised in
Cleveland and is a graduate of
John Hay High School, She has a
§ bachelor’s degree from The College
Q of Wooster in Political Science with
a minot in Black Seudies. She has
been a singer her entire life and has participated
in many choirs. She traveled with the Kent State
University gospel choir and has participated in
multiple musical productions, including the Black
History Musical at the South Euclid United Church
of Christ. She has performed as a professional
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singet for sevetal private funcrions such as weddings
and anniversaries celebrations. She was awarded
the opportunity to appeat in the Black Nasivity
production at the Karamu House Theater. Although
this is only her second theatrical production, her [ife
experiences have equipped for this very moment.

7 KODEE WILLIAMS (C.C.) was
bern 1998 in Cleveland, OChio.
i Introduced to the arts during high
¢ school, he was cast in his fitst play as
" asenior playing the Tin Man in the
18th annual All-City Musical at
" Playhouse Square, He also just
recently made bis Karamu debut in Karamu's 2018
Black Nativity, He graduated in 2017 from
Richmond Heights High Schoal. Since then, Kodee
has continued his passion for music. Kodee would
like to thank his mother, father, younger brother, all
of his aunts and uncles, and especially Mr. Reggie
The Sias’s and DT (Dr, David Thomas),

JONATHAN MERECHANT
B Jimmy (James Thunder} Barly) has

been on the Weathervane stage in
N Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamecoat, The Hunchback of Notre
Dame, Disneys The Little Mermaid
(Scbastian), he 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee (Mitch Mahoney), Hair
{tribe}, Peter Pan (Statkey), Oklahomal (Ali Hakim),
and Huirspray (Scaweed ]. Stubbs). He made
his backstage crew debut on the props crew for
Dracula. You also may recall his many performances
in foseph and the Amazing Téchnicolor Dreameoat
from 2007 to 2012. Other roles include Dr. Watson
in Ars of Deduction: Inside the Mind of Sherlock
Hobmes and The Cat in the Hat in Sewssical, both
at Weathervane, Qther credits include Benjamin
Coffin III in Rent at North Canton Playhouse,
ensemble in Ragiime at Kent State University
and ensemble in The Producers at Firestone High

School. Jonathan currently attends The University
of Aleran,

BONITA JENKINS (Michelle
Mosris, Stepp Sister), a Cleveland
native, is a former member of
] Milron Brunson’s Thompson
Community Choir in Chicago.

She has traveled throughout the
* United States, performing in
many churches and concert halls including the
Kenuedy Center in Washington, [3,C. While living
in Chicago, Bonita performed throughout the
Midwest. Recently she petformed in the 2018 Black
Nazivity av the Karamu House. An Accounting
Major graduate of the University of Phoenix, and
mother of two honor college students (danghter at
Louisiana State University and son at John Carrell
University), Bonita has always loved singing and
the theater. She says this opportunity to return to
the stage is an “answer to her prayer; she is enjoying
the journcy.”

BIANCA TYUS (Stepp Sister/Les
Styles/Enesmble} This is Bianca’s
theater debut and she is thrilled
to join the Dma‘,mgtr[s cast. Bianca
grew up singing in church, where
she developed her love of music.
Thank you, to Ged and my family
and friends who have suppotted me on this j journey.
“Life is too short to live with regrets and life is wo
long not to walk in your purpose.”

RANTEA THOMSPSON
(Charlene/Ensemblze) is an actress,
singer, dancer, producer, and
director. She was born and raised in
& Alcron, and then moved te NYC in
1 2007. Rantea graduated from The
American Musical and Dramatic
Academy with honors. She has been seen in
countless roles over the span of 16 years including
Sarah (Ragtime) and Audrcy (Lizde Shop of Horrors)
just to name a few. Her carcer started to branch
out in other avenues including some featured spots
on HBO, CBS, and ABC as well as a few cabarets
around New York. Last year Rantea founded a
company called Emir Productions. They provide
professional theatre experiences for actors not based
on sexual orientation, gender, ot ethnicity. Ranrea
made her NYC directorial debut this past summer
and will be producing Brooklyn the Musical this
suminer. Many thanks to her family for always
being thets and Josh for being the best partner in
life. You can follow Rantea on instagram @ranteat
and Emir Productions @emirproductions for the
latest updates and auditions.

CAST BIOGRAPHIES

- GABRIELLE GONZALEZ
(Joann/James Early Band/Les
W Styles/Ensemble) This is Gabrielle’s
first appearance on the Weathervane
Playhouse stage. Gabrielle
performed in various productions at
her alma mater, Eastern Michigan
University. Gabriclle is thankful to be a part of
Dreamgirls. She hopes the cast and crew break all
the legs!l

ANTHONY HARRIS, JR. (MC-
Apollo/Mr. Morgan/Tuxedes/
Ensemble) Is an Chio native and
9l is so excited to be making his

| Weathervane debus in this season’s
production of Dreamgirls. Now, in
his sophomeore year in coflege (BFA
Acting), Anthony has performed in a number of
shows across the country: Shakespeare’s The Tempest
(Prospero), SHE {Mr. Lonnic/Othelee) at Anacostia
Playhouse, Jonkonnu Stage Reading (Winston) at
Howard University, Woman Up (Son/Dancer) with
Sonya Blakely Pro., Siring the Waters (Malcom X)
at The United State French Embassy and Thunder
in the Index (Joshua) at Karamu FHouse, Anthony
has grown to love the cast and crew and looks
forward to working with them all again, He would
also like to send a special thank you to his family,
friends, and mentors for all of their love and
support. AMEN.

A. HARRIS BROWN (Tiny Joe
Dixon/Ensemble) As a theatre lover
since clementary school, A, Harris
M continued to develop his craft
§ chroughout high school and college.
8 For ncarly 15 years, he taughr
" speech/drama/choir for an area high
school and direcced their performing arts program.
Currently, he serves as the Dean of Engagement
and Seudent Supports at the Cleveland School of
the Arts. For 12 years he was the ralk show host for
ANOTHER LOOK TV SHOW on Time Warner
Cable. As 2 motivational speaker and performet, he
also has had the opportunity to tour professionally
throughout the country performing in various
concert halls, theacres, and churches. Some of his
fondest moments on stage have been at the historic
and famed Karamu House Theatre in Cleveland,
Ohic. A. Harris is a graduate of Bethune-Cookman
University and setves as a mentor through his
affiliarion of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
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CAST BIOGRAPHIES

| OSCAR WATERS (Wayne/Carl/
B Stage Manager/Litcle  Albert/
ISl Cosemble) is very excited to be
P& “Stepping to the Bad Side” in
i Dreamgivls! It's a show he can cross
7 off his bucket list and would like
” * 1o give a big thanks to Richard,
along with the WP cast and crew, for making this
experience an unforgettable one.

ISAAC HAAS (Frank/Ensemble)
is a sophomaore at Copley High
School. He has been in two
musicals at Copley: Urinetown and
Olklahomal, He has been singing
since the third grade, and is now

T a part of the concert chorale at
Copley. He s very thrilled to have made it into
the cast of Dreamgirls because he has wanted to
perform at Weathervane for a long time.

PROPHET SEAY (Jerry Norman,
Security Guard/Tru Tone/ Tuxedos/
Ensemble) is a Cleveland native
who attended the Cleveland School
of the Arts and also studied acting
at the historic Karamu House,
where he is currently the Technical
Director, He has performed in numerous Karamu
House production including: You Can'’t Take It With
You, Cut Flowers, Black Nativity, The Mighty Scarabs!,
Jetlins Caesar, Romeo and Juliet, Joe Turner’s Come and
Gone, Fences, Day Of Absence, and The Adventures
af the Black Girl in Her Search for God just to name
a few. He would like to thank Richard Morris for
this opportunity to perform on the Weathervane
Playhouse mainstage.

E TYMIR HAMMOCK (Marty)
This is Tymir’s first production
8 with Weathervane (or any theatre at
 that). He is excited to be doing what
he loves with an amazing group
| of people.

CALA HENDERSON (Edna
Burle/Stepp  Sister/BEnsemble)
Born and raised in Cleveland,
Cala Henderson graduaced from
Cleveland School of the Arts. She
later received her BPFA in Dance
with Distinction fram The Ohio
State University, where she performed works by
Crystal Michelle, Melanie Bales, Susan Hadley, Tine
Salling, Ann Clemmensen and many others. Cala
was 2 member of Danco II, The Philadelphia Dance
Company’s second company in Philadelphia, where
she performed various works. Ms. Henderson served
as Constellation Schools: Westside Community

School of the Atts” director of dance for 3 years. She
was also an artist in residence ar Cleveland School of
the Arts before returning to school and becoming a
nurse! Cutrently, Cala is putsuing her BSN degree
and teaching dance around the city of Cleveland.

KYM WILLIAMS (James Fatly
| Band/Tixedos/Ensemble) has been
inspired by art since his first time
visiting Karamu House in second
grade, He was on a field trip ro sec a
play and was startled by the freedom
expressed on stage in a room full of
people, Living amengst a society that has made him
feel such joy should be suppressed, he saw acting as
a'way to exist. Dealing with social anxjety, Kym took
his first class seven years ago to choose to batle it.
Along the way, he’s discovered new parts of himself
he didn't know he had or what he already possessed.
“With art T battle with anxiery, displaying it among
society? I battle to exist,”

KAILYN MACK (James Early
Band/Tru Tones/Stepp  Sister/
Ensemble) is a Cleveland native
L and alumoi of Cleveland School
B of the Arts, where she studied as
a dance major. Kailyn studicd &

received her Bachelors of Fine Arts
in Dance from Wright State Universicy. While in
college, she was 2 member of Dayton Contemporary
Dance Company’s pre-professional company.
She danced in numerous programs and concerts,
worked with different chorengraphers and helped
with community workshops at local schooels and
recreation centers, all while being a student. Life
for her after college consists of growing, learning,
and pursuing life as a professional dancer and
artist. Kallyn teaches in the Cleveland community
at various different places as she continues to put
her degree to good use. Her career goals are to
wark professionally in as many fields of dance and
entertainment as possible. She most recently made
her debut in Karamu's Black Nativity starring
as Mary. Kailyn is excited for what’s in store for
her future.

GINA MARAFIOTE (Sweetheart/
Ensemble) This is Gina's first
production with Weathervane
Playhouse and she is excited to be
a part of the ensemble as well as 2
“Sweetheart” in Dreamgirls! She is a
recent Youngstown State University
graduate with her master’s degree in ceunseling
but has always been a fan of theater, signing, and
dancing, Gina would like to thank Richard and
everyone at Weathervane for the opportunity to be
a part of this producrion. Gina has a recent history

with theater including her role in the ensemble
of The Rocky Horror Shew (Millennial Theater
Cempany) and has worked behind the scenes with
hair and makeup, costumes, and choreography
in multiple productions including Seuzh Pacific,
The Wizard of Oz, and Wese Side Story,

CARMEN-MARIAH REY (Les
Styles/Ensemble/Stepp Sister] is
excited to participate in her first
verformance at Weathervane.
Carmen can most fecently be
recognized as Sophie/Mis. Greer in
Annie at The Fine Arts Association
in Wdioughby and in the ensemble of The
Hunchback of Notre Dame at Near Wese Theatre
in Cleveland. Locally, Carmen has appeared on
the stages of Antic Theatte and Our Lady of the
Elms High School. Carmen would like to thank
her friends and family for supporting her through
this process, and you, our wonderful audience, for
coming to support the show!

Your Complete Music Store

School Band & Orchestra Rentals
Sheet Music & Method Books
Lessons, On Site Repairs, Parts and Accessories
Wireless Microphone and Sound System Rentals
Audio-Video Systems Design and Installation

Please come see us in Kent for all your musical needs!
B Friendly Service - Great Selection - Discount Prices

o BURIO. i

n-u 4-. CM Zy/{; t_,
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d} Mi‘ba‘r‘f‘:"‘

www.woodsysmusic.com
135 S. Water St. Kent, OH 330-673-1525 1-800-468-1525
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TAYLOR NICOLE BRYAN
(Ensemble) is filled with gratitude
to be back on the stage after a
brief hiatus. Taylor Nicole’s credits
| include CATS (Rumpleteazer), A
Chorus Line (Kristine) and Hair
(Black Boys). All my love to my
tribe- whose love knows no bound.

>
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RICHARD MORRIS, JR.
B (Director/Scenic  Designer/
B Technical Direciar)  most
recently directed Heoles and
A Christmas  Carel: The
Musical here at Weathervane

‘ ~ " Playhouse, Some of his other
directarial credits include Leap of Faith,
Black Nativity, Chrisimas is Commin Uptown,
The Government Inspector, Raisin, Dracula, Its a
Bird, .. It a Plane,. . Its Superman, Purlie Victorious,
The Jungle Book, Seussical, Willie Wonka, Birds
of a Feather, 101 Dalmations, Into the Woods,
The Aristocats Jr, Goldilocks on Trial, Beauty and
the Beast, Xanadu, The Trials and Tribulations of
Stagerlee Booker T Browm, and The Submarine
Stectear. For 10 years, he was Production Director
for the Karamu Arts Summer Camp, where he
introduced many teens and young adults to the
arr of theatrical performance. For 19 years he also
served as Technical Director/Resident Scenic and
Lighting Designer for Karamu Performing Arts
‘Theatre. He has designed over 149 Productions.
In 2011 he was the recipient of the National
Ayvard for Outstanding Achievements in Scenic
Design (National Black Theatre Festival) and
was keynote spealer at Alabama State University
on “African Americans in Scenic Design.”
Mr. Morris was also received the 2001 Actots Guild
Agard for his Scenic/Lighting design for Riff Raff"
and Treemonisha. In 2008 he alse won
Scene Magazine's “Best Scenic Design” for
Caroline, or Change. He has designed for many
theaters in the Northeast Ohio arez, such as
Ensemble Theatre, Dobama, Cleveland Public
Theatte, Cuyazhoga Community College,
Oberlin College Theatre, Firestone Theatrs
and Jubar Productions, just to name a few
He is a graduate of Kent Statc University. In
December 2016, he joined Weathervance's
professional staff as Technical Director/Resident
Scenic Designer. Richard is currently working on a
new musical production, Tive Boys from Glenville,
the story of Jetry Siegel and Joe Shuster, the creatois
of Superman.

" ED RIDLEY (Musical Director)
Recent productions include: Black
Nativity, The Hunchback of Notre
Dame, Passing Strange, Lady Day
Az Emerson’s Bar and Grill, Simply
Simone: The Music of Nina Simone,
Ain'’t Misbehavin, Sister Act, Blues In
The Night, The Wiz, Five Guys Named Moe, Leap
of Faith, It Ain’t Nothin' But The Blues, The Color
Purple, Caroline or Change, Crowns, Mabalia, The
Pigno Lesson, and Love, Janis. Bd serves as music
director for the Christian Fellowship Center Chucch
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and s alse on the music faculty at Cuyahoga
Community College. His versarility and talent as
a perfmmel have allowed him to accompany such
great artists as Aretha Franklin, Lauryn Hill, Walter
Hawlkins, Jon Hendricks, and Clark Terry.

NEHEMIAH SPENCER
(Choreographer) is a native of
Cleveland, where he - scarted
trainiog in dance at The Cleveland
Schooi of the Arts (CSA). Through
| overcoming life’s tough battles,
Nechemiah stayed focused and
followed his dreams to atrend The Juilliard School
in New York City. There earned his Bachelors in
Fine Arts, in dance, and performed works by Paul
Taylor, Larry Keigwin, Darrell Grand Moultrie. He
cappesd off his final year performing the renowned
solo work of Talley Beatty, Mourners Berch. Upon
graduating, Nehemiah performed the lead dance
role as “The Funky Monkey” in the Broadway
production of The Wiz, directed by Tony Award-
winning choreographer Geotge Faison. He has
also craveled the wotld as a principal dancer wich
Complexions Contemporary Ballet, then as a
principal with Abraham.in.Motion, under the
direction of Kyle Abraham, a recipient of the
MacArthur “Genius Grant.” Nehemizh can also be
seen in the Jill Scott video Back Tagether. He now
spends his time giving back to his alma mater CSA,
as well as teaching ar other arts-enriching studios
around the city. Nehemiah has heen recognized
for his service around the community by Ohios
former Governor, John R. Kasich, Dance Teacher,
and Dance Magazine. Nehemiah looks to continue
to shate his love for dance and teaching all of the
world and use its gift as an Inscrument to move the
world forwarc,

LOGAN CHAPMAN {Assistant
Stage Manager) is very excited to be
a part of this wonderful production
with this amazing cast! He got his
start in theater at Weathervane,
where he has participated in many
producticns; such as Roald Dabls
Willy Wornka (The Candy Man), and A Christmmas
Carol: the Musical (Fred Anderson). He has also
wotked backstage many times as many different
positions; such as spot operatos, fly aperator, light
board operatot, set mover, and Assistant Stage
Manager. He goes to Firestone CLC, where he
is in the Symphonic Choir, Men’s Chorus, and
Madtigals group. He has also played tombone since
the 5* grade, and is curjrent[P in Firestone’s Wind
Ensemble, and Marching Band He is also in his
first year playing wombone in the Contemporary
Youth Qrchestra out of Cleveland.

| PAMELA PARKS COSTA
| (Properties Co-Designer) most
| recently desighed last season’s
b Inte the Woods, It Shoulda Been
| You, Talking With..., and Young
| Frankenstein. Her properties design
credits include Red, the annual 8x10
VheaercFest, Peter and the Starcatcher, Hamler, Fvery
Christmas Story Ever Told (And Then Somel), Uncle
Vanya, The Witch of Blackbird Pond, Flyin® West,
Ananie, The Taming of the Shrew, Art of Deduerion
Inside the Mind of Sherlock Holmes, Quilters and
Sewussical: the Musical.

JASON BRYAN MAURER
(Stage Manager) is happy to be
working with the talented Cast
of Dreamgivls, This multiple
Chanticleer Awatd-winner has stage
managed show such as Cinderella,
The Drowsy Chaperone, Lady Day
at Emersons Bay and Grill, and this season’s opening
show Bye Bye Birdie. Jason enjoys his time here at
Weathervane working in the shop and whatever
else is needed. Jason's favorite theater saying is “The
show must go onl” and he takes that very seriously.
Sit back and enjoy.

CHRISTOPHER PEPE (Sound
Designer) has been working with
live sound for over 30 years. Projects
include audio for events with artists
Sandra Joseph (from the Broadway
production of Phantom of the Opera)
and Graham Nash. He is taking
his own production company into its tenth year
and curtently preparing for a very exciting 2019
season. Christopher had the wonderful experience
of designing sound for The All-City Musical at
Akron Civic Theatre for productions of Hasrspreay,
Ragtime, and Bye Bye Birdie, as well as a [ull concert
production for Jefferson Statship. He is very much
at home designing sound at Weathervane, including
productions of Annie, The Witch of Blackbird Pond,
Joseph, Dracula, Peter and vhe Starcarchet, Spamalos,
Red, Jesus Christ Superstan, Young Frankenstein,
Douby, Into the Woods, and The Curious Incidens of
the Dog in the Night-Time. Mostly, he is looking for
any excuse to work with his amazing wife, .

ROB PECK (Lighting Designer)
has worked as a technigal director,
production manager, stage managet,
sound, lighting and scenic designer
| as well as a properties master. He
has worked for The Cleveland
’ Play House, Ensemble Theatre
Compa.n?( Dobama, Cleveland Public Theatre and
Opera Cleveland as well as serving as the Technical
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Director and Resident Designer for Hathaway
Brown School and also had the pleasure of serving
as an. artist in tesidence at The Cleveland School of
the Arts.

F LAURA NIEHAUS (Scenic Artist)
b is cxcited o join the creative
team of Dreamgirls. Laura last
designed props for Weathervane's
most tecent production of Joseph
and the Amaging Technicolor
Dyeamcoat. She was last seen on
stage i Weathervane’s marvelous production of
The Hunchback of Notre Dame. Laura would like
to sincerely thank, Scott, Melanie, and everyone at
Weathervane who has welcomed her into this crazy,
wondrous family and helped make this theater her
second home. Laura would alse like to thank her
mom and dad for always nurturing her creatvity,
allowing her to dream new and exciting things,
supporting her through every bump in the road,
and also for giving her the confidence to say “I can
do that!” and the work ethic to make it happen. She
loves you all and all the color you bring to her life!

JASEN J. SMITH (Costume
Designer) joined the Weathervane
professional staff in August 2008.
Since then, he's designed costumes
for dozens of Weathervane
2 productions. As a co-designer,
he and Hedy Jones took home
Weathervane's Chanticleer Award for best costume
design for Man of La Mancha in 2009. He also
won a Marquee Award from the Youngstown
Area Community Theatre Alliance for his work
on Children of Eden. Blsewhere, his design
wotk has been seen on the stages of Porthouse
Theatre, Case Western Reserve University and
Ohie Light Opera.

KATHY KOHL  (Assistant
Technical Director) holds a
degree in elementary education
frem Bowling Green State
University and a master’s degtee
in business management from
Aurora University. She began
her theater career at Weathervane as a volunteer
on many lighting, set construction, and props
crews, joining the professional staff in 2002. She
alsc served for seven years as master carpenter
and master paintes for the theater department at
Firestone High School. Most recently, she was the
scenic designer for owr productions of Jt5 Only 2
Play, The Flick, and the co-designer of Vanya and
Senia and Masha and Spike, and Monty Python’s
Spamalor. In 2017, she received the Producer’s
Award, and in 2015, she was a recipient of
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The Trustees Award. She holds three Chanticleer
awards for her properties designs for Enchanted
April, The Sisters Rosensweig, and The Philadelphia
Story. She lives with her husband Doug, in
West Akron where they raised three children.
When not at Weathervane, she very much
enjoys being “Ommic” to Parker, Fiona, Beckett,
Maise, and Greyson.

KELLIE ROSSINI (Mascer
Electrician) has been with
Weathervane since October of
2016 as the Master Electrician.
She designed lights for The
Santaland Diaries in 2016,

T A Kid Like fake in 2017, Talking
With... in 2017, Les Liaisons Dangereuses in 2018
as well as the 2017 and 2018 8x10 Theatrekest.
She has been a member of LA T.S.E. Local #48
since 1999 and has worked for The Canton Palace
Theatre, Verb Ballets, The Manchester Dance
Ensemble, Martell School of Dance, Ohio Ballet,
The University of Akron Dance Department

and The Dance Institute at the University of
Akron. She received her first bachelor’s degree
in technical theatre from Kent State University and
her second in 2018 in Accounting.

ALAN COSTA (Properties
| Co-Designer) is excited to be
| working on props for Dreamgirls
after most recently designing the
A sets for Almost, Maine and Les
Liaisons Dangereuses. Before that,
he served as the stage manager
for Doubt: A Parable, Red and the assistant stage
manager for Peter and the Starcatcher and was
last seen on our stage as President Roosevelt in
Annie. He also served as properties co-designer on
our productions of Young Frankenstein and Art of
Deduction: Inside the Mind of Sherlock Holmes.
Qutside of his theatrical pursuits, he enjoys baseball
and its storied history. Retired after 40-plus years
of service with FirstEnergy, he and his wife, Pamela
Parks Costa, live in Akron. They are proud parents
to two children and grandparents to four.

Join us for our annual Monte Carlo Night Fundraiser March 23, 2019.
Invitations available at the Box Office.
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S .'.... 5 M’nte
Cérlo

Night &

St. Sebastian Zwisler Hall

g’ Insurance

Auto | Home | Life

Find us on
Facebook
Protection for the most

5 important things in your life.

Call 1-877-724-8069 for a free quote,
or visit us at 111 W. Center St. in Downtown Akron.
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Do » A

Mean To

YOUR BUSINESS?

Spendmg by Arts Audiences Sends

$102.5 BILLION

to Local Businesses*

*Arts & Economic Prosperity 5 Study

$1.92
ACEothln g/
ccessories
$0.29
Other : x
- 16.82
- MeaflsISnacks
& Refreshments
—
4.48 @
overnight SN
Lodging Q ,
%0.39
Child
Care
Gifts &
Souvenirs

Average Per Person Per Event
Audience Expenditures:

¥31.47

The average audience expenditure does not include cost of admission.

Learn more at www.onstagepublications.com/advertisers/
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Talk to your
' neighbors,

then talk to us.

Odds are, they're already part of the
State Farm® family.

With so many ways to save and discounts of up to
40 percent,* you'll want to be part of the family too.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center
| | 7:30 ¢ I |
tuesdaymusical.org 330-761-3460

Offering classes in
Dance - Drama - Instrumental - Piano
Steel Drums - Visual Art - Vocal

5 Ted A. Randles, Agent
o 1501 S Cleveland-Massillon Road
' Copely, OH 44321
“ Bus: 330-666-4189
4 ted@tedrandles.com

oo StateFarm-

statefarm.com®

MILLERSOUTH

SCHOOL FOR THE VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS
1055 East Avenue - Akron, OH 44307 - 330-761-1765

VISION STATEMENT
To cultivate educational excellence
within an integrated arts and academic learning environment

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company

State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL




Retirement living is a work of art.
We'll help you make it a masterpiece.

At Ohio Living Rockynol, our apartment homes are designed for your
comfort, convenience and independence. This gives you the time and
freedom to enjoy the things that matter most, like spending time with
family and friends, pursuing a hobby, watching the latest play or cheering
on your favorite team (even if they lose!).

Our apartment homes feature:

+ One, two or three bedrooms « Bi-weekly housekeeping
- Fully equipped kitchens « Annual spring cleaning
» Restaurant-style dining - And more!

Call 330.867.2150 to learn about our gallery of options. |

Apartment Homes | Assisted Living | Memory Care | Short-Term
Rehabilitation | Long-Term Nursing Care | Home Health & Hospice

‘ . o«
S g}klﬁ Living

1150 West Market Street | Akron, Ohio 44313 | ohicliving.org =)
-




